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THE HOT RIVET
The Housing Office Accidentally Texted 
Me Their Spring Cleaning Plans
I didn’t think it could be real. Then our lounge furniture started disappearing.

Dearest Administrators, Strategic Communications Staff, and all other Concerned Readers —
Happy April Fools’ Day! If you don’t know, this publication has a decades-long tradition of publishing prank issues on April 1st under the pseudonym, The Hot Rivet. 

Other pseudonyms from years past include The Hot and Throbbing Rivet, The Cold Screw, The Tepid Tack, The Massachusetts Tech, Hcet Ainrofilac, California Twitch, 
California Retch, Throop Tech, and occassionally The California Tech. “But Guutz,” I hear you cringing, “doesn’t telling people it’s a joke ruin the satire?” To which my 
response is, you’d be surprised how many people would think the content was unironic otherwise! So, from the bottom of my heart... Unless otherwise noted, noth-
ing in this issue should be construed as factual reporting or taken to represent the views of the Tech or its editors. Enjoy! <3 –The Tech Editors

Michael Gutierrez 
Editorial

From erasing murals, 
to dumpstering life-size 
Anakin Skywalker figu-
rines, to replacing couches 
in the student houses with 
felt-covered blocks of con-
crete, Caltech’s Housing Of-
fice has a well-known track 
record of frivolity. But one 
of their more sinister tactics 
is threatening to charge the 
houses thousands of dollars 
for the labor costs of enact-
ing their  often-unjustified 
whims, in the case that the 
students don’t comply.

Caltech students are 
known for their creativity in 
self-expression. The houses 
are the one space on campus 
where we can make a com-
forting home for ourselves. 
The lounges and common 
spaces are where students 
spend a substantial number 
of hours per week working, 
locking in, socializing, de-
compressing, and communi-
ty-building. So when we find 
a free couch on Marketplace 
and spend hours of back-
breaking labor to clean and 
transport it, you can imag-
ine how demoralizing it is 
to immediately be told by 
Housing that we must either 
throw it in the dumpster by 
the end of the week or pay 

for Housing to do it them-
selves.

It’s more than just couch-
es, though. Oftentimes they 
target anything that could 
possibly make the Institute 
look bad. It seems as if their 
only objective is to eliminate 
liabilities at any cost.

This has manifested as 
Housing asking students 
with street-facing windows 
to remove flags and posters 
they have on display, for ex-
ample. Most recently, Dab-
ney House’s DEI Pollo Loco 
signs have come under at-
tack. Rescued from waste af-
ter being blown down during 
the January windstorms, 
these signs now hang in the 
Dabney House lounge as a 
memorial for all that which 
was lost in the fires, but also 
as a symbol of hope. The 
Housing Office gave Dabney 
House Excomm the famil-
iar ultimatum: dumpster it 
yourselves, or we’ll do it for 
you and charge you.

I’m too tired to make any 
kind of freedom of speech 
appeal, satirical or not, but 
here is what I know:

1) Democracy dies in dark-
ness

2) Stories reveal what real-
ity obscures

3) This is not the last 
you’ve heard from DEI Pollo 
Loco...
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Sascha Goldsmith 
The Inside World

Ah yes, a Red Door Run 
(RDRN?? Perhaps?). 

You hungrily scoot into line 
at 10am just in time for the 
mythical Breakfast Menu, 
you order your Overnight Oats 
and Eggs and Avocado (tbh the 
Eggs Mornay looks rly good). 

It comes! Hoorah! You grab 
your food, you excitedly flip 
open your laptop to get started 
on some work before class. 

NO! 
All of your devices are dead 

because you are uncoordinated 
and didn’t plug your devices in 
over night.

“Okay okay,” you tell your-
self. “Where’s the nearest Red 
Door Glory Hole” (to plug your 
charging chords into an outlet, 
of course). 

Ah! There's one under your 
seat, so with your clean hands 
you reach down to pry open a 
grimey dirty floor plate, to ex-
pose hairy, dusty, crumbly dark 

abyss in which you need to feel 
around in order to find the ori-
entation of the outlet. 

You insert your hand, enjoy-
ing the feeling of the metallic 
rim scraping on your skin as 
you orient your normal-sized 
hand into the cavity, while 
the plastic hairs and mystery 
pathogens brush over your 
hands joyfully as you insert 
your chord into the outlet. 

Hazzah! Your devices are 
charged, and with your Plague 
Stricken Hands, you consume 
your poached egg, trying not to 
imagine the microscopic germy 
dust particles dropping down 
onto your consumables.

Oh Red Door, first thing in 
the morning, you never cease 
to amaze us.

An Ode to 
Red Door’s 
Glory Holes

Glory Hole with Cord Plugged 
into Outlet, Red Door, Circa 2/26/25 

10:11am. Credit: Sascha Goldsmith.

Miles Stone 
Category

5: Chen 1st floor men's restroom: 
The frosted glass eastside wall 
makes this a spot to remember. 
 
4: Atheneum lawn: A central location 
with plush lawns and some shrubbery. 
 
3: ASCIT Screening room: A tried and 
true classic—what more is there to say? 
 
2: Kerckhoff B112: The uniform 
white background from years of con-
stant use really makes this place shine 
 
1: Beckman Lawn: The most popular 
spot on campus to wear a red dress to 
by far, especially at midnight, eom.

5 Best Places to 
Wear a Red Dress 
on Campus 💃

Miles Stone 
Category

It is truly tragic to me that 
some members of the Caltech 
community may not know the 
difference between the var-
ious types of cookware. As a 
TA for SA17: Cooking Basics, I 
will not stand for this. I am an 
upstanding citizen who will go 
above and beyond to educate 
my fellow students, teachers, 
friends, enemies, lovers, hat-
ers, and anyone else who wants 
to learn some new things today.  
 
Skillet/ Fry pan: The quintes-
sential flat pan. If you buy one 
shallow pan, it should be one 
of these. The skillet has curved 
walls to facilitate stirring, flip-
ping, and sliding objects out 
of the pan. A slightly more 
rare variant is the cast iron 
skillet. This type can be a very 
great addition to any kitch-
en but the seasoning process 
can make the learning curve a 
bit steep, especially consider-
ing the cost hike for cast iron. 
 
Saute pan/Sauteuse: Also of-
ten confused with skillets 

and fry pans, the sauté pan 
is also a distinct type. It has 
tall straight sides and a wide 
flat bottom. It works best for 
braising or for cooking a dish 
that will otherwise contain 
a lot of liquid or sauce. One 
should use a saute pan over 
one of the other flat pan op-
tions if the dish must be stirred 
without spilling over. Perfect 
for dishes like meatballs in 
sauce, risotto, or braised pork. 
 
Saucepan: This pan is for when 
you start to be cooking more 
liquid than solid. Its high edg-
es make it perfect for preparing 
sauces and soups. This is the 
second necessary pot in any 
kitchen. This plus a fry pan can 
do 90% of what you'd need to. 
 
Sauce pot: Similar to the sauce-
pan, but larger, and often with 
two loop handles instead of 
one long one. Perfect for mak-
ing larger volumes of soups or 
sauces. Its large size and thus 
smaller surface area to vol-
ume ratio means the liquid 
inside cooks slower, mean-
ing it's best for slow-cook-
ing, simmering-type foods. 
 

Stock pot: The big daddy of the 
pot world. This thing could fit 
a whole turkey. It is best used 
for doing pretty much exactly 
that. Adding a carcass and/or 
vegetables and water to a large 
pot like this and setting to sim-
mer is the best way to prepare a 
stock. While technically possi-
ble in the smaller pots, you will 
have a much easier time and 
can leave far more ingredients 
whole if you use a stock pot. 
 
Dutch(/French) Oven: The 
cast iron skillet of the pot 
world. These large pots are 
also oven-safe and can be sea-
soned to be non-stick, just as 
the skillet can. For the French 
oven variant, the inside is 
covered in a layer of enamel, 
removing the need for cra-
zy seasoning or worry of rust 
 
There exist more specialty-type 
pots (wok, satoir, saucier, bra-
sier, double boiler), but these 
are not nearly as necessary to 
be familiar with as fry/sauce-
pans. Hopefully ,you learned 
something today and feel ready 
to go forth, cook, and experi-
ence pot!

An Important Guide to Cookware

Maxwell Knowner 
Category

An IntroIt is truly tragic to 
me that some members of the 
Caltech community may not 
know the 19th-century physi-
cist and mathematician James 
Clerk Maxwell. As a student 
adjacent to the field of phys-
ics, I cannot let this stand. As 
an upstanding member of the 
physics-adjacent communi-
ty, I will go above and beyond 
to educate physicists, math-
ematicians, chemists, biol-
ogists, zoologists, and even 
geologists about the man that 
was James Clerk Maxwell. 
 
Though there are innumerable 
discoveries owing to Maxwell, 

the most famous is the discov-
ery of the equations governing 
electromagnetism. These equa-
tions unified the electric and 
magnetic forces, and have nat-
urally embedded in them the 
speed of light. These laws are: 

1.	 Gauss’ law: The di-
vergence of the electric field is 
the charge density divided by 
the electric permittivity.

2.	 Magnetic mono-
poles: The divergence of the 
magnetic field is zero.

3.	 Faraday’s law: The 
curl of the electric field is neg-
ative the time derivative of the 
magnetic field.

4.	 Ampère-Maxwell 
law: The curl of the magnetic 
field is the permeability times 
the current density plus the 

time derivative of the electric 
field devices by the speed of 
light squared.

5.	
In a region with no charge 

density of current density, 
the equations of laws 3 and 
4 can be joined together to 
produce the wave equations 
of electromagnetic radiation. 
 
In addition to the discovery of 
Maxwell’s Equations, Maxwell 
is well known for his discov-
eries in fields from thermody-
namics to optics to geometry. 
He is truly one of the great-
est scientific minds, and it is 
a shame that any student at 
this great institution has yet to 
learn of his contributions to the 
field of science.

An Introduction to Maxwell

Anonymous Runner 
Category

The California Institute of 
Technology (Caltech) requires 
Undergraduates to complete 
three classes (9 units) of a 
Physical Education (PE) class. 
While many CalTech students 
excel in their mental facul-
ties, they are generally lacking 
in physical attributes such as 
strength, dexterity, and gener-
al eye-hand coordination. For 
this reason, students may find 

it hard to find a suitable PE 
class, but look no further.

PE5: Beginner Running is an 
exhilarating class chock-full of 
new and interesting exercises! 
Each day you will be taught 
the perfect running form for 
comfort and speed. The coach 
is particularly motivating. In 
this class all you will feel is 
motivated! You will never feel 
down because of your constant 
runner's high. You will never 
miss a sunny morning because 
you will be getting up bright 
and early. PE5: Beginner Run-

ning is particularly fantastic in 
the beautiful city of Pasadena, 
California, where the weather 
is always clear. You will expe-
rience such streets as: Arden 
Road, Cameron Drive, and Oak 
Grove Avenue. Running past 
Bernoulli the Beaver is one of 
the best feelings you will ever 
feel at Cal-Tech. The CIT mas-
cot is cheering you on as if to 
say “Boy I wish I didn’t have 
this stinking tail, I would be 
running just like you!”

A Review of PE5: Beginner Running

Diego Barcenas 
News

Letters to the Editor
When Sci-
ence and 
History, 
diverge : 
Whose sci-
ences mat-
ters ?

ghelove@aol.com 
Crackpot Email

So, is it widely known in his-
torical and astronomy circles 
that the Dogon Peoples had 
meticulously studied astrono-
my and that their astronomi-
cal lore goes back thousands of 
years - to 3200 BC.

The facts and findings of 
their stellar accomplishments 
are documented in scores of 
astronomy journals and books, 
although neatly buried and un-
derstated, in most.

Yet when I look at the vari-
ous lists of names and project 
names given to the multitudes 
of space oriented ventures go-

ing forth from NASA, named 
from everything short of your “ 
Aunt’s Hat “ . 

https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/List_of_Solar_System_
probes

https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/List_of_NASA_missions

https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Category:NASA_space_
probes

I find biblical names and ref-
erences, I find names of Greek 
and Roman gods and goddess-
es as well as mythical heroes, 
I find names of Greek and Ro-
man named constellations and 
stellar bodies, I find names of 
pertinent and important fig-
ures to the world and history 
of Astronomy, I find names of 
famed terriestal explorers and 
minus the individuals I find 
names glorifying those specif-
ic movements  ( Pioneer - Ex-
plorer - Surveyor), I find names 
that acronyms towards the 
specific missions , acronyms 
of what the vehicles or probes 
are meant to accomplish, I find 
simple nouns identifying the 
craft or mission ( wind - mes-
senger -

I find names with no flair 
at all, as it were (Commercial 
Crew Program - Living with a 
Star - Large Strategic Science 
Missions); I find adjectives 
and adverbs (Curiosity - Perse-
verance - Opportunity); and I 
could go on and on in this same 
vein.

What I do not find, is any in-
dication of the presence of The 
Dogon and their relationship to 
astronomy, arts and sciences.

I was thinking about just 
newly posting this as separate

 a non-connective post. How-
ever in doing so I would more 
or less be seen, in the eyes and 
minds of many, of just promot-
ing a DEI agenda, of sorts. I 
have trolls aplenty in regards 
to my political postings so, no 

need to engage with even more.

I will however, email those 
associated with NASA regard-
ing this blatant oversight of the 
Dogon peoples, perhaps y’all 
should do the same.

Therefore, I thought it best to 
attach it as a comment to some-
one and post, who and which, 
are already cognizant and fully 
abreast of the historical mate-
rial and its diminished promo-
tion. Now there’s some hidden 
figures for you.

On the subject of the newly 
popularized dis-phrase of year 
and perhaps the rest of decade 
to come: DEI  ( Diversity, equi-
ty, and inclusion), allow me to 
coin an appropriate response.

Next time they shout DEI at 
you, you shout back:

E/ESX ( Eurocentrism/Eth-
nocentrism - Segregation and 
Exclusion )

pronounce the slash

The Sirian 
Connection
info@alliancesforhu-

manity.com 
Crackpot Email

Our Solar System orbits the 
star Sirius. Sirius orbits Alcyo-
ne in the Pleiades.

There are 7 types of sub-
stance. Each has 7 sub-states 
(solid, liquid, gas and the 4 
ethers).

If this caught your attention 
then please read on.

I go out to the CNN website 
multiple times a day.

I look for articles dealing 
with Astronomy, ancient An-
thropology, Paleontology and 
Geomorphology.

I’ll then contact those men-
tioned in the article.

I also look for research pa-

pers and groups which those 
mentioned may be a part of.

I’ll then collect the names 
and find the addresses of those 
individuals.

This is how I came across 
each of you.

Our global society is falling 
apart.

I don’t see the necessary atti-
tudes changing which will cor-
rect this.

ALL OF US have a part to 
play in this.

I earned a B.S. in Physics 
back in 2014.

I mention this only to show 
that in some ways I’m one of 
you.

The scientific approach is 
very much a part my mentality.

What separates us are certain 
intellectual boundaries which 
I’ve opposed.

I’ve had no problem exam-
ining what many of you would 
consider forbidden territory.

Theosophy, and the Occult 
Sciences, to be more specific.

ANY definitions you may find 
on the web will be wholly inad-
equate folks!!!

See “For Our Scientists” and 
“the HIERARCHY” below for 
knowledgeable presentations.

I’ve pushed through the non-
sense, the veil, and found a 
structure with its core tenets.

I’ll be sharing some of this 
with you.

What little is given will open 
a significant door.

There are 3 approaches 
which can be taken towards 
what is above:

1). Ignore it, it’s beneath your 
status to consider.

2). Following these leads 
would cause too many ripples 
which you don’t want to deal 
with.

3). Give the material a chance 
to prove itself.

In the 1st case you have ar-
rogance, in the 2nd cowardice 
and in the 3rd wisdom.

Your research is interesting, 
and needed, but not nearly 
as important as verifying the 

Sirian connection.
Especially if you can deter-

mine the 6 other systems!
The implications, along a 

number of lines, would be sig-
nificant.

Is it this which is causing 
problems, rocking the boat? If 
so then you need to set better 
priorities!

Astrologically a lot of atten-
tion is given to the Infrared 
Spectrum, 1,000-700nm.

The Visible Spectrum is ap-
proximately 700-400nm.

This spectrum allows the see-
ing of DENSE physical objects 
composed of solids, liquids and 
many gases.

Conventional eyesight cov-
ers this spectrum, these forms, 
types of matter.

I highly recommend more at-
tention be given to the Ultravi-
olet Spectrum, 400-10nm.

Frequent reference is made 
to “the Ethers” in certain liter-
ature, the 4 sub-gaseous states.

There are many who can nat-
urally see ETHERIC physical 
forms.

Forms that may, or may not, 
have a DENSE physical coun-
terpart.

Technology needs to be de-
veloped which can view this 
spectrum.

info@AlliancesForHumani-
ty.com began to be blocked by 
mpia.de on 2/24/24, labeling it 
as spam.

On 2/27/24 it officially be-
came blacklisted by postmas-
ter@mailsupport.dfn.de.

mpia-hd.mpg.de and 
mpimf-heidelberg.mpg.de have 
blacklisted it as well.

mpia.de overestimates its 
understanding, it’s being arro-
gant, OR it’s afraid of the possi-
bilities should

    what I’m presenting be 
honestly and objectively exam-
ined. It’s forcing its limitations 
upon its people.

Prove the Sirian connection 
folks!!! Find the 6 other sys-
tems. This one act will accom-
plish MUCH!



Donate to the Fund for Student Life 
and Support Tom Mannion!The Hot Rivet Editors’ Note: 

This is not satire! 
Davy photo by Max Oberg

Class of 2025 Senior Gift

Scan the QR code, or visit 
SeniorClassGift.caltech.edu

April 1 – June 20, 2025EVERYONE 
can donate — 
not just seniors! 
Underclasspeople and 
alumni are encouraged to 
contribute as well. 
The great thing about donating 
to the Fund for Student Life is, 
the money comes right back to 
support future generations of our 
beloved Caltech traditions! A lot of them, 
for example ASCIT’s Pi Day 1:59am Pie 
celebration which was cancelled last month, 
are usually funded by Tom Mannion, but 
his budget for these activities was dropped to 
$0 this year. The Fund for Student Life is the 
best way to contribute directly to these 
activities without the Institute pocketing 
a substantial chunk.

“Hello, I am Tom Mannion 
and I endorse this message!”

With much love,
—your senior class 
presidents <3

   Michael Gutierrez,
   Jonathan Booker,

   Max Oberg

For seniors: The Class of 2023 set the current record of 53% participation. We can 
do better than that, for sure!
There is also a HOUSE CHALLENGE, and the house with the biggest total donation 
from seniors at the end of the campaign will win a fabulous swag party! Last 
year’s winner was Page House.

http://SeniorClassGift.caltech.edu
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Camilla Fezzi 
The Inside World

Ah, Caltech—the 
mythical land of equa-
tions, algorithms, and 
caffeine-fueled aca-
demic marathons. If 
Hogwarts is for aspir-
ing wizards, Caltech is 
for aspiring rocket sci-
entists, cancer healers 
and people who think 
solving a 12-dimen-
sional Rubik’s Cube is 
a “fun weekend proj-
ect.” Let me take you on 
a journey through the 
unique species known 
as Caltech Nerds (me 
definitely included, as I 
prefer talking to horses 
than people and being 
in a lab working with 
tumor cells).

1. The "Problem Set 
Gladiator"

These individuals 
don’t just do their home-
work—they wage war 
against it. A problem set 
at Caltech isn’t your av-
erage “find x” nonsense. 
It’s more like: “Assume 
the existence of paral-
lel universes. Derive the 
speed of light in Uni-
verse B given that Uni-
verse A is shaped like 
a Klein bottle. SHOW 
YOUR WORK.”

Example 1: You’ll 
find the Problem Set 
Gladiator in the library 
at 3 a.m., surrounded 
by empty Red Bull cans, 
scribbling equations 
that look like they were 
written by an alien civi-
lization.

Example 2: During 
lunch, they casually 
discuss Hamiltonian 
mechanics with their 
friends, while everyone 
else is just trying to fig-
ure out how to peel their 
orange.

Favorite Phrase: 
“Wait... was this due 
yesterday? Oh no, I 
thought it was due at 
11:59 p.m… in Pacific 
Mars Time”

2. The Lab Hermit 
(me)

This nerd has taken 
the idea of “hands-on 
learning” to a new lev-
el. They practically live 
in the lab. Their dorm 
room is just a place to 
keep their spare lab 
coats and ramen noo-
dles or riding boots.

Example 1: They 
once stayed in the lab 
for 72 hours straight be-
cause “the bacteria col-
ony was finally cooper-
ating.”

Example 2: They’ve 
named their lab equip-
ment. “This is Oscillo-
scopey, my best friend. 
And this is Beakie, my 
favorite beaker.”

Favorite Phrase: 
“Don’t touch that! It’s 
calibrated to within 
0.0000001 microns.”

3. The Theoretical 
Physicist Wannabe

You know this nerd. 
They wear T-shirts with 
equations on them that 
nobody understands 
(not even them). Their 
dream is to unlock the 
mysteries of the uni-
verse, but right now, 
they’re just trying to 
pass quantum mechan-
ics and maybe have a 
shower.

Example 1: They 
spend hours debating 
whether time is real or 
just an elaborate human 
illusion, then miss their 
own lecture because 
“time isn’t real, man.”

Example 2: Their 
dorm room walls are 
covered in whiteboards 

filled with equations. 
One of them is labeled 
“TO DO: Build a Worm-
hole. (Buy milk?)”

Favorite Phrase: 
“Have you read Feyn-
man’s lectures? No? 
Then I can’t explain it 
to you." (I have read 
them!!!)

4. The Overachiev-
ing Overlord

This nerd is involved 
in EVERYTHING. 
Clubs, research, intern-
ships, and somehow 
still has time to play the 
violin at a professional 
level. They’re the type 
of person who shows up 
to a 9 a.m. lecture look-
ing like they’ve already 
cured cancer before 
breakfast (ok people 
who know me might see 
me in this… it is hard I 
am really honest).

Example 1: They’re 
the president of three 
student organizations, 
the lead in the school 
play, and still manage 
to get a 100% on every 
test.

Example 2: They 
casually mention their 
summer internship at 
NASA during a conver-
sation about bagels.

Favorite Phrase: 
“Oh, I only got 99% on 
that exam. I’m slip-
ping.” Oh, the professor 
is insane! I did it right 
because…

5. The Meme Lord
Every school has 

a Meme Lord, but 
Caltech’s Meme Lord 
takes it to another lev-
el. They’re the person 
who turns every campus 
quirk into a viral joke. 
They know how to Pho-
toshop the Among Us 
into everything (Dab-
ney people).

Example 1: When 
the Wi-Fi went down 
for two hours, they cre-
ated a meme of Einstein 
crying and captioned it: 
“Relatively Unstable In-
ternet.”

Example 2: They 
once hacked the cam-
pus website to Rickroll 
everyone during finals 
week. It was oddly in-
spiring.

Favorite Phrase: 
“I made a meme about 
this. Check Discord.”

6. The Socially In-
ept Genius

This nerd’s IQ is off 
the charts, but their so-
cial skills are... Well, 
let’s just say they’ve 
been “in beta” for the 
past 20 years.

Example 1: They 
once ended a first date 
with the words, “This 
was fun. Do you want to 
see my MATLAB code?”

Example 2: They’ve 
Googled “how to make 
small talk” more times 
than they’ve Googled 
“how to integrate a func-
tion across a complex 
plane” (which is saying 
something).

Favorite Phrase: 
“Sorry, I’m bad at this 
‘talking’ thing. But did 
you know black holes 
can theoretically evapo-
rate?”

7. The Prankster 
Engineer

Caltech’s nerds have 
a rich history of pulling 
off some of the most 
elaborate pranks in ac-
ademia. These folks 
will rewire an elevator 
just for laughs, refill the 
hand sanitizer dispens-
ers with ketchup, or re-
place the campus foun-
tain water with Jell-O.

Example 1: In 1984, 
they changed the Hol-
lywood sign to read 
“Caltech.” Just casual 
nerd things.

Example 2: A group 
of pranksters once built 
a robot that roamed the 
campus, delivering bad 
puns to unsuspecting 
students.

Favorite Phrase: 
“It’s not ‘vandalism.’ It’s 
engineering.”

6.	 The Sleep-De-
prived Zombie

You can identify this 
nerd by their bloodshot 
eyes, messy hair, and 
the faint smell of burnt 
coffee clinging to their 
clothes. Sleep is a lux-
ury they simply cannot 
afford.

Example 1: They 
once fell asleep in class 
and woke up mid-lec-
ture screaming, “THE 
ANSWER IS 42!”

Example 2: They’ve 
started using their TI-
84 calculator as a pil-
low. “It’s ergonomic,” 
they claim.

Favorite Phrase: 
“I’ll sleep after finals. Or 
maybe after graduation. 
Or... someday.”

A Beautiful Chaos
The nerds of Caltech 

are a unique breed. 
They’re brilliant, hilari-
ous, and just a little bit 
insane—but in the best 
way possible. Whether 
they’re solving unsolv-
able equations, pulling 
off pranks, or debating 
the nature of reality, one 
thing is certain: life at 
Caltech is never boring. 
So, here’s to the Caltech 
nerds. May your equa-
tions always balance, 
your experiments nev-
er explode (too much), 
and your memes forever 
go viral.

The Nerds of Caltech: A Deep Dive Into the 
Geekiest Ecosystem on Earth

RepoRteRs & Columnists Wanted
Calling ALL members of the Caltech community – not just undergrads.
The California Tech is the voice of the people, and we need you to speak!

Visit tech.caltech.edu/write (or QR Code)

to see story ideas and open positions

communicating 
thoughts and 
feelings in a healthy 
and effective 
manner

communicating 
thoughts and 
feelings in a healthy 
and effective 
manner

tech.caltech.edu/discord

tech@caltech.edu

tech.caltech.edu/submit
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The News-Opinion divide
All articles shall be clearly and explicitly 
labeled as either News or Opinion/Ed-
itorial.
News articles report on topics that have 
been thoroughly researched by Tech 
staff writers, and should be impartial 
to any one point of view. In a News ar-
ticle, the writer shall not insert their 
own personal feelings on the matter; 
the purpose is to let the facts speak for 
themselves. The Tech assumes full re-
sponsibility for all content published as 
News.
In contrast, Opinion articles (includ-
ing Letters to the Editor) may be writ-
ten and submitted by anyone on any 
topic; while the Tech will edit all pub-
lished Opinions to ensure no wrong 
or misleading information, we do not 
otherwise interfere. Again, the role of 
the Tech here is to help the whole cam-
pus communicate their ideas and share 
their stories, not promote specific ones. 
Content published as Opinions do not 
necessarily represent the values of the 
Tech or our staff.
An exception to this is Editorials, which 
are written by Tech staff and represent 
official opinions of the Tech. Any infor-
mation and sources in Editorials shall 
be held to the same standard as News 
reports, but there is no promise or ex-
pectation of impartial coverage.

Fair Reporting
All facts of major significance and rel-
evance to an article shall be sought out 
and included.
If an assertion is made by a source 
about a specific person or organization, 
they shall be contacted and given a rea-
sonable amount of time to respond be-
fore publication. In other words, no sec-
ond-hand information or hearsay shall 
stand on its own.

Quotes and Attribution of Infor-
mation
Facts and quotes that were not collected 
directly by Tech reporters shall be at-
tributed. Articles shall clearly differen-
tiate between what a reporter saw and 
heard first-hand vs. what a reporter ob-
tained from other sources.
Sources’ opinions are just that — opin-
ions. Expert opinions are certainly giv-
en more weight, as are witness opin-
ions. But whenever possible, the Tech 
shall report facts, or at least corroborate 
the opinions. A reporter’s observations 
at a scene are considered facts for the 
purposes of a story.

Sources
All sources shall be treated with re-
spect and integrity. When speaking 
with sources, we shall identify ourselves 
as Tech reporters and clarify why we 
would like to hold an interview. Sources 
for the Tech will never be surprised to 
see their name published.
In published content, we shall put our 
sources’ quotes into context, and — as 
appropriate — clarify what question was 
being answered.
We always ask that a source speak with 
us on the record for the sake of journal-
istic integrity. We want our audience 
to receive information that is credible 
and useful to them. Named sources are 
more trustworthy than unnamed sourc-
es because, by definition, unnamed 
sources will not publicly stand by their 
statements.
That being said, we realize that some 
sources are unwilling to reveal their 
identities publicly when it could jeopar-
dize their safety or livelihood. Even in 
those cases, it is essential that the Tech 
Editor-in-Chief knows the identity of 
the source in question. Otherwise, there 
can be no certainty about whether the 
source and their quotes were falsified.
This also applies for Letters to the Ed-
itor and Opinion submissions to the 
Tech. If the author requests that their 
piece is published anonymously, they 
must provide a reason, and we shall 
consider it in appropriate circumstanc-
es. No truly anonymous submissions 
shall be published. Conversely, no sub-
missions shall be published with the au-
thor’s name without their consent.
When we choose not to identify a source 
by their full name, the article shall ex-
plain to readers why.

Corrections Policy
We strive for promptness in correcting 
all errors in all published content. We 
shall tell readers, as clearly and quickly 
as possible, what was wrong and what 
is correct.
Corrections to articles will be imme-
diately updated on the online version 
of the Tech at tech.caltech.edu. If ap-
propriate, corrections will also be pub-
lished in the following Tech print issue.

Honor Code Applies
In any remaining absence of clarity, the 
Honor Code is the guiding principle.

Journalistic 
Principles

Every issue we’ll show you a different location on campus.  
Find the place and find the QR code hidden there to sign 

the log book and maybe win a fabulous prize???
“On campus” is defined as the convex hull of the buildings shown on  

caltech.edu/map/campus.  
The QR code will be hidden somewhere within the pictured area.
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The California Tech aims 
to publish biweekly except 
during vacation and exam-
ination periods by the Associ-
ated Students of the Califor-
nia Institute of Technology, 
Inc. The opinions expressed 
herein are strictly those of 
the authors and advertisers. 
Letters and submissions are 
welcome; email submissions 
to tech@caltech.edu, or sub-
mit them on our Discord  
server (https://discord.gg/
Zaah8749s2). The editors 
reserve the right to edit and 
abridge all submissions 
for any reason. All written 
work remains property of 
its author. The advertising 
deadline is 12 pm on Fri-
day; all advertising should 
be submitted electronically 
or as camera ready art, but 
The Tech can also do simple 
typesetting and arrange-
ment. All advertising inqui-
ries should be directed to the 
business manager at tech@
caltech.edu.

Tech Editor’s Corner

Backdrop addresses 
cowboy
By Margaret Atwood

Starspangled cowboy
sauntering out of the almost-
silly West, on your face
a porcelain grin,
tugging a papier-mâché cactus
on wheels behind you with a string,

you are innocent as a bathtub
full of bullets.

Your righteous eyes, your laconic
trigger-fingers
people the streets with villains:
as you move, the air in front of you
blossoms with targets

and you leave behind you a heroic
trail of desolation:
beer bottles
slaughtered by the side
of the road, bird-
skulls bleaching in the sunset.

I ought to be watching
from behind a cliff or a cardboard 
storefront
when the shooting starts, hands 
clasped
in admiration,
but I am elsewhere.

Then what about me

what about the I
confronting you on that border,
you are always trying to cross?

I am the horizon
you ride towards, the thing you can 
never lasso

I am also what surrounds you:
my brain
scattered with your
tincans, bones, empty shells,
the litter of your invasions.

I am the space you desecrate
as you pass through.

A lovely little poem not remotely relevant to any 
current events. From your favorite Tech editors <3

https://discord.gg/Zaah8749s2
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