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DRUGS AND 

THE BRAIN: A 

CLOSER LOOK 

AT BlOLOGY 1 

B Y MFlH" C Il IISMi\N 

Of a ll the corl' classes her\! il t 
Tech. it's il;1f(1 to say which is 
tht' 1Il0s t notorious. F.ach Il<I.s it s 
own specia l qll ;diti c.s which e ll 
dears it to li S amI/or leads li S to 
tear Ollt Oil!" ha ir in frustrati on. 
Since its creation. Bi I has heen 
a S()\ IITe of frl.l strat ion for pro
fessors alld :tclillinistration alike. 
Ten wceks simply isn' t enough 
time to give a good int roducti on 
to a subject such as biology, and 
as a resu lt all SOJ1 s of th ings have 
heen attempted in order to g ive 
non-bi ology majors a gli mpse of 
the subject. 

Thi s year, Bi I is be ing taught 
di ffe rently, by a di fferent profes
sor, yet again . In stead of trying 
to gi ve a bunch of horcd fro sh a 
lightning-speed broad int roduc
tion to the subj ect, Professor 
Henry Lester is instead focusing 
on a spec if ic area. E ntitl ed 
" Drugs and th e Bra in ," th e 
course looks at how drugs and 
addictions work at the cellular 
and s in g le- mo lec ul e leve ls. 
S ince the frosh bi majors arc off 
tak ing Bi 9, those of us in thi s 
course are rnore used to th ink
ing in terms of math , chemi stry, 
and physics, and if seems to be 
taught with this in mind. 

T hose with a strong back
ground in bio logy (and who 
cou ld prove it , either with AP 
scores or by tak ing a test) have 
been all owed to do equi va lence 
c redit. in vo lving either wri ting 
research pa pers or do ing com
pllter simulat ions. Those of LI S 

with litt le or no background look 
at th e m c nvio us ly ove r our 
Maple- and web- based problem 
sets and borrowed copies of Big 
Albc rt s . eve n so, des pite the 
grumbli ngs about problem sets 
an d course orga ni zati on (th e 
co urse uses e-g roups to post 
problem sets, lec ture notcs, and 
ge nera l co urse infor mati on, 
rath er than an ordinary we b 
page) . most people seem to find 
the lec tures in te resting. Prof. 
Lester and the others respons ible 
for thi s course have tried vcry 
hard to catch our attent ion and 
interes t, ca lling in many guest 

Seniors skip class: chaos ensues 
BY T ECH STA FF 

Dit ch Day. These a re two 
words which every Techer is fa
miliar with, an odd p.~e lJdo-holi 

day which. at some leve l. is the 
sor1 or th ing that could only hap
pe n at Ca l tec h. W he re c lse 
wo ul d a n exc use to esc ape 
schoo l work for one tby resul t 
in allthe seniors working around 
the c lock for the preced in g sev
eral days in an erfort to create 
the perfect st<lck ? 

Ditch Day began in I n I , hut 
th e. ex ac t da te whe n 
supcr~oake rs heca me a cr it ica l 
co mponent o f a stack i .~ un
known. May 19th (better known 
:IS Ditch Day 2000 or "tomol"
row") dawned hot and c lear, and 
the freely tl ow ing water battl es 
were a welcome re lie f. So too 
was the excuse to skip class for 
a day- fo r Ditch Day is not only 
for the seniors . 

Orig in al ly, unde rc lass me n, 
jealous of the senior 's day of 
freedom, would take the oppor
tunit y to prank the unsuspecting 
senior 's rooms. Eventually, se
niors started leav ing defenses, 
which escalated into the modern 
stacks- sometimes e laborate 
defenses (known as brute force 
stacks). but more often in the 

form of compli cated pu zz les 
wh ieh the underclassmen mu st 
solve. While the stacks provide 
fun for all , the seniors also gen
erully leave a bribe to discour-

c ial Forces, Big Trouhle in Little 
Chinatown, Nintendo, Princess 
Bride. Soulhpark (2 of them), 
S im psons, and Too Many Se
crets to name j ust a few. 

P(lr/icipall/S ill "Th e stars (I re wrollg" stack march dowlI the 

Oli ve Wa lk. For morl! ph%s./imil Ditch Day see pages 5 -8 

age und e rc lass me n fro m 
"counter-stacking" or pranking 
their rooms. 

Every Ditch Day is different, 
just as each stack was different. 
The range was immense, the 
names of some of the stacks gi v
ing an idea of the varie ty of 
th e mes : Texas militi a , 
MacGuyver, The Ghostbusters, 
Austin Powers, Jedi versus Sith , 
lndian<l Jones. The Matrix: join 
the agents and kill Kea nu, Spe-

Se ni ors oft en tea med up to 
produce more impress ive stacks, 
hut you can bc sure that come 8 
am, there were 110 seniors left 0 11 

campus. The rules of Ditch Day 
say that any remaining seniors 
may be duct-taped to trees. 

That is not to S:lY that a ll the 
se ni ors ac tu a ll y left. Mall Y 
stayed "off-campu s" but near 
enough to provide clues to their 
wayward stacks. With all the 
news coverage of Ditch Day, 

students were not surprised to 
see several he licopters hovering 
overhead , but then one ca me 
down lowcr and lower. hovered 
over the south fi eld. and dropped 
a clue to th e. wa it ing ~ t ,lc k be
low. The se ni nr rerna i n~d "oW' 
c,lmpus , and th e qack cou III 
continue. 

There wa, also so Il"l l: pe rm<l
nL: l1t co nstru cti on lllHle rt "kcn. 
Al though not ex ;,ctl y a P;ll"l or 
Ditch Day. one seni or "slacke"" 
Mill ika n with pizza hox,,;.. 1'10-
viding th e Ic,lning toWl'!" or 
pizza. A vc ry impn::,;.si vl: \.v llcl'i

J110l rn ted pota to ClI1 JlOn. ;lI1d a 
new path ill front of i\very arc 
j u, t a few of the oth er rdic s 
which will grace Ca ltec h long 
a ft cr Di tch Day. 

Not eve rythin g ran quite so 
smoothly. There was a seri ous 
acc ident which resulted ill the 
dri ver of a da ihatsu be ing hos
pitali zed overnight after another 
student shattered the wi ndshield 
of the vehic le. 

Accidents aside, little could 
Illar the enthu siasm of Tec h stu
dents as they raced around ca m

pus hattling the d iabolica l plots 
of the seniors. Then, at 5 pm it 
was all ovcr- all over. that is, 
until next year, when Ditch Day 
is scheduled to be "tomorrow". 

A near deaf experience ASCIT Election results 

BY SenTI V AN E SS EN 

Thi s Saturday at 6:30 PM in 
the amph ith ea te r behind 
S he rm an Fa irc hild Lib ra ry, 
Ca lt ec h' s ow n a ll -ma le (l 

("(Il'pe l/a group - Ecphonema -
wi ll be giving a free concert for 
the entire C,J ltec il community. 
Fc phonema has ,perfonned at 
deco mp ress ions, sponso red 
ewnt s, and concerts organized 
hy the ({ cappel/a communit y 
here since its inception th ree 
years ago. hut this is something 
new. While it is not UnC(lmrnOn 
to sec the ni ne members of the 
group sin ging under an arch at 
midni ght. never before has the 
group staged i1 full blown out
door concert utili zi ng the rnag
ni ficent landscaping of our ca m
pu s. 

Sa id Ec phonema co-founder 
Chri s Miller, "Cal tech has such 
a heautiful campus that it ' s a 
shame not to take advantage of 
it." The amphitheater is, in fac t, 
perfect for it performance of thi s 
type. A small tile pa ti o at the 

bottom prov ides a stage which 
is well visible to several swaths 
of grassy sitting areas. Buildings 
on three sides prov ide favorable 
acoustica l setting, and the tow
ering Sherman Fa irchild Library 
prov ides an elegant backdrop for 
the performers. "I' ve been wait
ing fo r some group to perform 
there ever since they built it" 
said Ram Basu. a manager in 
Publ ic eve nts. 

Ecphonema is composed of 
Chris Kurtz COO), Chri s Miller 
COO). Mark Popk in-Paine('03). 
Jaso n (, hu a ('0 I ), Za nde r 
Nicholson (G) . Dule Misev ic 
(Stafr. '98), Mark Ra r10n (Stan). 
Bre! Nay lor (G), and Scott Van 
Essen CBS '95, MS '00) . Th e 
concert. ca lled "Ncar Deilf Ex
perience", showcases 15 so ngs, 
incl uding works by Metallica, 
Green Day, Hiley Lewis, Dave 
Matthews, and several original 
pieces. 

Saturday, May 27, 6:30 pm, 
SFL amphitheater, 1- 1.5 hours, 
bring a blanket if you don't wallt 
to sit on the grass. 

Class officers: 

Senior Class Pres ident : 
Vice- President: 

Junior class President: 
Vice-President: 

Bylaw Ammendments: 

Puneel Ncwaskar 
Dan Da ly 

Dinkar Gupta 
Sam Yeager 

I . Direc tor-al-Large joh description changt: 
2. Mov ie Chair joh desc ri ption change 
l. Calling hack past BoC r~p, 

4. Dismissal or a rep judged to he hiased hy his pel~ rs 

Protes ts 10 t he e lect ion shOll Id be made hy Fri . 8 pm 
(c-mai l protes t(q)lIgcs) 
Full e lect ion results will fo ll ow nex l week. 
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LESTER: 

lec ture rs to talk about the ir re
search. 

As a hard-work in g Tech re 
po rt e r dete rmin ed to find a ll 
ang les o f the sto ry (or perhaps 
as just a curious frosh wonder
ing who to thank/bl ame for thi s 
COli rse ). I asked Prof. Leste r 
about his views o f the course, his 
goal s for it . and the reacti ons he 
has gOll e n. Althoug h he was 
quite busy, he was kind enoug h 
to repl y as fo llows: 

"Thi s will be bri e f as I'm 
spending full time these days 
prepa ring Bi I lectures, and it' s 
be lle r to let the course speak fo r 
itse lf in all respects . 

" Ho wever the student s have 
been s imply wonde rful. Con
structi ve and interesting ques
ti ons in class; enoug h chuckles 
to e ncourage more of my bad 
jokes; exce llent feedbac k that 
will allo w tuning up both lec
tures and probl em sets for the 
next rendition. It's quite c lear to 
me that students respond posi
ti ve ly to facult y e fforts . 

"The TA s, both unde rg rads 
and g rad s, hav e al so thro wn 
th e mse lves int o the projec t. 
Th ey wo rk lo ng hours, co n
stantly c hec k o n the students, 
and ex ude e nthu s ias m. Mag 

Bak. ourWehmaste r. so lved sev
era l problems g racefully . 

"T he pro fess io nal sta ff con
s ists of Ms. Patrici a M indorff, 
who hand les communi ca tio ns, 
and Dr. Yinong Zhang, head TA. 
T hey a lso put in intense and 
sk i II 1'111 effort. 

"O ne un sun g he ro is Mik e 
Wa lsh, head o f th e Bi o logy 
Di v is io n 's E lec tro ni c S ho p. 
Mike tunes up the A/V equip
me nt. net co nn ec ti o ns, lase r 
po inter. and li ghting before each 
lec ture. M y lap top was sto le n 
fro m a ho te l podiuln in Sa n 
f ranc isco, during the o ff day 
(Wednesday) betwee n I ,ectu res 
2 ,lfld 3. M ike and Pam foo ng, 
th e N IMH Cente r 's co mput e r 
ex pert. imnled iately g(ltmy new 
la pt o p fr o m Ca lt cc h Wired . 
They 10; ldcd up the propLT so ft 
wa re, ckbuggcd the network and 
aud io connecti o ns, restored the 
back ups. and handed it to me 
when I landed. 

"Othe r memhers o f the Ca lt ech 
Bio logy Faculty pitched in with 
ca meo appearance as st udent s or 
I rea li Led that we needed addi
ti o na l informa ti on. Pro ressors 
B a rb a ra W o ld a nd Paul 
Patte rson have presented entire 
lec tures . The Core C urriculum 
Fac ult y S tee ring Corn m ill ec, 
chaired hy Andrew Lange, pro
v ided key guidance at severa l 
ste ps over th e pas t yea r. Dr. 
Steven Hyman. Direc tor o f the 
N ati o na l In stitute o f Me nta l 
Health , ca rne to Ca ltech fro m 
Washingto n to present hi s own 
view of molecular psychiatry." 

- Henry Leste r 

ASCIT Minutes 
Rit z-Carlto n Hun 
tin gto n. Accord ing 
to the in vitatio n, the 

name has been changed 
from " Di vine Ba ll " to 
"La Nolle Sc int illante" 
(w hi c h is It a li a n '!). 
Melinda asks the BoD 
if we would like to he lp 
bu i Id a "4-post strll c
ture wh ich goes around 
the 42' by 39' dance 
f loor" by Friday. Th e 

same as the I;lst tiln..: they re
po rt ed (3 weeks ago). The ir new 
estimated time o f compl eti on is 
the end o f the te rm, hopefull y. 
The Bo D rea l izes tha t there is 
not much ince nti ve ror them to 
fini sh thi s projec t. Wh o else 
would do it? Laura and C hri s 
vo lunteer to look into it and will 
report back ncxt week. 

M AY 23, 2000 
Bo D un a nim o us ly 
votes no, so the hote l's 
decorations will have to 

Eric talked over the Frosh Ad
vi sing idea with the IHe. They 
had some sugges ti o ns. whi ch 
inc luded sending out a gene ra l 
lette r to incoming frosh about 
ho w to reg iste r and setting up a 
we b page with mo re de ta i led 
info, inc luding student contacts 
fo r each option. Emma w ill send 
out a mass email as soon as pos
s ible asking fo r stude nt volun
teers for frosh o ptio n ad visers. 
Eric will write up a lette r fo r the 
inco ming frosh about genera l 
registratio n, inc ludin g his two 
stra teg ies ro r frosh year. The 
ASC IT Mov ie Commiltee has 
been pretty busy late ly. The Out
door M o vie last Friday was a 
success! They are planning on 
having another one in the fa ll. 
Miss ion Imposs ible 2 will be 
sho wn in the 900-seat theate r at 
P ac ifi c H as tin gs tOl11 o rro w 
(Wednesday, May 24) at 11 pm 
and is frce for underg rad s. The 
eve nt is spo n sored b y T o m 
Mannion. 

Minutes o r the ASC IT BoD 
Meeting 

M ay 23,2000 
Present : Bo D; Guests : Mike 

Sche in, Jon Ladd 
Meeting called to orde r a t 

10:25 pm. 
Gene ral Meeting 
Mike, th e E lec ti o n C hair, 

comes to di scuss tomorro w's 
e lection for bylaw amendments 
and class officers . He' ll be put
ting the voting boxes in each 
house (except Avery, which is 
too far away) at lO am and will 
take them back at 10 pm. He will . 
a lso put up garish neo n pink 
sig ns to an noy people into vot
ing . The re are three tlavors of 
ba llots: blue fo r current sopho
mores, g reen for current juniors, 
and white for eve ryone else . The 
BoD will have a ba ll ot-counting 
parr y on Thursday at 3 :30 pm. 
Election protests should be sent 
to protest@ugcs by Friday, May 
26 at X pm. We a lready have o ne 
confirmed protestor, who al so 
happens to be a perennia l elec
ti on favorite . 

" Where's Melinda?" the BoD 
asks. She is so busy wi th ASC IT 
Fo rma l prepa ra ti o ns tha t she 
keeps runn i ng in and out of the 
mecting to pick fl owers. 

By the way, the Formal is thi s 
Friday, May 26 at 7 pm at the 

do instead of insp ired student 
artwork . 

Sean goes up to Fleming to get 
Jon Ladd, the IHC Ath Man, to 
corne and ta lk to us about var
s ity letters. He c la ims that the 
lette rs for this pas t year will be 
ordered this te rm and will arrive 
som~time during the summe r. 
Vars ity j ackets, partially subsi
di zed by ASC IT, will be ordered 
at the beginning of next year. 

Next, Sea n g ives us the lates t 
word on Ollr financ ial status . His 
statement is "we' re doing good." 
Cool. Eric asks Sean to g ive the 
BoD a quick presentati on about 
each ASCTT bank account at the 
next meet ing. 

M anha-He lene is expec ting a 
th ird term repo rt from each of 
the ne w c lubs we fund ed thi s 
year. All the new c lubs we re 

contac ted by Eri c through email 
a whil e ago. Re me mber ne w 
c lubs: no report, no funding. 

We are still wa iling for finan
c ia l reports fro m publica tions 
(except from the ve ry respon
sible Tech editorial staff) . We' ll 
spam the rest of the publicati ons 
people about turning the ir re

port s in . 
The next topic on the agenda 

is ARC Stuff. Eri c ta lked to the 
C LUE editors, who rep0l1 that 
the ir current status is exactly the 

The Screening Roorn will have 
to wait until nex t fall. at the be
g inning of the schoo l yea r. T he 
she lving fo r the DVD Library is 
still be ing constructed for the 
Coffeehouse. 

Meghan, the Puhlicatio ns Di
rector, will send the publications 
peopl e an email asking for com
pensa ti on schedules (inc luding 
sa la ri es, co mmi ss io n rates, pos
s ibl e bo nuses, desc ripti o n o f 
duties, and a payment schedule), 
the questio n "Where are you on 
your road map'!" , about pro b-

Just what the 
heck is this? 

Do you know? 

Do YOUR FRzenos 
know? 

Work for the California Tech, Caltech's first source of 
information about oddities such as this and others 
throughout. the Caltech campus. 

Be In The know I WORk · FOR The T eeh 

. The California Tech:Tech is Power 

lems ( ine luriin [! with admini stra
ti on o r hu ma n resource.s) . and 
about equip11 K11t sta tu s. Th ey 
need to re pl y by Sunday. May 
28. Me linda repo rt s that there 
arc 204 peopl e go ing to the Fo r
mal. She has been havi ng a pl'Ob
lern with unde rg rad s respo nding 
late (the dead line to con fi I'll 1 was 
Saturday). 

Eri c assures us that he will he 
mov in g out o f the ASC IT off ice 
soon. Hi s se ni or rOO l1ll11al e will 
let him hac k in now that Ditch 
Day is over. 

The "Leaning Tower o f Piaa" 
prank by Joe Cook and Howen 
Mak we nt up o n Milli ka n o n 
Ditch Day as planned. It looks 
grea t and even made the front 
page of the Pasadena Star News. 

Nate Austin 's do lphins arc a lso 
up o n Millikan brid ge . Will 
ASC IT be able to adopt o ne') 

The last ASCIT Bo D meeting 
of the schoo l year will be nex t 
Tuesday, May 30 at 10 pm in 
SAC 33. Meetin g adj ourn s at 
12:07 am . 

Respectfull y submitted. 
Jason C. Carde lll<l 

Caltech 40-58, Pasadena. CA 91125 
editoria l desk: (626) 395--6 153 

advertiSing d~~~k: (626) :195 -6154 
editorial emai l: editorS@ lL.CII .c.Jltacll.f..fJu 
advertising email: adv@ lech.ci:Jlt()(.·fl.odu 

ISSN 0008-1582 

VOLUME CI. NUMBER 2R 
M AY 2(), 200n 

EOITORS IN CHIEF 

J O I]; !! h a ll Fosf{: r 

.John Oh 
D :l11 a Sa d avJ 

BU SINESS MANAGE R 

Ta sh a Va ll cs ia n 

AOV ERTI SIN G MANAGER 

J e l1ni fer 1,('(' 

C OMICS E OITon 

"~'II! will "1111 

Copy E DITORS 

E1i~,l he d l l\d ,lIll ~ 

STAFf' W AITEHS 

J II ~ 1 i It ":11'1 

M"hl Klllll ~ lr 
Mnl ( :1/:/\1 11 :11 1 

,V!<m.1 ~IKikh 

MINTS 

JIIIII I nil 

CIRCULATION S TAFF 

1Z('I ~',{'f' ( )'[lrl\ 'lIl 

lZi,k Kln, ~',k;' 

PI10IOGHAPt1ER 

hik I)ill 
I bl),1 :-' ,ld , I \ ' ~1 

CONrAI[H' r()'l~ 

1,1'0/1 (:,Hlit;1I1 

\'; llIO .\, I ,("11t 

Ft ik I)ill 
K~'lIr1('dl 1-:110 

FeAr une WR ITln~ 

'111.),1 1('11 \llql.lrol 

1:""11 ,\1d I IlH'!" 

/\01,1111 \ ·i ll.11Ii 

A UVIS(H 

11.1 11 l"l ,lily 

D r AOlI N r~; 
1\II\'I'lli\III~' . 

1\1I111'11I1('l'11' 1 ' 111~ I ~l l l1h ). 

1 ,1'11<:1 ... III Ihl' l .rllIl'l 

111I ... "li\·;II·rI 1\llil'i l" 

'\ P,11 1. \1"11 11 ,1 \ 

11""11 \1" 1111.1\ 
(0 p,m, "1"11 (,, 11<1 ) 

111'''11 \1 111101.1)' 

" I,hli ... II \'.1 wl'l'~ly "x, ','!'1 (,I lllill L' \;lI'ali,," 

,111\1 1: \.ul llll:IIIl'11 p .. 'n"l1\ h\' Ill\" ,"'~\l(1;1I .. '1I SllIlkllh 

, )1 Ih~' 1',11/1\11111" 111'\11111 .. ' 01 · kd1l1"1" .~\' , 1111: , I il,' 

I )jll ll ioll' ~"jll '\"\ l' d h\,I .. 'ili , !I ~' \11'I ~'lIy liln,,' "I" 111, · 

:l lI l hllr!> ,1l1d ,ul \'\: ni,,'L, 

1 , ":IIo':I"~ ,111\1 ,lIIl1'IIlI1~·l' 11K I1 t." .11\' W .. 'I(\IIII \' 

1\ 11 \',Hlllih,III011,., \ 111'111(1 IHrludl' \It,' ;111111111 ', Hall1\' 

alld pholll' 11111111'0, ' 1' ;tnrl Ih" illh'l)l",d Ibl"ot pltbll~;' 

(IIHl, Suhmll \'I'P)' Ipl,'h'r;\I'oI ,~ (Ill Mal'lnt.,,11 i , 'i" 

,.\l\\.; ) III \\)0.:: '{,'I'II m,I\\\'''''' 11II\ ' hk SA(' 1"""111 .10. ,,,. 

\' -II1;liI,',llIlIn(ii' ln /, ( lI/,I" h 1'1111 Tltl'I',lilt'l "'I~'''''' I VI' 

\hl' 1i )!ln IIll'tlil alld .llil'id)!..: "II ~lIlIlIIh .. i llll" 1'''1 Iii

nK)", ,'\jx'dkllq , ..:Il', 1'111 'lI'II I'k' ,III' lit\' pl l ll'\' ll)' 

III" I hi' :1111111 11 .. . Alilltlll .. :lIlrI 1.'1 ,(1111111; ... 1~ (1'1: 1111 all In 

11')11'..:111;]/ pf!lp,'ny fl t!h l. .. . 

Ad\Trl i.~ IIl ~ ,"]10111\1 Ilt,. su hl11l H..:tl il. ... 1' :ll1InOl 

1\ ',lUY ill'\. hUI \h ~' T.', Ii 1',111 "hi' rio .. illlilk 1 ~' l lI.' ''''·l

l i ll!! all d ;\lI ;III!:\ 'II l['1I1. A l l :tlI H' ll i,.,ill l.' illqllilic~ 

.... hnultl 1'1\' dil,·\.' 11·(/ 111 II", h ll.\IIl'·~~ !l1:III<l.\-'I'I", I 'Ill' 

1·l11 llll. pk" ..... ' 1I ...... ,hl/,'/lln'(\i "lcdl ((//1<'('/11'1/11 I hllllli 

).<,:11(,1 ;1(,1 inqllui," III Il l[' "llillll~ 

I'lli' !> lIhse!'i pl illll lll!lInl1:1tj(lll. rk,I~' ,'I· IIr.! Ill,lll 

to "S\lhsnlpl;\HI\" III \'; dll(l~rl! ,N<;·{' I <; ·1 

I'l'ill ll'll hy Nn~ ... -TYrl.' S,' i'\' il'I'. ( ; it.: 1l11 ,11,' . 

WI' liV\! l or the ( )II,' . We JIC ' (II" Ih..: ( In..: 

[ l' ,~ hl.'(11 r:ll' 11111 '''II.I! .... i11n' Ihi~ IUI\ h,I\ hart ;t 

,0;".' (,; 1<, ' , 1It ~' SSil!;I' 



The California Tech 3 May 26, 2000 

Senior Awards 
Caltech seniors recognized for exceptional leadership 
Candace Chang, Matthew Musick, Katherine Noyes, and Baldeep Sadhal awarded the Robert L. Noland Leadership Award for 2000 

BY S UZF.TI"F. C UMMINGS 

Cand ace Chang , Matthew 
Musick, Katherine Noyes, and 
Baldeep Sad hal were awarded 
Robert L. Noland Leadership 
Awards at a dinner presentation 
in the Athenaeum Library on 
May 17, 2000. The Robert L. 
Noland Leadership Award is for 
out standin g Ca l tech student s 
who have demonstrated excep
tional leadership ahilities. 

Candace. a senior in Chemis
try. received the award for her 
out standing leadership and ser
vice to the students of Caltech. 
She has been Chairman and Sec
retary of the SUlll mer Under
gradu ate Research Fe llowship 
Student Ad visory Council. over
see ing :l OO Ca ltec h and non-

Caltech students during their 
summer research projects. She 
has served as President and Vice 
President of the Premed Club. 
She has served for two years as 
a Health Advocate for her stu 
dent dorm, providing first aid 
and coun seling when needed. 
Candace is also an exccllent vio
lini st , performin g with th e 
Caltech-Occidental Orchestra 
a ll fours years at Caltech . She is 
a frequent performer in James 
Boyk 's "Alive with Music" mas
ter classes that introduce classi
cal music and the violin to those 
who mi ght not he familiar with 
e ither one. She is also a frequent 
violin solo perfo rmer at numer
ous Caltech event s. 

Matt , a seni or in Engineering 
and Applied Science, rece ived 

T.he OUtside World 
by John Oh 

WASHIN GTON - Beginning June I , a federa l law will take 
affect requiring U.S . oil companies 10 sell a more expensive but 
less polluling fli ci. The ex tra em;t of Ihi s new fuel is already he
in g passed on tu thc conSU lllers. Currently, U.S. drivers pay on 
tlK average $ 1 Sl per ga llon. lip a shock ing :l7 cents per ga ll on 
fro m llii s time it yea r ago. Geo ff Sundstrom, of the American 
Auto Association, said , "Wc can' t blame OPEC thi s time, thi s is 
a domestic issue." Many regions across the nati on fear shortages 
of the new gasoline, and have requested waivers from the EPA. 

WASHIN(;TON - Undercover agents simul taneously hreached 
security at e ight federal agencies and had enough time to elTec
ti vc ly plant bombs. The agents. working as special investigators 
for the Government Accounting Office, were able to use fake 
po lice IDs to bypass security at 19 of I.he government 's most 
secure building as well as Reagan National and Orl ando Interna
ti onal Airports. The surprising ease with which agents were able 
to breach these l~lc ilities , which included the Energy Department 
and the Federnl Aviation Administration, has already prompted 
several responses, including Attorney General Janet Reno's an
nounce ment of changes in security procedure at the Justice De
p,lItlllent. 

NEW YORK - A study rdeased Wednesday showed that .sales 
of recorded music near co llege campu ses dec lined by 4 percent 
dur ing the past two years, while sales at stores overall rose by 12 
percenl. The Record ing Industry Assoc iation of America re
sponeled to the result s saying that they "come as no surprise and 
confirm our worst fears, this demonstrates the importance of pro
tcc ting artists' rights on the Internet," accord ing to Amy Weiss, 
spokeswoman for RTAA . 

WASHINGTON - Pentagon Inspector announced that Ken
neth Bacon, ass istant secretary for public affai rs, and Clifford H. 
Bernath, Bacon's main deputy. both of the Defense Department 
office of public affairs, violated the Privacy Act when they re
leased information from Linda Tripp's personnel file to a reporter 
in 1998. Defense Secretary William Cohen sent a mildl y scold
ing letter to both men, but Defense Department spokes man said 
that Cohen will take no further actions. 

NEW YORK - Two gunmen terrori zed a Wendy 's restaurant 
Wednesday just before closing time, gagging and shooting seven 
employees, five of whom were killed . Chief of Detectives Will
iam Al lee said that he be lieves the motive 10 be robbery. Police 
rece ived a call Thursday morning from the two survi vors , who 
had managed to free themselves from the duct tape that the gun
men bound the employees with. One of the survivors is in criti 
cal condition, the other in serious condition, at New York Hospi
tal Medical Center in Queens. 

the award for his many contri 
butions he has made to student 
life at Caltech. He has been very 
active within Fleming House 
during hi s four years and has 
served that house as a UCe, a 
house ath letic team member, and 
most recently as Fleming House 
President. He has proven he has 
the ability to work well with oth
ers, to address and represent the 
needs of the student s in hi s 
house. In all his activities, Matt 
has been dedicated to learning 
the opinions of his fellow stu
dents and find ing ways to im
prove the quality of student life. 

He was appointed to serve as a 
member of the AIDS Task Force 
and the Student-Athl e te 
Mentoring Program (ACME). 
He has a lso been a four-year 
member of the basketball and 
tennis teams and served as co
captain for both teams his jun
ior and sen ior years. 

Katie, a senior in Biology, re
ceived the award for the many 
contributions she has made to 
student li fe at Ca ltech. She has 
been ve ry act ive in Ruddock 
HOllse in a variety of ro les anel 
elected offi ces. culminati ng in 
the offi ce of the House Pres i-

dent. Her leadership in that role 
has had a tremendous impact on 
the House and its re lations with 
other Houses. Kati e has also 
demonstrated leadership quali 
ties on a persona l le ve l and 
helped many students indi vidu
ally to regain self-confidence in 
order to continue deve loping 
their potential to the fullest ex
tent. In addition, Katie has been 
a me mbe r o f th e Ca ltcc h 
Women's Glee C lub since her 
freshman year. deve loping her 
own musica l talents and encour
aging others by exampl e to pnr-

PI.EASE SEE NOLAND ON PAl."·: t I 

Robert and Del Noland with the Robert L. Noland Leadership Winn ers - 2000 
Candace Change, Katie Noyes, Baldeep Sad/w I, Mallhew Mllsick 

We've got big, serious 
cash for you. 

Tell us what you'll dare to do 
and how much you want to 

be paid for doing it. 

If we think your dare is worth 
the bucks, you're on. 

Produced by 

:~Z 

, And, the "Dare lo r Dollars' 
team will bring a him crew 

to document your moment of 
lame for all 10 see . 

I You do It . We pay. 

The only thing you have to 
lose is working all summer. 

So, submit your dare to us al 

www.darefordollars.z.com 
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Interview with a Caltech author 
The Tech recentl y interviewed 

Anna Kashina. a postdoctora l 
scholar in biology at Caltech who 
is ori ginally from Russia. She has 
al so writte n a rarllasy novel 
which wi ll be coming out late 
thi s month. I talked to her about 
The Prill cess (!f'Dhaga/mc/, her 
history in writing, and her retlec
tions about Russia and language . 

Tcch: What' s a hi o ln gy 
postdoc doing writing fantasy') 
Not reall y an accusation you un
derstand- but how did your in
teres t in writing start, and how 
has your interes t in hiology in
flucnced your writ ing? 

Anna: I think the question of 
how my interest in writing staltcd 
is closely re lated to the question 
of when did J first start to write. 
So, I' ll answer them both at once. 
r wrote my first novel when I was 
si x years o ld and destroyed it 
very soon afterwards. when one 
of the ad ults pointed out an enur 
in the last phr;.se. It read: "They 
sai k:tl olT to the West where the 
sun ri ses". 

I ne ver ques tioned why J wrote 
it I si mpl y had to. I always 
luved hooks and I always found 
sO lll l' thing imperfect in them. I 
wa nt ed to c reate a boo k that 
would see lll perfect to me. (Of 
cou rse. thi s attitude has changed 
now). It rl~a ll y goes bcyond your 
question hUll think I first thought 
of Inyse lf as a writer when I cre
at <:d s(Hl1ethin !J, I didn't destroy 
very soon afterwards. By then I 
was a lready 20 years old . 

OK . back to hi ology: the short 
albWL!r wou ld he: bi ology had 
nuthing to do with my writing. I 
became a hiolog ist because it was 
int ~res tin g to me and because 
being a writer neve r seemed like 
a profession.just something J re
all y liked to do. The way biol
ogy influenced my writ ing was 
mostl y throu gh teac hing me to 
thin k logica ll y and to see k out 
and process larp.e amounts or 

materials. I am reall y gratefui to 
my sc ientif'i <: background for giv
ing me thi s abi lity. 

Tech: Where did the idea for 
The Pril1ces.l· of DhaRa/)ac/ first 
corne from ? 

Anna: From a dream, where all 
my ideas corne rrom. Every once 
in a while I have these striking 
dreams that make me sit down 
and write immediatel y. Luckily, 
they corne at such intervals that 
I illll always ahle to finish with 
one before the next one comes 
along. I am rea ll y afraid to stop 
ha vin g them one day, but maybe 
then I wi ll finall y learn to wrile 
properl y. with a plan, an ou tline. 
and everything. 

Tcch: Why cJid you corne tu the 
United Stales. and where did you 
li ve in Russ iil ? 

Anna: I lived in Moscow, Rus
sia. all my life and was really 
happy there. The reason I de
cided to go to US is pureiy 'sci
entific': arter 'perestroika' sci
ence in Russia bilsica lly stopped 
being finan ced and as a resull 
heca me very ineffi c ient. J fe lt 
that if I wcre to have any sc ien
tifi c future whatsoever I needed 
to go to US and try to do better 
work here. 1 left ri ght after 1 got 
my Ph. D. 

Tech: How did you learn En 
glish? Did you already know it 
fairly well before moving? 

Anna: I was learning Engl ish 
wi th pri vate teachers on and off 
since I was four. I learned it re
all y well when I was in the 8th 
and 9th grades and I had a no
nonsense pri vate teacher recently 
retired from the military acad
emy. Lots of energy, lots of or
der. rea ll y systemati c lea rning. 
Of course I havc improved con
siderably since I came to the US 
-- mostly in speaking and under-

P lclnn in !;l TI' ip s fOl' Generations X. Y. a nd Z . 

London ..... $462 

Paris ...... $504 

Madrid ..... $648 

Rome ...... $685 

Amsterdam .. $614 
AI t .. ... ,*f ,..-....... "', 10).0 , ~ • • v·l " •• 1 

c" .... ,,!ilJ.1.u ....... ~ ct;t . IC 11'£!. , t· 

323 934-8722 
7202 Melrose Ave. 

liMTRAVEl! 
WE'VE BEEN THERE. 

standing. although my accent is 
sti ll frustrating ly obvi ous . A big 
help was watChing TV (contrary 
to popular belief) and constant 
reading. 

Tech: You have prev iously 
publi shed two other books in 
Rus sian (In lir e Name o/,li1e 
Queell. and a collection of short 
fantasy stories). Why is this one 
in Fngli sh? 

Anna: This book was first writ
ten in Russ ian, bul publishing 
hook s in Russia doesn' t rea ll y 
pay a whole lot. It was my dream 
to be ab le to make it as a writer 
and perhap s one day to have 
enough lime to write all I wanl. 
Like in science, all the careerop
portuniti es in writing are in 
America. not in Russ ia. So - r 
made a rea II y presumpt uous de
cision to translate my book into 
Engli sh and try to publi sh it in 
the US. I'll spare you the horri 
fying details of how I was able 
to break th rough. I never did any
thing even remote ly as diffi cult 
in my whole life. and I hope I'll 
never have to. 

Tcch: Do you have any com
ments ahout the di ITerences in 
writing in the two languages? 

Anna: When I write. some sto
ries natura ll y come out in Rus
sian and some corne out in En
gli sh. I used to think it co rre
sponds to the lan guagc of the 
book I wa s reading at the mo
ment. Now I rea ll y don't know 
how it happens, although I cia 
tend to writ e mon; in Engli sh 
now. 
There is a marked difference 

po int ed out by Vladilllir 
Na ilokov, Iy ith whom I tend to 
agree. Russ ian is mLlch hetter for 
visua l desnipt ions- it can be
cornc almost poetic , beautiful not 

on ly by contents but by sound as 
we ll , when yo u desc ribe the 
scenery. or a beautifl!1 lady. for 
instance. English is much better 
for de scribin g ac tion .lIld for 
writing dialogs - it is very dy
namic and efficient. I think this 
difference may even rcllect some 
differences between Russian and 
Engli sh-lan guage lit erature 
(don 't hold me to that. though). 

Tech: Why did you write UI1-

del' a pen name for you r first 
buok? 

Anna: J did it so that I could 
sel l it better. and I guess it re
quires a little bit of exp lanat ion. 

Russian readers arc (or used to 
be) a lot different from Ameri
can readers. Before ' perestroika' 
there lVeren't enough good books 
avai lable and p<!ople were des
perate for them. The most ava il 
able were bonks by new authors 
(usuall y bad) and hooks hy com
muni st leade rs (no co mmcnt). 
Right afte r ' perestroika', when 
my books were publi shed. people 
suddenly started getting infl ows 
of class ica l 'Ind J()reignliteraturc, 
and books by new Russ ian au
thors became eve n less poplilar 
lVith ve ry rew exceptions. The 
book [ wrote was a pi rate nove l 
about Eli zabcthan England and 
I fe lt that if I eve r wa nted to se ll 
this book I had to have an En
gli sh name. I trans lated my name 
Anna Kashin a into Engli sh and 
came up wi th the name Ann Por
ridge. 

Tcch: When can we expec t the 
nex t two novels in the seril's? 

Anna : Nove l #1 is in the work s 
right now. but I ca nnot tell how 
soon it lV ill hc publi shed . I hope 
in a year or so. with nove l #1 to 
follow in another yea r. r think 
lhat, aside fromlhe time it takes 

rne to write il.there is so mething 
abollt rhe rnarket not "l'Ce l't i ng 
too many books frol11 the sa rnt' 
writer in too short a pe riod of 
time. Unicss,n fc ollrse, my book 
becomes tbe rit'x t "Harry Potter". 

Tcch: What's your gener;iI ap
proach to writing? Do you force 
yourself to write sorne every day. 
or do you .iust write when inspi
ration COlll e'S? 

Anna: I fee l il1sl'ir,;lI lIloq of 
th e tim e and I usuall y write 
whe neve r I ha ve tirne to sit down 
and write a reasonahle piece. It 
is always a struggic tn stop my
se lf frorn writing. and so me time 
it results in writin!( SOIl](, randolll 
p:eees that don't even helong to 
the sa rne novel. I usuall y dOIl ' t 
write in sequence ;1Il:! <:o rnhine 
these pi<:.:es later. writing iinks 
between them. With the sequel. 
since. I do ha ve so little time now. 
Itry to ma ke it more organi zcd. 

Tech: Can y(\u give a summary 
of the book? 

Anna : I 'k .l S neve r good at 
writing a summary of m)' hook 
(my puhli sher do,;s a III1ICI1 b<: t
terjob of that) bm I' ll try. 

The book is a low story he
tween an Arabian princess <lnd 
her sla ve, a djinn . in a se lting 
simil ;lr to the world of the Anl
bian Nights. B~hind it s Ar:thian 
scenery alld 111<1 gica l adl'cnturcs 
:he key idea. fWIl1 Ill y poi nt of 
view. lies in who the djinns re
ally arc. As found out earl y in the 
book. the djinns are all -powerful 
wi7.ards whose power becollies 
so dangerous \0 let loose in the 
world that some god-lik e. forc:;:s 
enslave them at the very moment 
whe. nthey reac h absolut e power. 
A path to becomin g a d.iinn is 
through lea rnin g all your li re to 
achicvc immortality. and beyond . 
to abso lute knowledge and ilhso
lut e powe r. Anyone can hec() ll1e 
a djinn if he is hungry enough for 
knowledge and talented enough 
to ,eek Ollt al l of it. In the book 
there arc two leve ls of tcnsion. 
One is the internal tension. the 
conflict between the djinn \ ah 
so lut e powe r and hi s inabilit y to 
us<: it lIn less hi s mortal mi stress 
orders him to. Th e other- tile 
tension, or rat her. the contra st 
hetwcen the ancient wiLarLi with 
hi s endless knowledge and the 
princess. a young girl who didn 't 
eve ll begin to learn thc things he 
knows. Although allr<lCted to him 
e no rm ously and loo kill g for 
ways \0 ease hi s suffering. the 
princess docs n' t rea ll y kil O"'" 
what to Jo- exce pttakc thi s rare 
0Jlp nrlilllit y tn vis it 111 ;lg icil l 
places ;Lnd sec til e' thin gs very 
few pcople h;1 vc accc" to. 

'III(' Prill c('ss o( f) //(/g(//}(Ir/ is 
schedukd to hL' Jllill iis hcci 0 11 

MilY 29th . More infnnn;rtioll call 
he found ilt I'/IVw. herodias.colll 
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Ditch Day 2000 
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Ditch Day 2000 

Ditch Day sent students aLI over campus 
and Southern Cal~fornia and provided 

perfect timing for senior pranks like the 
M ilikan pizza boxes (above). 
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Photo credits: Andrew Childs, Laura 
Elliot, Faith Fulton, Robert Paz, Dana 
Sadava, Kathy Scott, Tasha Vanesian 

Ditch Day 2000 
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Comics 
01 LB E RT® by Scott Adams FoxTrot by B ill Amend 

I RECOMMEND 
EXPLOITING HER 

IS THAT BECAUSE 
I'M l'OUR NEW CEO 
AND THE MOST 
POWERFUL WOMAN 
IN OUR INDUSTRl'? 

WHl' DO I HAVE TO 
BE THE ONE TO 
SUGGEST IT? 

CEOs LOVE 
THIS SORT 
OF THING. 

\ 

"-
MoMMM?... HoLD 

ON A 
SECOND ... 

I 

"1) 

REAL 
"ULTI
MATE 
FR'SSEE" 
INVOLVES 
DISH" 
WASHER 

WATCH ME 
T"READ THE NEE

DLE 8[TWEEN 
THoSE WINE 

6LASSES. 
I 

~~~~~==~~~-=-'=--~~~~~~ 

CEO AS SPOKESPERSON ---- d i WHAT DOES THIS " POSE HAV( TO DO i 
WITH O~R PRODUCT? ~ 

~ 

E 
0 
u 
~ 

" E 
U 

On 2 

SMAll TIME CROOKS 
Fri. -Thu. [1 2:00 1 :OOJ 230 3:30 

6:00 7:30 8:30 1 : 

SET ME FREE 
Fri. -Th~~()()1225 4:50 7:15 

PASSION OF MIND 
:.: - ::':':111 :30[2:05 4:40 715 

~
-O l'0~ KNOW 
WHAT WOULD BE 
MORE EFFICIENT? 

THAT'S l.JH l' WE 
OFH_R FREE 
CASHEWS . 

_ / 

Car problems? Com plete 
foreign and domest ic auto 
repair -- In se rvice for over 29 
yea rs. (Engine repairs , 
wne-ups, old change, brakes, 
batteries, erc.) 

H ram All [0 Service 
1477 E. Washington Blvd , 

Pasadena CA 9 1 104 
Call (or Appoimment 

(626) 798-4064 
(626) 791-1993 

Looking for a place to live? 

www.housingl 0 1 ,nct.. _ 

Your move off campus! 

Search for apartments, 

Free roommate sublet listin s 

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS! 
Students earn $375/$575 weekly processing/assembling medi
cal 1.0. cards from your horne. Experience unnecessary ... we 
train you! Call MediCard 1-541 -386-5290, ext. 300. 

~ THE ONE A SK'NG EM-,x. PlOYEE5 To GAIN wEIGHT WHAT 
! AND DRESS SADLY FoR ABoUT 

~ THE upcoMING CoMPANY IT? 

" 
PHOTo, So THAT '(oV'tl ..J 
Look EXTflA (,000 0" 

COMPAR'50N~ 

" " ()8 

9iew 6}etki PaCace 
Restaurant If1 i. .{ . a f-
of the Year OUlSlile 0 cinaZfl 

1994 to 1998 . "SimpIyGlrotFood" 
~ enl Indian f{etllmmmJ ,_ 

SpedaJlZlng in Northern Indian Food 

r " 
I I 

:595 ! 
I All V.Can Eat .' I L _______ .. _...-

TAkE 

Lab tech job in San Francisco, Looking for a tech to study 
DNA damage response in yeasr, in new/fun lab at UCSF. 
Involves genetics and biochem, Perfect for graduating senior 
wanting to go to grad/med school in two years, email 

ucsf.edu 

LoolC WHAf I 
FOUN.D v9 IN. 

THE. ATTIC! 

MY oLD 
JASON. G.l . .lIM 
NoT So SPfl'N~-
CLOSE. LoAOED 

I STUFFEO-
SEAR 

/ • .......--::\" TRAPS! 

,-,I, -'~ ~ 

~~ 
I ' .' , ,' . 

SY THE THAT'S flAT· 
WA.Y , T[RING. $1"'. 'OuT 
FOX, 
I WANT 

MINIMUS! 

MINIMUS! 
.J 

I SAID 
TAKE IT 
SA.CI(! 

J 

You AR(N'T 
ANSwElZlNG MY 

QUESTION . 

e ~ J'tautO 
* * Award Winner * * 

OPEN 7 DAYS 

Tel: 449-8018 
2475 E. Colorado· Pasadena 

, ,,,,,,"cl,,,SiclTIl Madre Rlvd. & Altadena Dr. 
Fret! Parking In Rear 
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Well , that was it, the lung awaited 
tomorrow was actually last Friday. 
Time travel, Caltech-style. Stu
dents ditched their classes to par
ticipate in this carn ival urganized 
by the Sen iors. Besides the moans 
of some profs who lost a precious 
day in their courses, there were also 
complaints ('rom others to the et~ 
feet that we could have chosen a 
better day, one when they were 
scheduled tu teach. There is no way 
to satisfy pro('s, no way, and as to 
the students, well, you know bet
ter than I. And there is no way to 
satisfy the Dean , that tiger in dis
guise, who spent the day Illulling 
the precepts of the Honor Code. 
"Pranks and Practical jokes have 
always been part of undergraduate 
life at Caltech" says The Hand
book. "Pranks, when planned with 
considera tion for the rest uf the 
cOlllmunity, can be very enjoyable" 
but of course there is a down side: 
"bad ly thought-out pranks may 
olherwise take unfair advantage ur 
someone in the comillunity". May 
all your pranks in the future avo id 
this pit rail. 

One spectacular productiun was 
not even a stack . Na med "The 
Leaning 'f()wer uf Pi 7.za," it was 

NOLAND: 
sue non -acad e mi c interest s 
a long with course-related and 
academic work. She is very in
volved with the Caltcch Chris
tian Fe ll owsh ip, holding regular 
studi es in her donn roo III , and 
leading worship with her guitar 
whe n needed. 

Baldccp, ;1 se nior in Llectrical 
Engineering, received the award 
ror th e man y contributi ons he 
has mad e to stud e nt li fe at 
Ca lteeh. lie has heenthe ASCIT 
Pres ident for the last two ye 'lrs. 
In tit;1l capacit y he has been in
struillent al in shaping student 
gove rnill e nt. Bald ee p al so 
served as a member of the Com
mittee on Student Governmen t 
and Administrati ve Action 
(COSGAA) wh ich reviewed the 
manner in which disciplinary 
ac ti ons occur at Caltech, and as
sisted in thc formulati on of the 
Cond uct Re vi ew COlllmi tt ee 
(CRe). [n all hi s ac tivities, 
Baldeep has been dedi<.:ated to 
learning the opinions of hi s fe l
low student s and findin g ways 
to improve the qual ity of student 
Iifc. Becau se of hi s time as 
ASCIT president , many th ings 
ahollt undergraduate Iifc have 
changed. The ASCIT web page 

The Dean and the iBook 
Dean's 
Time Travel 

by Jean-Paul Revel 
C I' e -

aled by the "Evil 
Geniuses fur a Better To

murrow." Millikan Library was 
clad in scales, in the guise of some 
40 rows of pizza cartons . Millikan, 
however, did not lean; maybe a 
better name would have been "The 
Learning Tower ur Pi 7.7.a" . Another 
spectacular creatio n, a pud of 
go ld en dolphin s jumping over 
Millikan Bridge, appeared the day 
after Ditch Day. Everyone seems 
to like it, a lot. Thanks to the de
signer and his cast of helpers fnr a 
real trea t. 

Well DD is over and another 
countdown is taking the fore. Com
mencement is on ly 14 days away, 
14 days, how did that happen? 
Considering the imminent gradua
tion of a 1/4 of our students J 
thought it providential that [ 
stumbled over a site on Alta Vista, 
li sti ng possible (,raduat iun Gifts. 
J thought you might enjoy this self 
serving set ur suggestions. The list 
started with suggest ions that une 
give "Quicken", or "Mon ey". 
These are quite reasonable, if se
date, presents, considering that by 
and large the graduates will soon 
have tu fend for themselves, and 
keep closer tabs than they might do 
nuw on what goes in and what 
comes out or their wallets. These 

is in the process of heing lTlod
ernizcd, the student Coffeehouse 
has been remodcled and is be
ing managed by students , and 
each student house is gettin g a 
DYJ) player and a DYD library 
is being set up. 

The Green, Froeh li c h, and 
Ilaagen-Srnit Awards were pre
sented on May 25, 2000 at a lun
cheon hosted by the Dean s in 
The Athenaeum, Jefti'cy Barrick, 
junior in Chemi stry received the 
George W. Gree n Pri 7.e , The 
Green Pri ze is awarded to an 
undergraduate student in any 
c lass for ori ginal research , an 
origina l paper or essay, or other 
ev idence of creative scholarship 
beyond the normal requirements 
of spec ific courses. The Jack E. 
Froehlich Memorial Award is 
for outstandi ng juniors in the top 
5% of the c lass. C hristopher 
Hirata, a junior in Physics, was 
selected this ycar. Betty Hong, 
a sophomore in biology, won the 
Arie 1. Haagen-Srnit Memorial 
Award. The Haagen-Smit Award 
is g iven to a chemist or biolo
gist who has shuwn academic 
promise and has made recog
ni zed contributions to Caltech. 

Corner 
arc 

gifts that will 
remind the graduaw of 

the giver, every day, or Illay be 
once a Illunth, assuming of course 
that they' II be used at all. Rut why 
shou ld these drab militarian gifts 
be a the tup of the li s!') (Cou ld it be 
that the urder was dctermincd by 
how much companies paid to he 
listed?) 

Item #3 was a Palm Pilot, spe
cifica lly the Palm IIIx Connected 
Orga ni ze r. The blurb said " If 
you're st ill writing notes to your
self, stop. " St.op, right. 'The Palm 
lIlx is a noteworthy addition to 
your li festy le." What artfu l sub
liminal reinrorcement. of the urge 
to make notes ! "Part of an award 
winning line of urgan izers, this or
ganizer is expandable ... " - watch 
out, not expendable. "From 12,000 
addresses to :) years of appo int
ments, you' ll reach fur ... " no, I 
won't reach. I stopped reading right 
there.l am sure a Palm Pilot would 
be a useful accessory in your busy 
life after Tcch (there is one), but 
the idea of 12,000 addresses is just 
too much. Who know s 12 ,000 
people to address? Oh you poor 
graduates, [ shudder to think of 
your lives burdened by su many 
contacts, acquaintances and heaven 
furbid even 1,200 girl- or boy
fri ends? Less disturbing is the next 
item listed, the" iBook 300MHz / 
6GB / 64MB / 12. 1" TFT 
NoteBook (Blueberry): Smuoth 

rounded edges and a ca rryi ng 
handl e to fold aw ay when not 
needed. Thi s iBook is made for 
computing on the move. And with 
the amazing AirPort you can say 
farewe ll to network cables. The 
Ai rPort al lows you 10 be online 
without actuall y being plugged ... " 
Good that you could avoid ge tting 
plugged, another clear indicati on 
t.hat the cri me ralc is decreas ing. 
And think, you' ll be able to CIllU
late the smug you ng executive in 
the current ads, who, rrom the com
fort of her wait ing room chair, bea ts 
out everyone to the last seat re 
maining on a !light to "whatever 
you r (her) final destination." Sec, 
I am not in a hurry to reach Illy fi 
nal destination, rea ll y, you take the 
sea t, "A pres vous, mon cher 
Alphonse." 

The li st continues with more tra
ditional offerings, a digital music 
player, a digital call1era, mure com
puters, a color printer .. .That 's good, 
this las t one, the graduates wi II 
need to send resumes. which will 
clearl y he more notable if printed 
in rainbow colors. Come to think 
of it , hetter stick tu basic black. 
Item number 12 seems to be an ab
solute necess ity. Judging by how 
pupular they are I am surprised it 
is nut higher on the list. Surely ev
ery graduate already owns one of 
those devices, which seem glued to 
the ear uf so many. Pretty soo n 
they'll be prime gift s for "new 
baby" showers. But then maybe ba
bies of the future wi ll have a phone 
implant before leaving the hospi
tal. But now comcs a gift without 
which no graduate could survive 
away from TFM: an indoor gri ll. 

"Thi s grill has a 125 sqll ;tn:: in,:h 
cooking surfa cl:, g ivin g yo u 

enough roo m for whateve r you 
want to grill. It dra ins fat hetlVe'en 
bars and away 1'1'0 11'1 fond. so yl' lI 
can ... " Lei's see. square root or 125 
is about II . A grill II " 01 1 tit,: side 
is large cnl'ugh ror a c1ozenliotdoi!s 
and may be even a hrace of Ii :l m
burgers. It hardl y SCl: lns big l' nou gh 
for anyo ne whose add,'css book 
rni ght contain 12, (lOO enlri es. I 
gut'Ss t.he solution is to hU Y;1 who It: 
batt.ery of these grill s or maybe a 
gagg le of the s mo ~ clcs., mode l 
which is also ad vert ised, so you ca n 
grililo your henrt 's conlent in your 
Penthouse . on a rainy day .. But the 
oddest gift , I think . is the "TG 15 
Tail gateI' (tm) Bknder - Chrome: 
The TailgateI' Blender is designed 
ror ca rs, boat s or ca mpers ill ll.i 

comes wi th a IS' co rd and AC 
power adapter. It can also he pow
ered by a 12-volt cigarelle I if! hlcr. 
Its heavy-duty chrome-plat ed 
plated meta l base ~ecps cl't:rything 
in place while yo u" while yo u 
what') Ah yes, maybe while; you usc 
the ,. DMIOOBG PartyMate (1111 ) 

Portable Drink Mak c:r: This 
DM 100BG PartyMate Portahle 
Drink Maker makes coc~tails. fro
zen sm()otilies, power drinks. dai 
quiri s and more. Madc of ru gged. 
water-resistant cons tructi on and 
shatterproof 3207 .. (<J60 ml ) jar, it 
is perkct for outdoor usc. " (,ood 
thing that most of o lit' gradu;ltes art' 
uf age when they leave us. 

A hicntot' 

SCREW THAT SUMMER JOB! 

Wil l Ihe Dung Diggers 
couple lind the wedding rings 

we hid in a load of 
horse manure? 

Will we pay them $3.000 ? 

Visit "Dare for Dollars" 
10 gel all Ihe poop on Ihe 

Dung Diggers' dare. 

Bul , what about you 
gelling some dollars? . 

Produced by 

z 

Tell us wl1al you 'lI dare 
to do for big. serious cash 

If we th ink your dare 
"'.;.""""......, 15 worth tt,e bucks. you're on 

You do it. We p"'y. 

The only thing you have to 
lose IS workmg all summer 

Congratulate the newlyweds . 
(A",.I love grand?) 

Then, submit your dare 10 uS at 

www.darefordollars.z.com 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Additional HSS Course 
Announc.ement for Fall 

Term 2000-01 : Lit 129 
Au ste n. Bronte. W oo lf An in

trodu c tion to fo ur of the most 
impo rtant Eng li s h writ e rs o f 
th e nine teenth and early-twen
tieth cc nturi es. Understanding 
th ese nove lists as a traditi o n, 
we w ill pay particular atten 
tion to formal deve lopments in 

th e Nove l from the marriage 

pl o t throu g h moderni sm. Jane 
Au ste n. C harlotte and Emi ly 
Bro nt e. and Virginia Woo lf's 

mrl.ior works- inc ludin g hut not 
limit ed to E mma. Pe rsua s io n. 

Jan,' I: yr<:' . Wutlie ring He ig ht s. 

Mrs. Dallo way. To the Li g ht
l](I usc . I" stru ,· tnr: Kin g; TTH 
1-2:10 

Th~ ;Vl cK illn~y Cnlllmitt~e 

nl' the (' .. !tcch Literatu/'c 

Facully is pl ease to announce 

the WiUII lT'; ill the 2000 co n
tes t I'm exce ll e nce in w ritin g . 

1n th e catcl,!0ry o f prose fi c
ti o n. f irs t pri 7.t' has heen wo n 

h y Da v id Il ockada y. In th e 
ca tegory o f no n-fi c ti o n essay , 
fir st pri Le is awarded to Jit Kee 
C hin. The poe try pri 7.e was 

won by StcplH:n Shepherd . The 

Hall ett Smith Competition (for 

th e fin es t ess ay de vot ed to 
Shakespeare) was wo n jointly 
h y Jim W o ng and Rob e rt 

Sw inney . 

RELOCATION: Effective 
MOllday, May R, 2000, The 
Bursar ' s Office w ill re l ocat~ 

fro m th ,~ first fl oor of Ke ith 
Spa ld in g Building (Business 

Services), Roo m 116, to 363 

South Hill S tree t and occ upy 
th e first fl oor of the main Hill 
House . The new Mail Code fo r 

the Bursar's Office wi ll be 3-
7 . The te le ph o ne a nd fa x num

be rs for The Bursar' s Office 

w i II re main the snme . Please 
no te that th e Disburse me nt 
Aud it Office has been mo ved 

to the gnrnge stru c ture in the 
hack o f th e lIillll o use . Addi
ti o n:!II y , ;1 new Satcllite 

C ashi e r 's Office w ill be o pera
t io na l fo r Pe rso nal Accou nts 

o nl y in the garage , tru c ture of 
363 So. IIill S tree t. The Satel

lit e Cns hi er 's M:!il C lde wi ll 
be 4-7 a nd the te le phon e num
ber w ill be (62(,) 1<)5··2482. 

O nl y a minimal di s rupti on in 
se rvices on the mo rnin g o f Fri 

da y , Ma y 5. 2000 is antici

pated. 

The final Beginning Night 
Cluh Two Step class ori g i

nall y scheduled fo r Mo n 29 
May ha ~ been resc heduled for 

7:30 - 9:00pm Mo n 5 Jun'OO 

in Winn e tt Lounge. For fur

th c r info rmnti o n see 
11 ' 11 ' 11'. i I s. CII II ('c h. edul- hll 11 -
mOJII o r ca ll Do n at 626179 1-
3 101 . 

~ , . , ' 

Hal sey Rodman's art in
s tallation e ntitled "O ne nnd 
Many Suns," whi c h includes 

sc ulpture and photogrnph s, 
will be on vie w at Caltech's 

Ou tdoor Art Space IIntil July 
9. Th ::: a rt s ite is located be
hind th e Campus Recyc lin g 

Cente r o n Jl o lli ston Avc nue 

Local indie rock label look
in g for int e rns for 

sa les. ma rke tin g, inte rne t nnd 
pro motions . Lookin g for mo
tivated se lf starte r who is re

so urceful and rc sponsible. 
Computer sk i li s a plus! Seri
OilS inquire s o nl y pl e ase . 
Email: I. ri (. hll.l.@lI el (.OIl1. colll 

U RL: http: // 

H'II · H' . va llri chter. ll el. T e le

ph o ne numbe r: 583-4717 

C I M Vision I nternationa i. 
a n E-Co mm ercc co mp a ny 

ha .'ed in Lo ng Beac h, Ca: ifo r
ni a. i, seek ing tal e nted indi 
vidual s with a pass io n for so ft 
ware d eve lop m e nt in Win 
dow;: 2000 CO M+/Ja va/ASI'. 

Imillediat e o pe nings are aVili l
a hl e. Ca ndidat es mu st s how 

atte nti o n to detai l il) th e ir 
work. have good o ral and wri t
tc n conHllunicati o n skill s adn 
demonst ra te that th ey work 
we ll under pressure as well as 

in a fast paced tea m e nviron 

ment. Pre fe re nce wi II be g i ven 
to those candidat es that have 

ex pe rience with C++, MFC, 
CO MIDCO M/COM+ , ATL , 
Java. SQL and UML. Pl ease 
se nd resume a nd a cover letter 
to : Human reso urce s, C IM 
V;sio n Interna ti o n r. 1. 3\.iO 
Ocenngate. Suite 1500, Long 
Beach , C A <)0802. 

The CRDC :losts a series of 
weekly "mini-parties", i. c., no 
lesson/de monstrntion or theme 
as do ne for the " regu lar" parties. 

The parti es are free and take 
place in Winnett Lounge afte r 
eac h pro- taug ht class on Mon . 
from 9:00- 11 :00 p .m. Refresh
ments are provided and no p:u'I

ncr is req uired . From 9:00 to 

9:30 p.m. ll1us ic pe rtaining to 
th e prev ious c lass will be 
played . but after 9::l0 p.m. feel 

free to make requests or bring 
your own mu s ic. 

Dlle to recent vandalism, 
Cleveland E lementary School 

in Pasadena is seeking do pa

tio ns o f books and equipmen l 

for the school' s library. Specifi

ca ll y, the school i~ in need o f 
two overhcad proj ec tors and 
boo ks appropri ate for grades K-

6 to re place those sto le n or de
stroyed . Donatio ns my be made 
direc tl y to C leveland E le rne n
ta ry Sc hool a t 524 Pa li ~ade 

Stree t, Pa~adena , Califo rnia , 

9 1 103 . For questions o r furthe r 
inform a ti o n. pl e a se co ntac t 

Princ ipa l Abe l Q uesnda at 626-

7<)4-7 169 or Laura Biedebach in 
th e o ffi ce of Co ng ress mnn 

Mints 
Jnmes E . Rogan a t 626-577-
3969 . 

Ride your bicycle to 
Caltech '! R eg ist e r with 
Ca l t ec h s 
C YCLOCOMMUTERS.hll{J:II 
H 'WH!. i Is. ell II erh. ed ul-evdocOi 11 

o r email: 
c y (.' I () C () III @(.' lIll e(.' h. e d /I . 
Monthl y rando m drawing fo r a 
$30 .00 g ift cel1ificate to a local 
bike store and free tune up and 
ex trns a t th c Commuter Fair 
Day, o n May 19th! If you are a 

distance ride r, log in your miles 
for nn extra c hance to win addi
tional pri7.es every 6 month s. 

EVENTS 

Cal tech Lihrary System Pre
sents : May 30 - " Pate nt Searc h
ing (F ree & Prop ri e tary, 

Equ iva le nts.Lega l S tatu s. C it ed 
Rcre re ncc~)" 12- 1 p.m in the 
Shl! rllliin Fairchil d Lihrary Mul 

t i nll~ d ia Co n fe re nce Ro o rll . 
328.Reg istcr ;!l http :// 
library .caltech .tti u/learning. 1 ior 

o th e r qu est io ns. co nta c t 
Kathleen IvlcGrr!gor at ;;67 11 or 

kllllileell @library.caltech.{'dll 

Dr. Paul B. MacCready, "Dys
lexia and the Creative Indi
vidual" at the Art Center Col

l eg ~~ of Desi gn, Ahmanson Au

ditorium, II :10 am Wednesday , 
Mn y 3 I , 2000 Dr. Pa ul B . 

MacCreaciy , a recl!ntt y featured 
as Ti me Ma gaz i ne ' s "The 

Century's G reatest Minds" se
ries "on the 100 most influen
ti al people o f the century," heads 

the first or3 1ectures titled "Dys
lexia and th e Creative Indi 
vidual." 

Caltech's KipFest Science 
Symposium to Feature Phy si
cists Kip Thorne and Stephe n 
H aw kin g. Adva nce Ticket s 

Availnble Now. Cn ltec h is host

ing KipFes t, n sy mpos ium o n 
the occas ion of theoretical astro

physi c is ', Kip Thorne's 60t h 
Birthdny, June I to 3, 2000, to 
hono r his career in phys ics, nnd 

his commitment to the commu
nication and popu la ri 7.ation of 
sc ic nce and sc ie nce educati on. 

Ea rl y admi ss ion ti ckets for the 
Sa turday Science Talk s are 
avai la bl e now at th e Caltech 

T icket Office fo r students, fac
Ulty, staff and JPL e mployees. 

with a li ;llit of two (2) per J.D . 
These early admiss io n ti c ke ts 

provide guaranteed seating if 
presentcd by 9:30 a. T11 .There arc 
a limited numbe r o f ti ckets, 
ava ilable o n a first-come, first
served bas is. For morc informa
ti o n on ti c kets . pl ease contact 
the Callech Ticket Office at e.'( t. 

4652 . 

The 12th annual NASA 

Planetary ~cience S ummer 
School offers student sc ie ntists 

and e ng ineers the unique oppor
!LlIlity to des ign a space ex plo
ration mis s io n in o ne week. 
" Discovery Micromissions: Fo
c Llsed Low Cos t Sci e nce" is 
schedu lcd fo r A ug u st 7 - 11 . 

2000, in Pasade na .Ca lifo rnia . 
The pr(lg ram is direc ted toward 

PhD candidates a nd rece nt PhD 
graduates. For 1lI0rl~ in format io n 

on the pror,ra lll a nd an npplica
ti o n fo 1'1 11. ple;)sc v is it hl/p:11 
iVt\.'w.j/ J/. IIlI .\'(I. go vips (. i .I·( '! /Oo l/. 

The deadline for app lica tio ns is 
June I 1.2000. Qllest ions o n sc i
e nce conte nt may he dirt~c t ed to 

Ms. Ani ta Sohu s at JPL (8 18) 
354 -66 13. o r 
({ II i I a .111. soh 11 !:@jfll.I/(/.\'(/ .gOIl. 

StHOLAft.,HIP .' 
j 

The Collegiate Inventors 

Competition, a prog ram or the 
Na ti o n a l 1nve nt o rs Ha ll o f 

Fame. is handing out money'

bi g mo ney- to co ll ege inven 
tors and th e ir advi so rs. Each 

win nin g stude nt - o r s tudc nt 
team - rece ives a $20 ,000 cash 
prize . Faculty advisors each re 
ceive a $ 10,000 cash prize. The 
competition, ope n nil full-time 

college stude nts and judged by 

distinguished ~c i e nti ! ; ts and in
ventors from across the country, 

awards up to six pri7.es each 
yenr. The deadline for applica
tions is ./une I , 2000. In add i

tion to cash ):rizes , wi nners nnd 
their advisors \V! " trave l to the 
induction ceremony o f the Nn

tiona I In ventors Hnll ofFamc o n 
Septembe r R-9, 2000. During 
the weeke nd , wi nne rs w ill be 

ho nored and have the c hance to 
lea rn from the greatest scient i fi c 
minds of our time who visit the 

Hall o f Fame eac h yea r for the 
induction fes ti v iti es . Applica
ti o ns are avai lah le a t 
H'H 'W. ill \ ·('111 . orglcoll eg i (f I I '. 

The Jewish Loan\ssoda
tion is o ffe ring intcrest-free stu 

dentloan ~ to qu.a lified indi v idu

a ls for tuitio n. books and sup-

THE CALlfORNIATECH 

C altech 40-58 

Pasadena , CA 91126 

plies. and li ving ex pe nses. Ap
plicants mLlst have cO lllpl ctcd a 
minimum o f one yea r o f undc r
g raduate study and have a 2.5 
GPA or above . For furth e r in
formati o n. plea sc contac t the 
kwi sh Pree I ,oan Assoc iation at 

2 13-76 1-SS30 or S I S-464·113 1. 

The John Gy les Education 
Fund is o ffe rin g scholarship 
awards up to $3.000 fo r the 
2000-0 I ncaciclllic ye;lI' . Appli . 
cants must be Canadian or U.S. 
citizens. ha ve a 2. 7 GPA or 
ahove. and de mon strat l: finan 
c ia l nced . C rit e ria other than 
st ri ctl y acade mic ahi lit y and fi 

na nc ia l need arc cons ide red in 

the selec tio n process . T o requcst 
an app li ca ti o n. se nd sc tf- ;lcI
dressed. s t;lI11pcd c nvc lo pe to: 

The .lo hn Gyles EdllL'atio l1l :und. 
Attn : The Sec re te ry. P.O. 13 (. ;; 

4i>Q i>. 7 12 Ri ve r , irk Dr . 
Frcde ri ction . Ne ws Brull swic k. 
Ca nada I ~.\B .~ C;4. I'ilill l,! d;lt es 
for mai li ng d(')C Ill\l '~ llt s in 2000 
,Ire April l . .Illnc I. rli1d NO IL' 111-

he r 15 . 

The Department of l>tf(' lIse 
host. · threc stude nt in te rn ship 
progr,lI11 s at th e La w!'C nce 
Livernlore Nati o nal Labo r:ltory. 

Th ese in c lucl e Int e rn ship s in 
Te rascale S inllll at i(Hl T.::dlllol

ogy (W II '11' .1111 I. gl' 1'1.11 !l1/ r." (1111). 
Accelerated Strateg ic CO ll\put 

ing Ini tiative (ASC I) Pipeline 
Prog ram ( 1o\.'WlV. 1I11 I. go do sci/ 
index. hI III/) . a nd (Jrad llate In

t e rn ~ in Nuclea r W ea po ns 
( WH 'IV.n lllem i Oil .1111 l. g()\'lg i ll I) . 

Hous ing and salary arc at com
petitive rates. For more info rma
tion , contact Ha rry Go ldman, 

925 -422-5177 , or 
gohll/1all J @/lll[.gm·. 

Illformation and applica
tions for 2000 Summer Wo/-k

Study are avai lable in the I' inan
c ia l Aid Office . If you arc inter
es;ed in S Ul11me r Word-Study. 

p lease slIbmit the required ap
plication as soon as poss ible, 

but 110 late r thall.June 1, 2000. 
If awared. work-s tudy fundin g 
w ill begin Jul y 5, 2000. 

To submit an eve nl 1,,1' th l' Mints, 
contac t lJ/ill'S (li l ll}.!.C.~.('(Jll edu'dlf o r 

m ail your ; lnnotJ n Cl.' 111L~ 1l1 to {'a!tech 
40-5X Alln : Millt S. Subm iss ions 
shoilid be bricr"nd conc ise. Emil i! is 
pref'c rred. ril e ,·rl itors rese rve Ihe 
ri !;llIlO cdil ;\11<1 abridge all mil Ic l' ia I. 
Deadline is lloon Wednesday. Unless 
spec ilied, " II ,ni nts will ru n t('l'lwo 
weeks. 


