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ness start-up atmosphere, emphasizing the cultivation
of strategic business thinking and risk taking. As pre-
lude to the program’s selection process, applicants
form interdisciplinary teams of two or three people.
Each team creates a business plan for a proposed
start-up company that commercializes technologies
that the applicants developed or have been exposed
to during their studies. Teams are judged on the mer-
its of the business model, use of innovative technolo-
gy, and the candidates” qualities of enthusiasm, pas-
sion, and commitment. Each Fellow receives a
stipend and benefits for the length of the program.
Caltech’s course, Entrepreneurial Development (E
102), open to Art Center students, provides an excel-
lent precursor to the application process.

Of the 75 applicants from Caltech and Art
Center, nine Fellows were selected, in four project
teams, and they officially began work on July 9, 2001.
Their innovations range from a fluids-based means of
information display to enhanced synthesis of comput-
er animation. The teams and their projects for the

first year are:

Frederick Romberg (MS °00) (Caltech) and Daniel
Schenck (Art Center). Bubble Imaging Technologies:
developing three-dimensional liquid-motion technolo-

gy for dynamic displays.

Boris Axelrod, (BS *01) Yasufumi Shiraishi (BS *01),
and Serge Sverdlov (BS °01) (Caltech). Centoid: devel-
opment of economic algorithms that will make the
collection of small sums of money over the Internet

extremely efficient.

Photo, left fo right standing: Yasufumi Shiraishi, Serge Sverdlov, Joey
Jones, Boris Axelrod, Eagle Jones, Daniel Schenck, Frederick Romberg;
seated: Matthew Carroll and Robert Sneddon.

~ Matthew Carroll (Art Center) and Robert Sneddon

(Caltech). KnowNet: an Internet communication Sys-
tem for forming “trust networks” for the rapidly grow-

ing knowledge management industry.

Eagle Jones (BS *01) (Caltech) and Joey Jones (Art
Center). Synthesized Animation: development of real-
time motion synthesis software to enable easier and
faster creation of computer animation and games for

the entertainment and Internet industries.

The success of all entrepreneurial endeavors depends
on teamwork. The EFP is no exception, and great
efforts have gone into bringing on partners as advi-
sors, mentors, and sponsors. These partners have
been enlisted as Berlitz instructors, so to speak, to
help translate the many dialects of business language;
the partners also provide the Fellows with personal
and intellectual relationships in the financial, market-
ing, and legal communities—relationships critical to
entrepreneurial success. In addition to their advising
and mentoring roles, many partners have brought
their companies into the program; Intel, ITU Ven-
tures, National Collegiate Investors and Innovators
Alliance, Mohr Davidow, Motorola Ventures, and
O’Melveny Consulting are all providing invaluable
financial support to the EFP.

The physical and metaphorical point of conver-
gence for the Fellows is the space they share in
Moore Laboratory. The participants from Caltech
refer to the room as a lab. Art Center folks call it a
studio. EFP administrators understand it as an office.
The space is, in truth, all the above and more. It’s a
place where the associated activities of labs, studios,
and offices come together in the service of dynamic

education.

To learn more ahout the program as a Fellow or partner,
please e-mail Dr. Ken Pickar at pickar@caltech.edu OF
Visit http://www.efp.caltech.edu
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