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Our glorious dystopia began one 
summer afternoon, 

when two local boys were caught 
building and riding a dangerous 
roller coaster. 

The rightful reaction by con-
cerned parents’ groups was to 
stop all creativity in young peo-
ple, before someone got hurt. 

Everything fun and unique was 
gleefully banned. 

Dangerous swing sets were re-
made into dismal hospital beds. 

Coloring books were colored 
in, ahead of time and inside the 
lines. 

Eventually, children themselves 
were childproofed, 

and stored away until adult-
hood. 

O.S.E.

Yes, oppressive beauty and happi-
ness 

were gratefully replaced by the 
glimmering cesspool 

we wallow in today. 

A demoralized student body cried 
out to be oppressed. That cry was 
answered by one hero.

This is just like 
that one episode of 
Phineas and Ferb

layout by Michael Guutz

Meg Robertson 
Opinion

The Office of Student Experience (OSE), 
hosted in that little yellow house at the corner 
of Hill and Del Mar, is comprised of: 
•	residential experience,
•	student engagement and event manage-
ment,

•	first-year programs,
•	finances and operations, and
•	the faculty in residence.
However, for undergrads at least, when we 

think of the OSE, the main topic that comes 
to mind is event registration. In my time as 
Ricketts Hovse President, I heard many com-
plaints about this process — from their denial 
of rotation event proposals, to their attempt to 
pass off their Bechtel event as an interhouse. I 
AM frustrated, don’t get me wrong. I think that 
some of the events that were denied should be 
approved, and I think that some of the events 
that OSE has hosted have been poor in taste. 
However, the OSE is NOT the bad guy. 

Too often, staff in the OSE office are villain-
ized for simply doing their job. If an event is 
deemed unsafe, too loud, breaking a hazing 
policy, etc, there is often an uproar from the 
students. While I also dislike it when some-
body tells me that I cannot do the event I had 
planned or I need to reconsider aspects of it 
(99% of cases), too often students fail to put 
themselves into other students’ shoes, and 
most times OSE has a good reason for inter-
vention.

When you imagine a typical Caltech student, 
what do you picture? Maybe a student look-
ing to squeeze one more hour in the day to 
finish the set due tomorrow? Too real for me. 
OSE is looking to care for this student — the 
student who just wants to go to college, have 
fun, and succeed academically. OSE is here as 
a resource and safety net for these students. 
When the houses propose events that are un-
palatable to students who may not be as “into” 
house culture, often these events are asked to 
be reconsidered. 

“OSE sucks because they won’t let us have 
more alcohol at our event!” — What about the 
students who then have to live with the smell 
of vomit outside their door for days on end? 

“OSE is the worst because they treat us like 
children!” — What about the students who feel 
unsafe around the students who act like chil-
dren? 

I’m not saying OSE isn’t wrong sometimes. 
I disagree with them a lot, particularly regard-
ing intervention in house culture. What I want 
us to consider, however, is that the decisions 
that the office makes are meant to make the 
students’ lives more eventful, equitable, and 
safe — even if they fall short in execution.

P.S.– Constantly shit talking OSE lowers 
morale more than OSE ever could.

Come on, OSE isn’t the bad guy

Maxwell Montemayor, 
Alicia Zhang 

Student Life

Last Saturday, Techers par-
tied in the Mystery Shack 
during what many Moles con-
sider to be Blacker’s best inter-
hovse since COVID. Themed 
after the cartoon, Gravity Falls, 
numerous patrons dressed as 
characters from the show and 
danced or moshed to curat-
ed sets played by live DJs, on 
a platform with a unique tarp 
“roof”. Others took a break in 
the lounge or dining hall to par-
take in the many food options 
or admire the decorations, 
props, and mural.

Despite worries of low turn-
out due to Lloyd and Avery 
scheduling their beach trips on 
the same day, attendance and 
energy were still high. “I think it 
turned out well, especially see-
ing as a bunch of people from 
Lloyd and Avery returned early 
to come to Blinterhovse,” says 
Blacker Hovse President, Juan 
Luchsinger (ME ‘25, Blacker).

 “I left beach trip for inter-
hovse; worth,” says Gael Moran 
(CS ‘25, Avery), who was part 
of a group of Averites who left 
their beach trip early to attend 
Blinterhouse.

This year, Blacker stepped 
up their DJ game. “It was hype, 
especially the trap session” says 
Jason Kamau (‘27, Page). 

“We had different approach-
es to sets,” explains Albert 
Huang (CNS ‘27, Blacker), who 
helped set up the DJ booth and 
did some DJing himself. “Some 
were pre-mixed (with smooth/
professional transitions) and 
some were fully on-the-fly (re-
quests + whatever we thought 
of by vibes).”

“That was my first time 
DJing… I really want to do it 
again,” says Tyler Gatewood 
(CS ‘27, Blacker). “It was ex-
tremely fun, energy was pret-
ty contagious throughout the 
whole set.”

Ricketts’ resident DJ and 
President, Ramzi Saber (Ay 
‘25) lent his DJ board to Blin-
terhovse and helped train some 
of the DJs. “The hardest thing 
about interhovse in my opin-
ion is appealing to everyone’s 
music taste, but [Blacker] did a 
great job on that,” he says. “A 
lot of these interhouses have 
just a Spotify running, but actu-
ally getting up there and transi-
tioning manually is a skill and 
a half so mad respect to y’all.”

Planning began months in 
advance and construction be-
gan in late March. Moles still 
could be seen running around 
the hovse, making last-minute 
preparations all the way up to 
the 10pm start time. 

Food Frosh Nat Hernandez 
(Geo ‘27, Blacker) led the house 
in making a creative array of 
home-made dishes inspired by 
Gravity Falls. These included a 
carved watermelon jack-o-lan-
tern and hand-wrapped Loser 
candy from the Summerween 
episode, Smile Dip (modified 
Fun-Dip), along with rainbow 
swirl cupcakes, cookies, pump-
kin bread, and coffee cake. The 
food prep team cut hundreds of 
cheese triangles which resem-
bled Bill Cipher, the golden tri-
angular villain of the show. 

“Well… that was the most 
stressful thing I ever did… 
you’re rushing everywhere run-
ning up and down stairs mak-
ing sure food gets done and still 
making food yourself,” says 

Hernandez. “But it got done 
thanks to the help of my won-
derful fellow moles.”

Blinterhovse attendees made 
sure to stop by and snap pic-
tures of this year’s epic mural, 
which featured characters Ford 
Pines and Bill Cipher in an 
apocalyptic version of the titu-
lar town of the show. 

“It was so much fun being the 
art frosh!” says Art Frosh Elo-
ise Zeng (ME/CS ‘27, Blacker), 
who designed the mural and led 
its creation. “The mural turned 
out better than I predicted… 
IMO it looks pretty fire.”

The 16 ft by 25 ft mural was 
painted on a massive piece of 
muslin fabric sewn together 
by moles, which was draped 
over the usual explosion mural. 
“People were very supportive… 
and many helped with [the] 
mural in a lot of ways whether 
it was sewing, moving scaffold-
ing, or driving us to stores,” 
says Zeng.

This year’s platform featured 
an ambitious roof element: a 
white tarp supported by rope 
that was hung over the main 
dance platform like a tent, 
which reached over halfway up 
to the South Hovse roof. 

“We were trying to make it 
look like the Mystery Shack,” 
says Ethan Labelson (EE ‘26, 
Blacker), who is part of Black-
er Hovse Damage Control and 
has worked with administra-
tion to pass the extra fire safety 
and construction checks that 
the roof required. “Honestly it 
turned out better than I expect-
ed,” he says. 

The platform consists of a 
bridge connecting Blacker’s en-
trance walkway to a lower plat-
form with mirrored stairs that 
lead to the upper dance floor, 
which feature the tarp roof and 
DJ booth. Many older Moles 
were excited to see this increase 
in platform complexity—a sign 
of recovery from what Covid 
had done to construction cre-
ativity and efforts. 

“Before my time, we used to 
build pirate ships, triple-deck-
er platforms, flood the court-
yard, and for a while, it felt like 
that kind of thing was behind 
us—but this felt like a return 
to form,” explains Nico Adamo 
(CS ‘24, Blacker).

Neev Mangal (CNS ‘27, Black-
er) was one of the 3 workfrosh 
who helped lead construction. 
“It was a pretty big time com-
mitment… about 3 hours a 
day. Near the end it becomes 
5 hours a day, including week-
ends,” says Mangal. Though, he 
claims the large time sink did 
not meaningfully impact his ac-
ademics, saying “I think it was 
worth it… the more work you 
have the less time you spend 
watching Instagram reels.”

However, some Moles felt 
the pressure of completing the 
platform on time. “We could 
have had more hands in ratio to 
our plans…Our ambition does 
not match our labor force,” says 
Tyler Gatewood. 

Even more miraculous than 
Blacker completing construc-
tion in the nick of time was the 
lack of noise complaints from 
the neighbors—so a good time 
was had by all. Perhaps the 
tarp helped absorb some of the 
noise from the party.

Moles spent weeks working 
on numerous hand-crafted 
lounge projects. Impressive 
crafts featured a paper-mache 
Waddles the pig and Giant rat, 
a metal cage, clouds that hung 
from the dining hall ceiling, 
and a rainbow streamer and 

fairy lights chandelier display. 
Emily Nikas (Ch ‘26, Blacker) 

built and painted a whole 7ft 
tall tree made of layered foam 
board, tape, insulating foam, 
and plaster. She had worked so 
hard on the tree, that she had 
to nap during some of Blinter-
house.

Ahaan Shetty (Ph ‘27, Black-
er) led the construction and 
painting of a whole miniature 
Mystery Shack spanning 5ft 
wide and 8ft tall in the center 
of Blacker lounge. “[It’s] super 
meaningful to have everyone 
contributing over a long period 
of time, and a great bonding ex-
perience,” says Shetty.

Preparing for interhovse as 
well as the party itself instilled 
a strong sense of Hovse cama-
raderie in many Moles. “Black-
er interhovse is the highest 
effort of all the interhouses in 
terms of construction, deco-
ration, and lounge projects,” 
claims Shetty. “It’s in [the] 
Blacker spirit to be building 
stuff together, that’s what made 
it great overall.“ 

“It was also crazy to me how 
working on interhovse felt so 
natural and genuine this year” 
says Adam Krivka (CS ‘24, 
Blacker). 

Blacker senior Nico Adamo 
describes his Blinterhouse ex-
perience: “hit the floor, threw 
ass to Shakira up there alone 
like a ten-cent whore while 
the Flems stared at me and 
ate mini corn dogs. Sang some 
Sheeran, spent about 2 hours in 
bed, came back for emo music 
and then stared wistfully into 
the night, contemplating the 
aging process”.

“Leaving this year is bit-
tersweet for a lot of reasons,“ 
says Adamo. But his last Blin-
terhouse was something that 
made him feel confident that 
he was “leaving the house in 
the hands of some of the most 
incredibly capable and passion-
ate people I’ve ever met.”

Blacker Hovse Hosts Gravity Falls-
themed Interhovse Party 
...or Blinterhouse 2024: Gravity Falls

Photos courtesy of Maxwell Montemayor and Alicia Zhang
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NCHASurveySurvey
$1,000 WORTH OF GIVEAWAYS!!

@caltechwellnessStudent Wellness Services

T A K E  T H E  C O N F I D E N T I A L

5.06.2024 - 5.26.2024
Look out for the email with subject line: “Time to Represent

Caltech in the 2024 National College Health Assessment (NCHA)!”

Every two years, Student Wellness Services invites all currently enrolled 
Caltech students 18 and older to take the National College Health Assess-
ment, or NCHA. It’s a confidential national survey that asks about health 
behaviors such as exercise, sleep, alcohol use, mental health, and more. You 
should be done in less than 30 minutes.

The NCHA will be live from Monday, May 6th to Sunday, May 26th. You’ll 
get your survey link on Monday, May 6th - watch for the subject line, “Time to 
represent Caltech in the 2024 National College Health Assessment (NCHA)”

The NCHA is Wellness Services’ single most useful way to gauge how our 
students are doing overall in terms of their physical and emotional health, 
and to see how we  compare to other universities. Remember, your respons-
es are confidential, and everyone who completes the NCHA will be entered 
into a drawing for $1,000 worth of giveaways just for Caltech students! Keep 
your eyes open on Monday the 6th.

Prizes include:

•	 Nintendo Switch
•	 Bose noise-cancelling headphones
•	 North Face backpack
•	 Lululemon belt bag
•	 Kinto tumbler

Sponsored by Student Wellness Services

National College Health 
Assessment: We Need Your 
Participation!

AUDITIONS
for

Be a part of the full production this fall!

Open to all Caltech/JPL community
Performance dates: November 2024

Auditions: 12-3pm,
May 25, 2024

(Alternate times available upon request.)

Questions? Email brophy@caltech.edu
Produced by Caltech Theater, as part of the Getty Pacific Standard Time festival.

In Brief...
Caltech Extends Collaboration with 
Google Workspace for Education

The Brinson Exploration Hub

Policy Change: 
Effective May 14, sharing links from Caltech’s Google Work-
space will no longer be solely restricted to Caltech users. This 
change allows for collaboration outside of Caltech. 
You must ensure that, when sharing access to your content, 
you adhere to legal and regulatory compliance. For example, 
do not share any export-controlled information or FERPA 
data, HIPAA data, human participant data, Personally Identi-
fiable Information (PII), or data or files requiring special con-
sent or licenses to release.   
Upon logging in, you will be asked to agree to comply with data 
protection laws, regulations, and all Google Workspace terms 
and conditions. Parental or guardian consent is required for 
minors to use the workspace. 
If you have questions regarding compliance, please reach out 
to either the Office of General Counsel or the Office of Re-
search Compliance. 
Educational Focus: 
Sharing copyrighted materials with your students works dif-
ferently online. The Caltech Library can help you provide 
these materials to your students while observing copyright 
guidelines. Please visit https://library.caltech.edu/search/re-
serves for more information.

As has been recently announced, Caltech is fortunate to 
have received an endowment from The Brinson Foundation to 
form The Brinson Exploration Hub, a unique implementation 
organization where we consider success to be a deployment, 
expedition, or mission. The Brinson Exploration Hub aims 
to enable the advancement of our scientific understanding of 
Earth, the solar system, and the cosmos, and is currently de-
veloping the structures necessary to support these endeavors.

Projects undertaken by the Brinson Exploration Hub must 
address the following 5 pillars:

1. Implement breakthrough exploration projects that drive 
scientific and societal benefit.

2. Produce a new generation of “space savvy” alumni.
3. Execute with speed, agility and risk tolerance.
4. Seize emerging opportunities in the broader ecosystem of 

Earth and Space exploration.
5. Respond to the strategic ambitions of both Caltech and 

JPL.
We are now requesting feedback from you via a Request for 

Information (RFI) form available at https://forms.gle/C9b-
VsWTYicGZvaZB9

This feedback will assist us to structure the programs and 
associated calls for concepts.

* THIS IS NOT A CALL FOR PROPOSALS - we expect a call 
to be issued end-of-summer.

* If you have multiple concept ideas, feel free to submit 
multiple surveys.

* Responses are due by May 27, 2024.
* Please contact Rachel Etheredge (rethered@caltech.edu) 

with questions.
* PLEASE DO NOT CONTACT THE BRINSON FOUNDA-

TION DIRECTLY.
—THE BRINSON EXPLORATION HUB

Want to work for the Tech?
We need sports writers and desk editors! Pay for sports writers 

starts at 5¢/word, while pay for copy editors starts at $20/issue! 

Contact tech@caltech.edu if you are interested in either position!

https://forms.gle/C9bVsWTYicGZvaZB9 
https://forms.gle/C9bVsWTYicGZvaZB9 
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The California Tech aims 
to publish biweekly except 
during vacation and exam-
ination periods by the Associ-
ated Students of the Califor-
nia Institute of Technology, 
Inc. The opinions expressed 
herein are strictly those of 
the authors and advertis-
ers. Letters and submissions 
are welcome; email submis-
sions to tech@caltech.edu, or 
submit them on our Discord  
server (https://discord.gg/
Zaah8749s2). The editors 
reserve the right to edit and 
abridge all submissions for 
any reason. All written work 
remains property of its author. 
The advertising deadline is 12 
pm on Friday; all advertising 
should be submitted electron-
ically or as camera ready art, 
but The Tech can also do sim-
ple typesetting and arrange-
ment. All advertising inquiries 
should be directed to the busi-
ness manager at tech@caltech.
edu.

The News-Opinion divide
All articles shall be clearly and explic-
itly labeled as either News or Opinion/
Editorial.
News articles report on topics that have 
been thoroughly researched by Tech 
staff writers, and should be impartial 
to any one point of view. In a News 
article, the writer shall not insert their 
own personal feelings on the matter; 
the purpose is to let the facts speak for 
themselves. The Tech assumes full re-
sponsibility for all content published as 
News.
In contrast, Opinion articles (including 
Letters to the Editor) may be written 
and submitted by anyone on any topic; 
while the Tech will edit all published 
Opinions to ensure no wrong or mis-
leading information, we do not other-
wise interfere. Again, the role of the 
Tech here is to help the whole campus 
communicate their ideas and share 
their stories, not promote specific ones. 
Content published as Opinions do not 
necessarily represent the values of the 
Tech or our staff.
An exception to this is Editorials, which 
are written by Tech staff and represent 
official opinions of the Tech. Any infor-
mation and sources in Editorials shall 
be held to the same standard as News 
reports, but there is no promise or ex-
pectation of impartial coverage.

Fair Reporting
All facts of major significance and rel-
evance to an article shall be sought out 
and included.
If an assertion is made by a source 
about a specific person or organization, 
they shall be contacted and given a 
reasonable amount of time to respond 
before publication. In other words, no 
second-hand information or hearsay 
shall stand on its own.

Quotes and Attribution of Infor-
mation
Facts and quotes that were not collect-
ed directly by Tech reporters shall be 
attributed. Articles shall clearly differ-
entiate between what a reporter saw 
and heard first-hand vs. what a report-
er obtained from other sources.
Sources’ opinions are just that — opin-
ions. Expert opinions are certainly 
given more weight, as are witness opin-
ions. But whenever possible, the Tech 
shall report facts, or at least corrobo-
rate the opinions. A reporter’s observa-
tions at a scene are considered facts for 
the purposes of a story.

Sources
All sources shall be treated with respect 
and integrity. When speaking with 
sources, we shall identify ourselves 
as Tech reporters and clarify why we 
would like to hold an interview. Sourc-
es for the Tech will never be surprised 
to see their name published.
In published content, we shall put our 
sources’ quotes into context, and — as 
appropriate — clarify what question 
was being answered.
We always ask that a source speak with 
us on the record for the sake of journal-
istic integrity. We want our audience 
to receive information that is credible 
and useful to them. Named sources 
are more trustworthy than unnamed 
sources because, by definition, un-
named sources will not publicly stand 
by their statements.
That being said, we realize that some 
sources are unwilling to reveal their 
identities publicly when it could jeop-
ardize their safety or livelihood. Even 
in those cases, it is essential that the 
Tech Editor-in-Chief knows the identi-
ty of the source in question. Otherwise, 
there can be no certainty about whether 
the source and their quotes were falsi-
fied.
This also applies for Letters to the Ed-
itor and Opinion submissions to the 
Tech. If the author requests that their 
piece is published anonymously, they 
must provide a reason, and we shall 
consider it in appropriate circumstanc-
es. No truly anonymous submissions 
shall be published. Conversely, no sub-
missions shall be published with the 
author’s name without their consent.
When we choose not to identify a 
source by their full name, the article 
shall explain to readers why.

Corrections Policy
We strive for promptness in correcting 
all errors in all published content. We 
shall tell readers, as clearly and quickly 
as possible, what was wrong and what 
is correct.
Corrections to articles will be immedi-
ately updated on the online version of 
the Tech at tech.caltech.edu. If appro-
priate, corrections will also be pub-
lished in the following Tech print issue.

Honor Code Applies
In any remaining absence of clarity, the 
Honor Code is the guiding principle.

Journalistic 
Principles

The California Tech

The California Tech

CalGuesser
Every issue we’ll show you a different location on campus. Find the place and find 

the QR code hidden there to sign the log book and win a fabulous prize?!?!

Last issue’s winners!

#11

“On campus” is defined by the bounds of 
the map on  

caltech.edu/map/campus.  
The QR code will be hidden somewhere 

within the pictured area.

Lilia Arrizabalaga 
Category

As your friendly neighborhood former Dabney Athman, I have a great passion for try-
ing to get people to go to the gym. As part of these efforts, I would like to give you a nice 
example workout.

Dumbbell Bicep Curls with Static Hold
- This exercise will help give you the strength to hold a newspaper for the prolonged 

time it will take you to read it

Farmers Carries
- A classic exercise that will prepare you for hauling 200 newspapers through a cold 

Boston morning to deliver the Tech.

Push Ups
- My number one exercise, pop a copy of the Tech in front of you while you do them to 

remind you of proper form keeping your head in line with your spine.

Burpees
- This one has nothing to do with the Tech, I just like making people suffer

Warm Up:
Arm circles 10 seconds each direction
1min jumping jacks
30s arm swings
Circuit (do each exercise, rest then repeat x4):
10 Dumbbell Bicep Curls with Static Hold
10 Push Ups
30s Farmers Carries
10 Burpees

Cool Down:
Do some static stretches to cool down, then grab a copy of the Tech and read through 

it for good measure.

The California Tech Sponsored 
Workout

Brilliant poetry is an internation-
al competition that invites people 
from around the world to express 
scientific wonder and discovery 
through verse. Submissions are 
open from March 21st, 2024 to 
June 21st, 2024. More information 
can be found at this link: https://
www.thebrilliantpoetry.com/.

Interested in writing poetry?

https://discord.gg/Zaah8749s2
https://discord.gg/Zaah8749s2
https://www.thebrilliantpoetry.com/
https://www.thebrilliantpoetry.com/

