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Monday, February 10

Geological and Planetary Sciences
Seminar

155 Arms, Robert Sharp Lecture Hall,
4 p.m.—"Hydrocarbon Hazes on Early
Earth and Titan: Experimental Con-
straints on Photochemical Formation
Rates and Optical Properties,” Kristie
A. Boering, assistant professor, depart-
ment of earth and planetary science,
UC Berkeley. Information: www.gps.
caltech.edu.

Inorganic-Electrochemistry Seminar
147 Noyes, Sturdivant Lecture Hall,

4 p.m.—"Chimeric Metalloprotein Nu-
cleases: The HTH as a Scaffold for De
Novo Design,” Sonya J. Franklin, assis-
tant professor of chemistry, University
of lowa.

James Michelin Seminar Series

25 Baxter, 4 p.m.—"A Sculpture at
Caltech: Moore’s Stone Volute and the
Genealogy of Its Form.” Artist Lloyd
Hamrol, creator of the 1995 Caltech
sculpture, will speak about the sources
of his inspiration and will also address
the topic of creating art for public
spaces. Refreshments.

Applied and Computational
Mathematics Colloquium

101 Guggenheim Lab, Lees-Kubota Lec-
ture Hall, 4:15 p.m.—"Differential Com-
plexes in Numerical Analysis,” Douglas
Arnold, professor of mathematics and
director, Institute of Mathematics and Its
Applications, University of Minnesota,
Twin Cities. Refreshments, 3:45 p.m.
Information: www.acm.caltech.edu/
collog.shtml.

Tuesday, February 11

LIGO Seminar

351 West Bridge, LIGO Science Confer-
ence Room, 11 a.m.—"Seismic Attenua-
tion System (SAS) Prototype Test,”
Akiteru Takamori, LIGO Project, Caltech.

Institute for Quantum Information
Seminar

74 Jorgensen, 3 p.m.—Topic to be an-
nounced. Jonathan Oppenheim, Lady
Davis Fellow, Racah Institute of Physics,
Hebrew University, Israel.

Thesis Seminar

206 Thomas, 3 p.m.—"Thermoacoustic
Instabilities in the Rijke Tube: Experi-
ments and Modeling,” Konstantin
Matveev, graduate student in mechani-
cal engineering, Caltech.

General Biology Seminar

119 Kerckhoff, 4 p.m.—"From Long-
Range Gradients to Local Cell Shape
Changes: How Drosophila Embryos
Control Their Morphogenesis,” Eric
Wieschaus, Squibb Professor in Molecu-
lar Biology, Princeton University, and
investigator, Howard Hughes Medical
Institute.

Wednesday, February 12

Mathematical Physics Seminar

351 Sloan, noon—"Reinforced Random
Walks,” Silke Rolles, department of
mathematics, UCLA. Information: www.
math.caltech.edu/events/mathphys.html.

Astronomy Colloquium (Fifth
Annual Greenstein Lecture)

155 Arms, Robert Sharp Lecture Hall,

4 p.m.—"Cosmological Parameters,”
Wendy Freedman, Carnegie Observato-
ries. Information: www.astro.caltech.
edu/~gma/colloquia.html.

Environmental Science and
Engineering Seminar

142 Keck, 4 p.m.—"Flapping Forces

of Freely Flying Fruit Flies,” Michael
Dickinson, professor of bioengineering,
Caltech. Refreshments, Keck Labs lobby,
3:40 p.m.

Information Sciences Seminar
Series

74 Jorgensen, 4 p.m.—"A Location-
Dependent Recommender System for
the Web,"” Professor Battiti Roberto,
Universita di Trento, Italy. Information:
http://netlab.caltech.edu/seminar/
winter03.htm.

Wiersma Lecture

24 Beckman Labs, 4 p.m.—"Ultrastruc-
ture of LTR,” Professor Kristen Harris,
Institute of Molecular Medicine and
Genetics, Medical College of Georgia.

Leakey Speaker Series on Human
Origins

Beckman Auditorium, 8 p.m.—"The
Chauvet Cave Now: The Oldest Rock Art
Site in the World,” Dr. Jean Clottes,
Conservateur General du Patrimoine,
retired, and former scientific adviser for
prehistoric art to the French Ministry of
Culture. Fee: $10; $24 for the series of
three lectures. Tickets and information:
395-4652, 1 (888) 2CALTECH, or events@
caltech.edu. Individuals with a disability:
395-4688 (voice) or 395-3700 (TDD). Visit
Public Events at www.events.caltech.edu.

Thursday, February 13

LIGO Seminar

351 West Bridge, LIGO Science Confer-
ence Room, 11 a.m.—"Mirror Surface
Losses and Their Thermal Noise Effects
at Low Temperature,” Kazuhiro
Yamamoto, Institute of Cosmic Ray
Research, Kashiwa, Japan.

Caltech Library System Presents:
Web of Science for Science and
Engineering

Sherman Fairchild Library, multimedia
conference room, 2 p.m.—Learn tips and
tricks for searching Web of Science data-
bases more effectively. Registration:
http:/library.caltech.edu/learning/form.
htm. Open to Caltech community mem-
bers only.

Geoclub Seminar

151 Arms, Buwalda Room, 4 p.m.—

" Antarctic Glacial History: The Long and
the Short of It,” Professor John Stone,
department of earth and space sciences,
University of Washington.

Physics Research Conference

201 E. Bridge, 4 p.m.—"The Evolution
of Heavy Elements Since the Big Bang,”
G. J. Wasserburg, MacArthur Professor
of Geology and Geophysics, Emeritus,
Caltech. Refreshments, 114 E. Bridge,
3:45 p.m. Information: www.pma.
caltech.edu/~physcoll/PhysColl.html.

Social and Information Sciences
Laboratory Seminar Series

25 Baxter, 4 p.m.—"When CS Meets
GT: The Agent’s Perspective,” Moshe
Tennenholtz, associate professor,
industrial engineering and manage-
ment department, Technion, Israel.
Refreshments.

Friday, February 14

Theoretical Astrophysics and
Relativity Seminar

114 E. Bridge, 2 p.m.—"Black Hole
Flight Simulation,” Professor Andrew
Hamilton, department of astrophysical
and planetary sciences, University of
Colorado at Boulder.

Fluid Mechanics Seminar

101 Guggenheim Lab, Lees-Kubota
Lecture Hall, 3 p.m.—Topic to be an-
nounced. Professor Costas Pozrikidis,
department of mechanical and aero-
space engineering, UC San Diego.
Information: www.galcit.caltech.edu/
Seminars/Fluids/CurrentFluids/
index.html.

Inorganic-Organometallics Seminar
151 Crellin, 4 p.m.—"Luminescent Metal
Complexes as Probes for Base Pair Mis-
matches in DNA,” Eva Rueba, post-
doctoral scholar in chemistry, Caltech.
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Monday, February 17
Presidents’ Day holiday

22nd Annual Western States
Mathematical Physics Meeting

151 Sloan, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.—Continues
on February 18. For information on
speakers and topics, see www.math.
caltech.edu/events/wsmp03.html. Fee:
$10; graduate students free.

Tuesday, February 18

22nd Annual Western States
Mathematical Physics Meeting

151 Sloan, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.—Continua-
tion of February 17 meeting. For infor-
mation on speakers and topics, see
www.math.caltech.edu/events/
wsmp03.html. Fee: $10; graduate
students free.

Caltech Library System Presents:
Life Sciences Information
Resources

Sherman Fairchild Library, multimedia
conference room, noon—Learn how to
make the most of biology and chemistry
information tools and services provided
by the Caltech Library System. Registra-
tion: http://library.caltech.edu/learning/
form.htm.

General Biology Seminar

119 Kerckhoff, 4 p.m.—"RNAi and
Development in C. elegans,” Craig
Mello, associate professor of molecular
medicine, University of Massachusetts
Medical School, and investigator,
Howard Hughes Medical Institute.

Social and Information Sciences
Laboratory Seminar Series

25 Baxter, 4 p.m.—"Preference Elicita-
tion in Proxied Multiattribute Auctions,”
David C. Parkes, assistant professor of
computer science, Harvard University.
Refreshments.

Wednesday, February 19

Thesis Seminar

153 Noyes, Sturdivant Lecture Hall,

2 p.m.—"Spatial, Temporal, and Chemi-
cal Aspects of Vapor Detection Using
Conductive Composite Chemically Sen-
sitive Resistors,” Shawn M. Briglin,
graduate student in chemistry, Caltech.

Astronomy Colloquium

155 Arms, Robert Sharp Lecture Hall,

4 p.m.—Topic to be announced. Profes-
sor Chris Sneden, department of as-
tronomy, University of Texas. Infor-
mation: www.astro.caltech.edu/~gma/
colloquia.html.

Environmental Science and
Engineering Seminar

142 Keck, 4 p.m.—Topic to be an-
nounced, Professor Philippe Tortell,
botany department, University of
British Columbia.

Information Sciences Seminar
Series

74 Jorgensen, 4 p.m.—Topic to be an-
nounced. Marc Riedel, graduate student
in electrical engineering, Caltech. Infor-
mation: http://netlab.caltech.edu/semi-
nar/winter03.htm.

Molecular Mechanisms of Disease
Seminar

24 Beckman Labs, 4 p.m.—"Molecular
Imaging of Biological Processes: From
Mouse to Man,” Professor Mike Phelps,
department of molecular and medical
pharmacology, Division of Nuclear
Medicine, UCLA.

Rhetoric, Knowledge, and
Information Seminar Series

237 Baxter, 4 p.m.—"Information and
History,” Philip T. Hoffman, professor
of history and social science, Caltech.
Refreshments.

Earnest C. Watson Lecture

Beckman Auditorium, 8 p.m.—“Clean
Water: The Oil of the 21st Century,”
Janet Hering, professor of environmen-
tal science and engineering, and execu-

tive officer for Keck Laboratories, Caltech.

Admission is free. Information: 395-4652,

1(888) 2CALTECH, or events@caltech.edu.

Individuals with a disability: 395-4688
(voice) or 395-3700 (TDD). Visit Public
Events at www.events.caltech.edu.

Thursday, February 20

General Biology Seminar

119 Kerckhoff, 4 p.m.—Topic to be
announced. Dr. Patrick Page-McCaw,
department of physiology, UC San
Francisco.

Geoclub Seminar

151 Arms, Buwalda Room, 4 p.m.—
"Tectonic Geomorphology, Chronology,
and Rates of Active Tectonics of the
Santa Barbara Fold Belt,” Edward Keller,
professor of geology, UC Santa Barbara.

Physics Research Conference

201 E. Bridge, 4 p.m.—"MAPping the
Universe,” Edward L. (Ned) Wright, pro-
fessor of physics and astronomy, UCLA.
Refreshments, 114 E. Bridge, 3:45 p.m.
Information: www.pma.caltech.edu/
~physcoll/PhysColl.html.

Social and Information Sciences
Laboratory Seminar Series

25 Baxter, 4 p.m.—"Diversity: The Inter-
play of Difference in Complex Adaptive
Systems,” Professor Scott E. Page, Cen-
ter for the Study of Complex Systems,
University of Michigan. Refreshments.

Von Karman Lecture Series

JPL, von Karman Auditorium, 7 p.m.—
“"New Weather and Climate Tools for the
21st Century,” Dr. Moustafa Chahine,
senior research scientist and science
team leader, Aqua Spacecraft Sounding
System, JPL. Admission is free. Informa-
tion: www.jpl.nasa.gov/lecture.

Friday, February 21

Condensed Matter Physics Seminar
107 Downs Lab, noon—Topic to be
announced. Professor Dung-Hai Lee,
physics department, UC Berkeley. Infor-
mation: www.its.caltech.edu/~jpelab/
CMP_Seminar_Dates.html.

Fluid Mechanics Seminar

101 Guggenheim Lab, Lees-Kubota Lec-
ture Hall, 3 p.m.—"Instability of a Junc-
tion Vortex,” James Allen, visiting re-
search scientist, University of Poitiers,
France. Information: www.galcit.caltech.
edu/Seminars/Fluids/CurrentFluids/
index.html.

Inorganic-Organometallics Seminar
151 Crellin, 4 p.m.—"Dynamic and
Steady-State Studies of Dye-Sensitized
Titanium Dioxide Photoelectrochemical
Cells,” Elizabeth Mayo, graduate student
in chemistry, Caltech.

Science, Ethics, and Public Policy
Seminar

25 Baxter, 4 p.m.—"Archimedes’
‘Eureka,”” Asger Aaboe, emeritus profes-
sor of mathematics, history of science,
and Near Eastern languages and litera-
tures, Yale University. Refreshments.
Information: www.hss.caltech.edu/ses/
index.html.

Von Karman Lecture Series

Pasadena City College, 1570 E. Colorado,
the Vosloh Forum (south of Colorado

on Bonnie), 7 p.m.—"New Weather

and Climate Tools for the 21st Century,”
Dr. Moustafa Chahine, senior research
scientist and science team leader, Aqua
Spacecraft Sounding System, JPL.
Admission is free. Information: www.
jpl.nasa.gov/lecture.

The precious
commodity of water

A basic necessity of life for all living
things, water is something we often take
for granted. However, ensuring a suffi-
cient supply to meet the world’s needs is
becoming more and more difficult. Janet
Hering, professor of environmental science
and engineering and executive officer for
Keck Laboratories, sums up the situation
in the February 19 Watson lecture, “Clean
Water: The Oil of the 21st Century.”

Lack of access to safe drinking water is
a major cause of iliness and death, espe-
cially in children, in many developing
countries. In the arid southwestern United
States, water resources are coming under
increasing pressure as a result of popula-
tion growth, the competing needs of
cities, farms, and sensitive ecosystems,
and the anticipated changes in rain- and
snowfall patterns that may accompany
global changes in climate. Both the quan-
tity and quality of available water are
critical concerns in managing water re-
sources. In her lecture, Hering will exam-
ine the factors affecting water quality,
technologies for improving it, and pos-
sible strategies to meet future water sup-
ply needs.

The free public lecture begins at
8 p.m. in Beckman Auditorium. No tick-
ets are required; seats will be available on
a first-come, first-served basis, starting at
7:30. For more information, contact Public
Events at 1 (888) 2-CALTECH, (626) 395-4652,
or events@caltech.edu, or visit www.events.
caltech.edu. Individuals with a disability

can call 395-4688 (voice) or 395-3700 (TDD).
[ ]



Campustvents

Monday, February 10

Baby Furniture and Household Equipment
Pool

234 S. Catalina, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.—Loans of
kitchen and household necessities and baby
furniture are made to members of the Caltech
community. Information: 584-9773.

Men'’s Golf
vs. Claremont-Mudd-Scripps, Brookside Golf
Course, 1 p.m.

Tuesday, February 11

Photoshop Class

New Media Classroom, 363 S. Hill Avenue,

10 a.m. to noon—Learn the important functions
of Photoshop, such as selection, layers, image
enhancement, and correct file formats. The em-
phasis is on research images, but the information
is useful to anyone working with images. This
two-day class will continue on Thursday. Regis-
tration: carolynp@caltech.edu. Information:
http://muri.caltech.edu/nmc/index.htm.

Preschool Playgroup

Tournament Park, 10 a.m. to noon—Song and

storytime, crafts and free play for toddlers and
preschoolers (from walking to age 4). Informa-
tion: 792-7808 or julia@astro.caltech.edu.

Reel Women Series: Because This is About
Love

Second floor common space, Center for Student
Services, noon—Because This Is About Love:

A Portrait of Gay and Lesbian Marriage profiles
five lesbian and gay couples from multicultural
backgrounds, whose members have made a
lifelong commitment to each other by going
through a marriage ceremony. They tell their
own stories of how they met, why they decided
to marry, and how their family and friends
responded. Pizza and drinks provided.

Greenstein Memorial Service

Dabney Lounge, 3:30 p.m.—The memorial service
for the late Jesse L. Greenstein will be followed
by a reception. Professor Greenstein founded
Caltech’s astronomy department in 1948. He was
the colleague, mentor, and friend of several
generations of astronomers and physicists who
made Caltech their scientific home, and many
others who passed through as students and
postdocs.

Caltech Tai Chi Club

Winnett Lounge, 7 p.m.—Meets Tuesdays and
Fridays weekly. Sessions are free. Information:
www.its.caltech.edu/~taichi.

Amnesty International Letter Writing
Athenaeum Rathskeller, 7:30 p.m.—An informal
meeting at which we write letters on human-
rights abuses around the world. All are welcome.
Refreshments. Information: (818) 354-4461 or
lkamp@lively.jpl.nasa.gov.

Frank Capra Film Festival: Meet John Doe
Beckman Auditorium, 7:30 p.m.—This work by
Caltech alumnus Frank Capra (BS 1918) tells the
story of a hobo who agrees to impersonate a
nonexistent character in a newspaper story who
threatened suicide to protest an unjust political
and social system. A panel discussion will follow
the film. Admission is free. Information: 395-4652,
1 (888) 2CALTECH, or events@caltech.edu. Indi-
viduals with a disability: 395-4688 (voice) or
395-3700 (TDD). Visit Public Events at www.
events.caltech.edu.

Women'’s Basketball
at University of La Verne, 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, February 12

Baby Furniture and Household Equipment
Pool

234 S. Catalina, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.—Loans of
kitchen and household necessities and baby
furniture are made to members of the Caltech
community. Information: 584-9773.

Wednesdays in the Park

Tournament Park, 10 a.m. to noon—Conversation
and coffee for parents and caregivers, and
playtime for children. Information: 355-3874

or Icklavins@hotmail.com.

Men's Basketball
at University of Redlands, 7:30 p.m.

Thursday, February 13

Photoshop Class

New Media Classroom, 363 S. Hill Avenue,

10 a.m. to noon—A continuation of Tuesday’s
class. Information: http://muri.caltech.edu/nmc/
index.htm.

Friday, February 14

Caltech Tai Chi Club

Winnett Lounge, 7 p.m.—Meets Tuesdays and
Fridays weekly. Sessions are free. Information:
www.its.caltech.edu/~taichi.

Women's Basketball
vs. Claremont-Mudd-Scripps, 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, February 15

Men’s Tennis
vs. Pomona-Pitzer, 9:30 a.m.

Women'’s Tennis
at Pomona-Pitzer, 9:30 a.m.

Baseball
vs. Cal State Monterey Bay, noon.

Track and Field
MIT Coed Invitational, at MIT, noon.

Beginning/Intermediate Ballet Class

Braun Gym, multipurpose room, 1 p.m.—A free
class taught by experienced members of the
Caltech Dance Troupe. All experience levels are
invited. The first hour will be beginning/interme-
diate exercise at the barre, while the last half hour
will be an intermediate floor exercise. No special
clothing or shoes are required.

Swimming and Diving
at Mills College, 1 p.m.

Men’s Basketball
vs. Cal Lutheran University, 7:30 p.m.

Sunday, February 16

Amnesty International Book Discussion
Group

Vroman'’s Bookstore, 695 E. Colorado Boulevard,
2nd floor, 6:30 p.m.—This month’s book is Our
Lady of the Assassins, by Fernando Vallejo. All
are welcome, even if you haven't read the book.
Registered members of the group can buy the
book at a discount from Vroman's.

Monday, February 17

Presidents’ Day holiday

Credit Union Closure

All branches of the Caltech Employees Federal
Credit Union will be closed in observance of
Presidents’ Day.

Tuesday, February 18

Premiere Video Editing Class

New Media Classroom, 363 S. Hill Avenue,

10 a.m. to noon—Learn about digitizing video

for use on your computer, including basic editing
techniques, adding titles, and using effects and
transitions. Output your final project to tape or to
file. This two-day class will continue on Thursday.
Registration: carolynp@caltech.edu. Information:
http://muri.caltech.edu/nmc/index.htm.

Preschool Playgroup

Tournament Park, 10 a.m. to noon—Song and

storytime, crafts and free play for toddlers and
preschoolers (from walking to age 4). Informa-
tion: 792-7808 or julia@astro.caltech.edu.

Caltech Tai Chi Club

Winnett Lounge, 7 p.m.—Meets Tuesdays and
Fridays weekly. Sessions are free. Information:
www.its.caltech.edu/~taichi.

Women's Basketball
vs. University of Redlands, 7:30 p.m.

Intermediate Jazz Dance Class

Braun Gym, multipurpose room, 9:30 p.m.—
Intermediate jazz dance, taught by a professional
instructor. No special clothing or shoes are
required. Open to all who have a valid gym
membership.
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Wednesday, February 19

Baby Furniture and Household Equipment
Pool

234 S. Catalina, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.—Loans of
kitchen and household necessities and baby
furniture are made to members of the Caltech
community. Information: 584-9773.

Wednesdays in the Park

Tournament Park, 10 a.m. to noon—Conversation
and coffee for parents and caregivers, and
playtime for children. Information: 355-3874

or Icklavins@hotmail.com.

Laboratory Safety for Continuing
Researchers

118 Keith Spalding Building, 3 p.m.—This re-
fresher course, for researchers continuing their
work in laboratories, will review issues including
laboratory organization, emergencies, injuries,
fire, earthquake, chemical and radioactive mate-
rial incidents, general laboratory safety, chemical
storage, transporting chemicals, preparation for
experiments, electrical safety, mechanical safety,
and Safety Office services. Registration: 395-6727
or e-mail safety.training@caltech.edu.

Men's Basketball
vs. Whittier College, 7:30 p.m.

Thursday, February 20

Premiere Video Editing

New Media Classroom, 363 S. Hill Avenue,

10 a.m. to noon—A continuation of Tuesday's
class. Information: http://muri.caltech.edu/nmc/
index.htm.

Swimming and Diving
SCIAC Championship, at Cerritos, 10 a.m.,
through Saturday, February 22.

Women'’s Wellness Series: Yoga off the Mat
Steele House (carriage house), noon—This work-
shop will give you an understanding of yoga as
a holistic practice, demonstrating proper breath-
ing, posture, and attitude, which can be used at
any time to stay inspired and stress free. Lunch
is provided. Space is limited. Registration:

(626) 395-3221. Open only to members of the
Caltech community.

Friday, February 21

Men'’s Tennis
vs. University of La Verne, 2 p.m.

Women'’s Tennis
at University of La Verne, 2 p.m.

Baseball
at Cal Lutheran University, 2:30 p.m.

Caltech Tai Chi Club

Winnett Lounge, 7 p.m.—Meets Tuesdays and
Fridays weekly. Sessions are free. Information:
www.its.caltech.edu/~taichi.

Women's Basketball
at Whittier College, 7:30 p.m.

Robin and Linda Williams and Their Fine
Group

Dabney Lounge, 8 p.m.—Robin and Linda Will-
iams, well known for their long association with
Garrison Keillor's A Prairie Home Companion,
combine the traditions of bluegrass, country, and
folk with their own unique style. Their Fine Group
includes Jim Watson on bass and Jimmy Gaudreau
on mandolin. Tickets and information: 395-4652,
1 (888) 2CALTECH, or events@caltech.edu.
Individuals with a disability: 395-4688 (voice)

or 395-3700 (TDD). Visit the Folk Music Society

at www.its.caltech.edu/~folkmusi.

Opening Night of Twelfth Night

Ramo Auditorium, 8 p.m.—Theater Arts at
Caltech presents Twelfth Night, or What You Will,
by William Shakespeare. Tickets and information:
395-4652, 1 (888) 2CALTECH, or events@caltech.
edu. Individuals with a disability: 395-4688 (voice)
or 395-3700 (TDD). Visit Public Events at www.
events.caltech.edu.

Saturday, February 22

Track and Field
Rossi Relays, at Claremont-Mudd-Scripps, 9 a.m.

Men’s Tennis
vs. Occidental College, 9:30 a.m.

Women'’s Tennis
at Occidental College, 9:30 a.m.

Baseball
doubleheader vs. Cal Lutheran University,
11:30 a.m.

Beginning/Intermediate Ballet Class

Braun Gym, multipurpose room, 1 p.m.—A free
class taught by experienced members of the
Caltech Dance Troupe. All experience levels are
invited. The first hour will be beginning/interme-
diate exercise at the barre, while the last half hour
will be an intermediate floor exercise. No special
clothing or shoes are required.

MatheMagic!

Beckman Auditorium, 2 p.m.—Master magician
Bradley Fields stimulates creative thinking and
inspires children’s curiosity by revealing the
secrets behind startling magic tricks, allowing
the beauty and language of math to be under-
stood and appreciated. Suggested for ages five
and older. Tickets and information: 395-4652,
1(888) 2CALTECH, or events@caltech.edu.
Individuals with a disability: 395-4688 (voice)
or 395-3700 (TDD). Visit Public Events at www.
events.caltech.edu.

Men'’s Basketball
at Pomona-Pitzer, 7:30 p.m.

Twelfth Night

Ramo Auditorium, 8 p.m.—Theater Arts at Caltech
presents Twelfth Night, or What You Will, by
William Shakespeare. Tickets and information:
395-4652, 1 (888) 2CALTECH, or events@caltech.
edu. Individuals with a disability: 395-4688 (voice)
or 395-3700 (TDD). Visit Public Events at www.
events.caltech.edu.

Sunday, February 23

Skeptics Society Lecture

Baxter Lecture Hall, 2 p.m.—"Freedom Evolves:
Free Will, Determinism, and Evolution,” Daniel

C. Dennett, University Professor and director of
the Center for Cognitive Studies, Tufts University.
Donation is $8 for nonmembers, $5 for members
and non-Caltech students. Free to the Caltech/JPL
community. Tickets and information: 794-3119 or
skepticmag@aol.com. Visit the Skeptics Society
at www.skeptic.com.

Twelfth Night

Ramo Auditorium, 2 p.m.—Theater Arts at Caltech
presents Twelfth Night, or What You Will, by
William Shakespeare. Tickets and information:
395-4652, 1 (888) 2CALTECH, or events@caltech.
edu. Individuals with a disability: 395-4688 (voice)
or 395-3700 (TDD). Visit Public Events at www.
events.caltech.edu.

Coleman Chamber Concert

Beckman Auditorium, 3:30 p.m.—The Amelia
Piano Trio performs works by Beethoven,
Silverman, and Brahms. Tickets and information:
395-4652, 1 (888) 2CALTECH, or events@caltech.
edu. Individuals with a disability: 395-4688 (voice)
or 395-3700 (TDD). Visit Public Events at www.
events.caltech.edu.

Date corrections for
basketball, Princely
Players

The last issue of the 336 Calendar
listed the incorrect date for the 7:30
p-m. men’s basketball game against
Claremont-Mudd-Scripps, and for
the 8 p.m. appearance of the
Princely Players in Beckman Audito-
rium. The correct date for both
events is Saturday, February 8. We
apologize for the inconvenience.
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Gigahertz, from page 1

“When we think of microelectronics
today, we think about moving charges
around on chips,” says Roukes. “We can
do this at high rates of speed, but in this
electronic age our mindset has been
somewhat tyrannized in that we typically
think of electronic devices as involving
only the movement of charge.

“But since 1992, we've been trying to
push mechanical devices to ever-smaller
dimensions, because as you make things
smaller, there’s less inertia in getting
them to move. So the time scales for
inducing mechanical response go way
down.”

Though some home computers these
days have speeds of one gigahertz or
more, the quest to construct a mechani-
cal device that can operate at such
speeds has required multiple break-
throughs in manufacturing technology. In
the case of the Roukes group, using sili-
con carbide epilayers to precisely control
layer thickness and a balanced high-
frequency technique for sensing motion
have been crucial to success. Both ad-
vances were pioneered in the Roukes lab.

Grown on silicon wafers, the films
used in the work are prepared in such
a way as to produce two nearly identi-
cal beams, each 1.1 microns long, 120
nanometers wide, and 75 nanometers
thick. When driven by a microwave-fre-
quency electric current while exposed to
a strong magnetic field, the beams me-
chanically vibrate at slightly more than
one gigahertz.

Future work will include improving the
nanodevices to better link their mechani-
cal function to real-world applications,
Roukes says. The issue of communicat-
ing information, or measurements, from
the nanoworld to the scale of the every-
day world we live in is not trivial. As
devices become smaller, it becomes
increasingly difficult to recognize the
very small displacements that occur at
much shorter time scales.

Such progress in NEMS might eventu-
ally lead to improvements in magnetic
resonance imaging, to the extent of be-
ing able to image individual macromol-
ecules; to novel forms of mass spectrom-
etry that can sense individual biomol-
ecules in fluids; or to quantum comput-
ing, through solid-state manifestations

of the quantum bit.
®

Financial aid, from page 1
parents in filling out the necessary forms
to receive Cal Grants, scholarships, work-
study employment, and loans. By helping
families navigate the complicated finan-
cial-aid process, the free statewide work-
shops will enhance students’ chances of
attending college.

One of the campaign’s goals is to
dispel the myth among many low-in-
come families that college is not an af-
fordable option. Under the historic Cal
Grant Guarantee signed into law in 2000,
any California student who meets grade
point average, income, and asset require-
ments is eligible to receive money for
college tuition, fees, books, and living
expenses. All students need to do is fill
out the Free Application for Federal Stu-
dent Aid (FAFSA) and Cal Grant GPA
Verification forms and submit them by
the March 3 deadline.

“l wanted to be sure that eligible Cali-
fornia students were aware of the avail-
ability of financial aid, and specifically
the Cal Grants, to help them realize their
dreams of a postsecondary education,”
said Levy.

He was instrumental in coordinating
the College Goal Sunday campaign and
workshops, assembling more than 600
colleagues from the California Associa-
tion of Student Financial Aid Adminis-
trators to participate. Together with
Catherine Thomas, associate dean for
admission and financial aid at USC, Levy
designed the workshop financial-aid
presentation and trained volunteers in
its implementation.

The Lumina Foundation for Education
and the James Irvine Foundation are
major sponsors of the California College
Goal Sunday. Caltech is among the mem-
bers of the steering committee convened

by the governor’s secretary for education.

“Free Cash for College” workshops
will be held throughout February at nu-
merous Southern California high schools
and colleges. For more information or
locations, visit ww.californiacolleges.
edu/collegegoalsunday; call toll free
(866) 476-8787; or e-mail Dan Bernal,
statewide coordinator, at d.bernal@

mindspring.com.
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Columbia, from page 1
north of viewing location . ... Coma
pulsed [again a fraction of a second],
brighter than first event (although atmo-
spheric attenuation at the lower elevation
for event 1 makes direct comparison
unreliable). There was clearly a new trail
formed after this event, directly behind
the orbiter (i.e. the second trail was paral-
lel to and contained within the main
trail). My impression was that it was
more than one piece, i.e., that there was
a main piece and a few smaller bits (2—
3?). They fell behind quickly, taking a few
seconds to fall [approximately] 1-2 de-
grees behind and then fade from sight,
with some suggestion that they were
falling just before vanishing.

“Again—seemed consistent with the
tile hypothesis, so | didn't focus on it.

“Third event: Brightest of the events,
about 15 seconds after #2. Substantially
brighter than others . . . Very clear view
of object detaching, forming separate
trail. Looked like orbiter dropped a flare
or something. Bright secondary object
quickly fell out of main orbiter trail, gen-
erated its own trail for a few degrees . . .
It took some time to fade from sight (5
seconds?)

“At the time | did wonder whether
something that major would be a tile. My
wife asked me what the things coming off
were. | replied | thought they were tiles.

“I have some recollection that there
may have been other dimmer events
between the first and second events
listed above.

“Total time to pass fromrise . . . to out
of sight (. . . beyond orographic clouds
over the White Mountains) was not timed,
but I'd estimate it at 40 seconds minimum,
probably over a minute all together. We
waited 3-5 minutes longer to hear the sonic
boom, and did not hear it unambiguously.
Based on what I'm hearing from the news
services, roughly 2 minutes later the orbiter
broke up over Texas.”

Beasley did not learn of the space
shuttle’s loss until he drove to OVRO,
about 10 miles south, to speak with two
photographers. He ended his message,
“On behalf of the staff of the Caltech
Owens Valley Observatory I'd like to offer
our condolences to the family and friends
of the shuttle astronauts and to NASA at
this terrible tragedy.”

When asked that day about Beasley's
sighting, shuttle program manager Ron
Dittemore said it might just be the nor-
mal buildup of hot plasma during a space
shuttle reentry. On Sunday, however,
Dittemore said that after closer examina-
tion of Mission Control data, NASA now
believes that Beasley did in fact see
pieces of the spacecraft falling off and
that his observations will be important in

the ongoing investigation.
®

Leakey, from page 1
tologist and biological anthropologist,
noticed that the bonobos are tranquil
while the chimpanzees are capable of
humanlike aggression. The fact that these
two apes are our closest relatives makes
the comparison that much more intrigu-
ing. Wrangham will explore the mystery
of why we are temperamentally like chim-
panzees in some ways, and like bonobos
in others. This lecture will be presented on
Wednesday, May 28.

Begun in the early 1970s, the Leakey
Lectures attracted many of the rising stars
of archaeology and anthropology such
as Louis Leakey, Mary Leakey, Donald
C. Johanson, Jane Goodall, and Dian
Fossey. All three lectures in the Leakey
Speaker Series on Human Origins are
open to the public. Tickets are $10 per
lecture, $24 for the series. For tickets
and information, contact Public Events
at (626) 395-4652, 1 (888) 2CALTECH,
or events@caltech.edu. Individuals with
a disability, call (626) 395-4688 (voice) or
395-3700 (TDD). Visit Public Events at
www.events.caltech.edu.

Each lecture will be presented at 8 p.m.

in Beckman Auditorium.
o

News extras...

Resident Los Angeles Opera singers Jessica
Rivera and Luis Contreras performed favorite
selections, accompanied by Daniel Faltus, at a
recent noon concert in Dabney Lounge. The
visit was sponsored by Student Affairs, the
Performing and Creative Arts Department,
MOSH, and the Caltech Opera Club.
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