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FAULTY BUILDING: 

SJEH EXPLAINS 

CONTRIBUTIONS 

TO EARTHQUAKE 

DAMAGE 

IJ y J ON FOSTEH 

" I spent a lot of tilll e on 
strange web sit es today," sa id 
Dr. Kerry Sieh to a nearly full 
Bec krnan Auditoriulll , "and this 
is what I want you to remem­

212 Prefrosh visit this weekend 
BY K ENNET1I Ki lO 

"The Admi ss ions Office con­
trols the weather!" After going 
throu gh a few Prefrosh Week­
end s, any uppercl ass man can 
relate that no matter how bad Ihe 
weather is in the days preceding 
(or after) Prefrosh Weekend, the 
sun shine for whi ch Southern 
California is renowned always 
breaks through. 

Yesterday was no exception as 
ber. " 

With that. he turned the slide 22 1 cheery-eyed prefrosh (pro­
spective freshmen) representing 

to revenl a picture of "La Femme 
lS slates and 2 foreign countries 

filla le" and a picture of a fault 
corne to visit Caltech by way of 

zone with the description, "Le 
the Ricketts-Fleming courtyard. 

Monclc fatal." Sieh, professor of 
They arri ved by car and plane 

Geo logy at Caltec h,. was pre­
at all hours of the day on Thurs­

senting at the continuation of the 
day and gathered all together for 

Watson Lecture series on April 
an orientation meeting at night. 

12th. 
Prefrosh Weekend is an event 

Hi s talk , entitled "Acts of God, which upperclassmen view as a events such as Profeswr Ahmed When asked whether the jUIll[) Office was to ensure that only 

Sludents arrive in good spirilsfor Prefrosh Weekend 

Acts of Man: How Human s time to take a break from stud- Zewail se lected for the Noble should be allributed to the gen- about 220 students decide to mn­
Make Natural Hazards Into Di-

" . I . ies in order to help the prefrosh Prize in Chemistry and President eral increase of about 20% in ap- trieu late as students. 
snsters ,explall1ec many of the asc e rtain an impress ion of David Baltimore chosen to re- plicationstoco/leges around the In th e previous two years, 
major mistakes which people in Caltech - the research opportu- ceive the National Medal of Sei- nation, Director of Undergradu- larger than normal class sizes 
Ihe past have made when plan- nities available, the work and the ence. ate Admissions Charlene Liebau ha ve entcred Caltcc h- abolll 
ning cities and designing build- classes. Of more influence to hi gh indicated thaI it seemed unlikely 235 students for thi s year and 
ings, and attempted to provide One must not ignore, however, sc hoo l seni ors, however, was as the quality of the applicants abou( 260 student s for Ihe pre­
so me gu idan ce on what we the difficult dec isions which the that US. News and Wurld Re- was unifonnly hi gh. vious yea r. 
should do when considering fu - Underg raduat e Admissions port ranked Calt.eeh as the num- She elaborated by saying that A decision was made to offer 
ture buildings. offi ce had to make in order to ber one nati onal university in ilS lhe effect of our ranking in U.S. acceptance to only 435 appli ­

Sieh's pictures of earthquakes make Prefrosh Weekend 2000 1999 mnking of colleges . News probably made more al- cants which is down from las t 
(the natural di saster he talked possibie toeffcci the ongoing re- This di stincti on bes towed ready qualified students aware year 's 520. 
lTI ost about) were particularly plenishment of Ca ltech's 900 upon Ca lteeh may be the pri - of the ex istence of Ca lteeh. Thi s year's accepted pool rep-
impressive, and hi s numerous undergraduate student body. mary reason why the appl ieant Whatever the reason for the in- resents 4 17 hi gh sc hoo l s. 42 
jokes, though somet i mes somc- Callech i .~ ex periencing a ban- pool dramatically jumped to crease in applications, one mil- states, and 24 fureign countri es. 
what irreverent, kept the audi- ncr year with various notable 3514 this year. jor concern of the Ad miss ions I'LEASE ~EE I'REFROSI·I t>., P ACE J 
ence th orough I y en t erta i ned 1---------------- ------------;:--- --.,-- -......,.-.,-----,"",-----,,,--,----,----;-;----
Ihroug hout (he talk. 0 1 h fer over to the new database. Oth er limit ed en ro ll ment 

He began by telling the "Tale rae e sys tern rnis a p "No one knew, and we relied on classes. such as Ch 3a arid fresh-
of Two Countries," Taiwan and the system for the last fifteen men humanities. are taught so 
Turkey. From Ta iwan he showed fi· d 1 years," sa id Dr. Goodstein . It often th at it was know n ri ght 
a Mobi us rail -road strip, the rea- causes con uston, e ays was a shared confidence in the away that they would be lilllited 
son why "you shouldn ' t build system . The reg istrar's office enrollment. 

J 0 dance with a campus- wide walls across 1~llIlts", and a grave- IlY ONG . II fi lied out a form for B i 10 wh ich However, B i lOi s tauglll on I y 
implementation of a new data-yard that had been opened up in did not specify it as limited en- once a year, and thu s tire spec il'.. 

Each term, when registration base network system, sw itched the September 2 1 st, 1l)99 Tai- rollment , and sent it to the biol- ies of that course were less fil -
time comes around , there is a over to the new system on Sep-wan quake. ogy depal1ment. miliar to the reg istrar 's offi ce 
scamper to get into courses des- tember. B ' f'f' hi ' The engineering problem, Sieh eC<luse both Sides were so ae- sta ,w 0 a l real y had t he ll' 
ignat ed limited e nro llme nt , All the course information , in-said, had been basica lly solved, eustomed to class limit records hands full of getting the system 
which includes most laboratory cluding limits on class and see-pointing out how newer build- automatically rolling over from to Fortun;rte ly, Dr. Ra y 
classes. tion size, was stored within the ings had not been nearly so af- year to year, both sides assu med Deshaies, in structor of Hi 10. 

fec ted. This year, there was no scam- old records. thilt the database records would 
per, not even a hurry, to register Under the o ld system, thi s . PLEA"': st·:E ORACLE ON 1',' (; 1': 3 

"Geologists are pretty much limit enrollment in the course. 
forBi 10, althoughthisciasscan limit informati on for eac h 

the high priests of the earth," he 
only support 48 student s. The course was transferred tynn to 

quipped , "and this" (he showed 
reason was that on the course term and year to year as neces­

a picture of a co llapsed bridge sched ules, the course was not sary, said Dr. Judith Goodstein , 
on a nice even fault line) "is the 

des ignated limited enrollment, Reg istrar, and thi s le ft th e 
hazard of not talking to the high 

and 63 stue/ents signed lip for the registrar 's office only assign-
pri~t. " f ' course. The main cause of thi s ment 0 IIlstmctors, times, and 

lJi s po in t was s imply that overenrollment was no offi ce or locations. 
modern tec hnology, and even department, but rather an unror- When the new sys tem was 
modern knowledge about fault tunate consequence of work ing brought on-line, no one was 

P LEASE st·] ·: EARTHQUAKE ON with unfamiliar systems. aware Ihat the records of limits 
PAG I.: 3 Th . ' t·,-- . Id t . II t e reglstrnr so Ice, In accor- wou no automillica y rans-
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Caltech 
profprobes 
playwright 
identity 

BY TI ,:c ll STA!'!' 

"The A uth orsh i p Ques t ion: 
Will th e Real William 
Shilkespeare Please Stand Up?" 
will be ex pl ored by Ca ltech pro­
fessor of literature Dr. .Jenijoy 
Labcll e at thc Uni vcrsit y Club 
of Pasadena's Thursday Cultural 
Ruffet on April 20. 

Since thc late 18th century, Dr. 
LaBell e notes, an astoundin g 
asso rtment of theorists have 
doubted that the plays trad ition­
all y attributed to Shakespeare 
were ac tua ll y written by him . 
"The story of these atteillpts to 
asc ribe the Shakespeare canon 
to other writers is a fasc inating 
chapter in the hi story of taste and 
scholarshi p," she says. A selec­
t ion of t he mOst notablc attcmpts 
to di scredit the Bard will be re­
viewed and the ir strengths and 
wcak ncsscs a na lyzcd. Dr. 
LaBelle's rev iew should firml y 
establish whether critics can suc­
cess full y deth rone Shakcspea re 
as t hc t ruc writcr of "Romeo and 
.Jul iet" and "Hamlet," or if their 
cffort s MC " Much Ado About 
Nothin g." 

Dr. LaBelle joined the facu lty 
of the Cal ifornia In stitute of 
Tcchn ology in 1969 as the first 
woma n hi red at the In stitute on 
the professoria l level. She hilS 
wr itt e n l~x t e n s iv e l y on 
Shakespeare, 17th Ct::n tury writ­
ers and t he poetry and a rt of 
Wil liam Blakt:: . I-kr books in­
c lu dc "He rsc lf Behe ld" and 
"Th e Ec hoing Wood o f 
Thcodorc Rocthke." 

Thc Thursday Even in g C ul ­
tural Burret is opcn to the pub­
lic, at the Uni vcrsi ty Club of 
Pasadena, 175 N. Oakland Ave .. 
Pasadena, CA . Adm ission fo r 
the Dr. LaBell e's presentat ion 
on ly is $ 1 0, the presentation and 
the foll ow ing buffet dinner are 
$25. Rescrviltions are required 
and may be made by ca llin g 
626-793-5257. 

Car problems? Complete 
foreign and domesti c: auto 
rep;lir -- In scrvicefor over 29 
years. (Engine repairs, 
tune-ups, old change, brakes, 
b;mcries, etc.) 

liranl Aura Service 
1477 E. Washington Blvd. 

Pasadena CA 91 104 
Call for Appo in tment 

(626) 798-4064 
((,26) 79 1- 1993 

Letters & News 
-- ---- - ---

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

It's unfair to sweep the broken glass under the rug 
By Rohert Enright 

I alll outmged by somc of Dcan Rcvel's comments in his Dean's Corner on April 7, 2000. lle says 
th~t it is "i ndecd good to cxpose newcomcrs to all facets of li fe at Tech ," yet c laims that somc Houscs' 
web pages are " inappropriate" because they contain material that may be "downri ght repulsive and 
insulting to thc scnsibiliti cs of rnany," and shou ld be taken down. It scems tlwI he fcc ls that we should 
present an ideali zed representati on of Cal tech that has been c leansed of any poss ible information 
which prospecti ve'student s Illay find offcnsivc or unpleasant. There is a word for thi s: it is ca lled a 
" Iic". This is one of the things which has irritated me every Prefrosh Weekend I have experienced. 
Ncarl y everyone who comes in contact with th t:: prospecti ve student s glorifies and exaggt:: rates the 
wondcrs of coming to Ca ltech, and candy-coats or omits cverything unpleasa nt about attending here. 
The Houses' web pages contai n materi al whi ch is representat ive of the personalities and opinions of a 
number of their members. Should a prospec ti ve student dec ide to come here, there is a non-neg I igible 
chance that as a resu lt of rotation and roorn picks, the student will find hilll- or hersc lf in a house, or 
with a roommate, who offends or repul ses him or her. Such a student will not mt::s h well soc ially here, 
and will be unhappy, as might the current students who have to deal with them as well. r be lieve it is 
unfair to sweep the broken glass uncler the rug, so to speak, only to have the prefrosh step on it later 

when thcy becomc students. Had 1 been honestly informcd about other unpleasant issues during Prcfrosh 
Weekend , and reali zedjust how much I would loathe man y of my days as a student here, I mi ght have 
reconsidered and been happier e lsewhere. 

I can howt::vt:: r, conct::de Dean Revt:: I' s commt:: nt that the school's point of vit::w should not bt:: con­
fu scd with the studt::nts' . However, all thi s rt::quires is a simpl t:: di sc laimer pointing out that housc web 
pagcs are not thc opini ons of thc Institute as il whole. 

Indeed, many inlernet sites which offer free web page host ing spec ifically warn vit::we rs that some of 
their hosted content may be fou nd offensive or inappropriate. 

RETIREMENT INSURANCE MUTUAL fUNDS TRUST SERVICES TUITION FINANCING 

While TIAA-CREF 
invests for the long term, 
it's ni[e to see performan[e 
like this today. 

T IAA ~( REF rleliver s impreSS ive resul ts like th ese by 

combining two dIsciplined Investment strateg ies. 

In ou r eqlJity accounts, for eXJrl1ple, we combine 

active man agement wtth e nh anced indexing. With 

two strc3tegies, w e helve two WdYS t o seek out 

performance opportunrties help ing to make your 

investments work twi ce dS hard. 

EXPENSE RATtO Combine thi s with our low 

CRlf GLOBAL INDUIlRY expemes and you'll see 

EQUITIES AVlRAGl 
how TIAA-( REF stands aparr 

0.37'1 1.92"3 
from the competition. 

Checkout 
other aCCOunt 
perfIJrmance 
On the Wiib 

[REF GLOBAL EQUITIES A[[T. 1 

36.05% 22.02'1' 18.75% 
1 YI;AH 5 Y~AHS SINCE INCEPTION 

AS Of 1213 1/99 A, Of 1 ]/] 1 19~ )/1/92 

With over $250 billion in asset s, we're the world 's 

largest retirement company and the leading choice 

on America's campuses. I( tha t sounds good to 

you, consider thi s number 1 800·842·2776. Call and 

find out how TIAA-C REF ca n work (or you today 

and tomorrow. 

1 800842-2776 

www.tiaa-cref.org 
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Please send submi s­
sions for lett t:: rs to the 

ed it or to 

The Ca lifornia Tech 
Ca ltec h 40-58 

Pasadena, CA 9 11 25 

or by clcctronic mail to 

('(Iilor.I·@I('(:17.( ·olledl. edu. 

Deadline for subrni s­
sions is Wednesday at .'i 

p.m. on the week or 
publicat ion. 

The editors reserve the 
right to edit or refuse to 
print any letter for allY 

rcasoll. 

Roger Enright is 

Cll r rently It senior at 

Callerh 

Callee" 40-58, Pasadena, CA 91125 
edi toria l desk: (G2G) 395-6153 
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EARTHQUAKE: 
CON'I'INIJEO FROM PAGE 1 

lines, is only useful if that infor­
mation and technology is taken 
to heart by the individuals who 
decide where people will actu­
ally live. 

Why don't people take the nec­
essary precautions when build­
ing? 

The prob le m, accord ing to 
Sieh, is that "the Ealih 's metabo­
lism is much less than ours." 
Even along active fault lines, 
orten many hundreds of years 
pass between major ea rth­
quakes. 

After the devastating pictures 
of Taiwan, Sieh showed pictures 
of people rebuilding the ir busi­
nesses and lives ... right back on 
the fault line. 

"People were actually trying to 
dig the fault away to fool the ge-

ORACLE: 

was able to reduce the class size 
to 48 and accomillodate the stu­
dent s for whom the course was 
a requirement. 

When ;lsked about the various 
sc hedul e con fI icts that were 
present in the some students' 
schedule, Gloria Brewster, who 
works at the registrar's offi ce 
sa id thaI because of the bugs in 
the software and unfamiliarity of 

ologists," he related. Later he 
told one success story about how 
San Bernardino Valley College 
had gone to great effort to re­
structure their campus to avoid 
the fault line it was lying on. 

This second example is what 
Sieh would like to see in the 
t.hird millennium. "You don't 
build on deltas," he said as he 
showed up Turkish hotels now 
su bmerged in water, "you put a 
golf course there, or maybe a 
parkway, or someone you don't 
like. " 

Sieh ended with a picture of a 
Chinese city at risk from land­
sl ides, earthquakes, slumping, 
and several other natural disas­
ters. "Before you get invo lved, 
please get advice from your ge­
ologist ," he gestured to the s lide, 
"and iF you pay him, he' ll tell 
you how to avoid all those 
things." 

the staff with the new system, 
the registrar's offi ce was pressed 
for time to meet the deadline so 
that students would have sched­
ules by th e tim e nex t term 
started. 

To meet the deadline, conflict 
checking of the schedules was 
overridden, in order to speedup 
the process, and thus some con­
nict s were not caught. 

However, the system is into 
third term and is expected to 
pe rform much better nex t term. 

News 
PREFROSH: 
CONTINUED ' "ROM PAr-F.l 

One curiosity is that only 25% 
of the people in the accepted 
pool are"from California com­
pared with the low 30% in pre­
vious years. 

Liebau indicated that increases 
ex is t in several of the areas 
where Admi ss ions keeps 
records. 

For instance, there was an in­
crease in the number of appli­
cants who were actively en­
gaged in math, science, and/or 
eng ineerin g activities in th e 
form of sc ience programs, re­
search projects, etc. 

More women applied, which 
Liebau atlributes to the encour­
agement of women to go into 
sc ie nc e related fie lds du ri ng 
the ir junior high and high school 
years. 

Preparation for Prefrosh 
Weekend was aided by represen­
tatives from all undergrad uate 
houses, who co mpri se d the 
Prel'rosh Planning Committee . 
The group has heen planning for 
the event since January. 

In closing, Liebau said that 
"Prefrosh Weekend is planned to 
be your adventure at Ca ltech to 
he lp you make the best college 
decision." 

Events for Prefrosh Weekend 
run all through thi s weekend 
until Sunday morning. 

Conrad's serves good 

food in friendly manner 
BY DANA SAIlAVA AND 

TASHA V ANESIAN 

Conrad's is somewhat of 
an upscal e Denny 's with 
moderately good food and 
inexpensive prives. 

Dress cas ual hut th e 
elientel range from shabby 
to suave (a la the semi-fancy 
lounge in the back ). Expect 

mix and match toppings and side 
dishes. Breakfast is served all 
day. We sampled their yummy 
c heese bl intzes and had them 

Location: 86 1 East Walnut Street 
Pasadena 

Phone: (626) 577-7603 
Price range: $6-15 

to see lots of Techers there . ..... -------------... 
Service is prompt and friendly. 

If you get there around eight, 
you ' ll practically have t he res­
taurant to yourself. 

As for food, the salad s arc ad­
equate and fresh. They' ll let you 

lathered in strawberries. Their 
meatloaf was excellen t. but thei r 
vege tables are unin spired. 

Conrad's had Illany daily spe­
cials. We recomillend it as a nice 
break from TFM. 

WantA 
Challenge? 

OFFICER TRAINING SCHOOL 

Start your career off on the nght foot I)y enrollinq In tile AI! rOlce 
Officer Training SchOOl There you will become a commlsSlolleo 
officer 1/) JUSI 12 week~ From the , tart YOti11 enloy greil t PilY 
complete medical ano dental ca re. :J() dRYS of vaca llOIl each yea r. 

AIM HIGH 
plus l l)e opportu rllty to travel ami 
~;ee the world To cfl"cover how hlqh 

AIR ~ 
d ca reer In th fl Air Force Cdrl take - --ICRCE~ you. CA li 1-800 423 USAF. or VIS it 

www.airlorce.com OlH web~) ltc Jt www aHforcp. .CO l ll 
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Inner-AS CIT 
th ese things, in 
heart ifnot in mind, 
but don' t for one 
second think it 
more ak in to "Ca li ­
fornia Dreaming" 
than "Hote l Ca li­
fornia." Reme m­
her, " th is cou ld he 
hea ve n or th i s 
cou ld be hell." 

WHERE ARE YOU GOING? I'm no t say in g 
Cal tech is a terrible 
place. nor al11 I say­

ing that some of the things you 
wi II lea rn duri ng Prcfrosh Week­
end aren' t true or useful for de­
ciding where to go to co ll ege. 
What I alll say i ng is th at yo u 
should not be lieve everything you 
sec or hear at every ellllcge you 
visit , Ca ltec h included. Caltech 
docs a part ieu larl y good joh of 
making its Prel'rosh Weekend en­
joyable for visitors. Part of the 
reason is that the ad mini stration 
orga ni/.es fun events and run s 
tbings very smoothl y. The stu­
dents also get very involved, free 
up time, throw parties, and enter­
tain thei r guests. Usually it 's a 
good ti me for al l. 

BY JASON MELTZER 

Welcome, Prefrosh , to sunny 
Los Angeles I The land of heaehes, 
Holl ywood. cel l phones, cool 
cars, freeways, ilnd (as a comic at 
the Im prov pointed out) home to 
tlte demographic or peopIc so lely 
responsihle for the phnlse "what­
~I'c r, dude l" Yes, here you can sec 
many unu sual thin gs. Where else 
can you happen aeross the sc ts of 
tlm;c; dirferen t rnovic;s in one day') 
Where else ca n you sun yourself 
for mos t o f the year beneath 
love ly re ddi sh-h row n skies? 
Where else can you be nearly run 
over hy hordes of SUVs on each 
of the eig ht different hi ghways 
you need to take to reach your 
destinati on? And where else can 
you dri ve down one st reet and see 
hoth opu lent mansions filled with 
movi e stars and homeless trans­
vestite prostitutes selling them­
selves for crack? L.A's the place, 
and you' re in it. 

.lust pe rverse enough -though 
a bit out of place in its surround­
ing urhan sprawl - is Caltech. 
Caltcch is an oasis, a shelter in the 
midst of the storm. A hnppy place 
where everyone is smart, cvery­
one is honest, everyone cares, and 
everyone loves puppies. Prefrosh 
Weekend may make you helieve 

A good time for all . however, is 
not a very accurate description of 
undergradu ate life at Caltech in 
genera l. Keep in mind , we are not 
mi serable creatures laboring end­
less ly under the burden of our 
workload (not 1110st of us , any­
way), but undergraduate life here 
can be ca lled sedated at best, he ll ­
ish at worst. First off, as you prob­
ahly know, students here work 
hard. Harder than students at any 
other univers ity, And not on ly is 
there a large amount of work, but 
it 's di ITieult. No, it 's damn hard. 
Thi s is no plaee for those with 

poor stamina and small brains. It 's 
also not a place for those without 
some gen uine interes t in under­
standing how the world works. 
Without that, it's just not worth 
the effort. If you're here just be­
cause the In stitutt: is number one 
in the rank ings this year, leave 
now. You won ' t regret it. 

Even if you arc smart enough, 
ahle enough, and dri ven enough, 
i I' you come here, you wi II work 
and work hard. You may also, like 
many, feel a weight lined from 
ahove your head ,IS your ego rap­
idl y de nates. One of the more 
cO lllm on problems Teehers de­
ve lop soon aner arrivi ng is an in­
feriority eOlTlp lex. Many think 
that they arc stupid , that the ad­
missions commillee made a mis­
take, that they wi II never he able 
to cu t it here on grades (as op­
posed to not bei ng ahle to cut it 
here on pass/fai I). Some of them 
are right , and they leave, either ou t 
of choice or out of necess ity. But 
lTl os t students remain , an d do 
quite well , with vary ing degrees 
of work. 

Then there's the social life. Thi s 
is an oft complained about aspec t 
or undergradu ate Ii fe (especia lly 
by me in thi s semi-regul ar col­
umn). Strangely, (think that other 
members of the Cal tech commu­
nity have a worse opinion of it 
than most undergrads themselves. 
For example, I was once in a situ­
ation where a graduate student ac­
lUally compared it to The Lord of 
fhe Flies (which brought about 
my reply: " it 's rea lly not th at 
bad"). To a minor degree, this is 
not a terrible analogy. It holds in 
that we have vast amounts of frce­
dom at Cal tech that most other 
college students don' t enjoy. Thi s 

is ollsc t hy the fac t th at we spend 
more time concentrating on our 
studi es than most other co llege 
students. Overall , we do nOi ahuse 
our freedoms (w hi ch is where 
Th e l.ord (~f 1he Flies analogy 
breaks down), hut at the sa me 
timc thc socia l fahrie of under­
gradua te life is sOlllewhat bland . 
There are parties eve ry once in a 
while, and people certa inl y have 
fri ends. but lots of time is spent 
working, most or the rest s leep­
ing, and what lillie there is to spare 
gocs to social in terac tion. COI11-
pound thi s with the general inep ti ­
tude of many Tcche rs in social 
situati ons and you have one pretty 
dull soeiallirc. 

( ,et's not forget ahout the rat ill, 
e ither. The male to fema le ratio. 
that is. It 's getting beller, but it 's 
still prelty bad (c lose to 2: I). 1 
would go so fa r as to say that the 
ratio is the underlying cause or 
most of the prohlems in the un­
dergraduate social life at Ca ltcch. 
It seems to add a fundamental ten­
sion that makes the social setting 
far worse. Many Prefrosh don' t 
think about it. Do think aboul it. 

This weekend you will see many 
things that , i I' you allend Caltech, 
you will not see aga in until nex t 
Prefrosh Weekend. Take the Inter­
nation al Day. Thi s is not a com-
1110n even t. In fact, it onl y happens 
during Prefrosh Weekend. There 
arc also lots of parties; the den­
sity of parties is way hi gher this 
weekend than any other time dur­
ing the year. In ract, we may have 
as many parties thi s one weekend 
as we have over the rest of an en­
tire academic year. The call1ival 
is a great touch th is year. Tt 's new. 
ASCIT used to put on a party for 
the end o f Prefrosh Weekend . 

udget 
Rudget for fisca l Year 2000·2(X) t 

Income 
ASCIT Dues 
ASCIT Van (Sa le) 

51000 
5000 

Surplus (from previous years) 45000 
Tota llneomc 101000 

Expenditures 
Publications 

Tech Subscriptions 
TOlem Publishing 
UROH Publi shing 
TOlal 

Satary 
Totem Staff 
CLUE Staff 
Bookkeeping 
Total 

Operati ons 

5100 
ROO 
200 
6100 

200 
500 
4500 
5200 

Copies/Electi on 400 
ASCIT Movies: Tradil ional :l()OO 

DVD Li bi'ary 4000! 
l eachi ng Awards 500 
Teaching Awa rds Banquet sOO 
Jam roo m 600 
ASCIT Donuls 1600 

Alhletics I non 
BoC 2200 

A\{C 
IHC 

tOO 
100 

Co-sponsoring of CamplIs Evenls ROO 
Budget Meeling Suppties tOO 
ASCIT BoD 300 
Outslanding Dehl Allotmenl ~ OOO' 

TOlal t8200 

That, at least, was a very truthful 
depiction of an aspect of Caltcch 
life: it was a fa irl y representa ti ve 
party. [n other words, it sucked. 
The car ni va l should be mu ch 
more fun , but don' t expcct to sec 
it aga in fo r another twelve 
month s I Finall y there are a ll the 
people about. Thcy' re (Jut , willing 
to talk 10 you, friendly, cheery. not 
doing work. It' s not usuall y like 
thi s. Typically the peopl e here are 
ni ce (nicer than at other schools 
I'vc vis ited. anyw:ly). but it' s not 
the same. It 's not a had atmo­
sphere, but it's no Magic King­
dOIll. 

Al l of Ihi s sou nd s ve ry had , hut 
I' m not here to tcll you ahout the 
nice happy sideofCa lt ee h. You ' ll 
see plcnty of that thi s weekend as 
it is. I'm the cynic; the guy who'll 
point out thc thlll'ns on the rose. 
So don ' t take thi s as the whole 
picture, but do keep it in mind. 
And think aho ut thi s, as we ll : 
knowing that any sc hoo l's 
Prerrush Weckend (or whatt:ver 
theirs is ca ll ed) is a show-oil 
event, cOlllpare Caltech's 10 other 
sc hoo ls'. When I visited ot her 
colleges, T was very unirnpresseu. 
Most of the people were either 
mean or indifrcrcnt. Tn specific, I 
recall at Carnegie Mellon Illost 
unde rgrads say in g thin gs like 
"This school is okay, but T really 
wanted 10 go to Corne lL" Nobody 
ever sa id th at . a t Ca l tech; the 
people wcre ni ce. the place clean 
and pretty, and the weekend fun. 
So even if it is a show, it's a good 
show. That should count for some­
thing, right? 

- Jason Meltzer is a junior and 
writer of th e semi -regular Tech 
column [nnerspace. 

Special Projects 
ASCIT Website Design 3000 
Screening Hliom 7000 1 

TOlal t 0000 

Special [vellls 
Semana Latina 
Pranks 
Total 

Social Events 
Beach Trip (3rd Term) 
Conce rt ( I sl Term) 
Late-N ight Donuts 
Formal 

900 
500 
t400 

1000 
500 
2000 
5000 

Mullihouse Evelll Sponsorship 4200 
Interhouse Memorial Fund 1400 
Prefrosh Party (Carnival) tOOO 
Rolalion Party 700 
" "EO" Event" 300 
TBA 1000 
'Ihtal 171 00 

Clubs (more inforJnalion on wchpage) 
Allocaled Funds 7766 
Future Allocation \0 Clubs 727 
Quiz Bowt Nationats 507 
'n",I" I 9000 

TOlals 
Expenses aga inst Dues +ASCrr Van 

56000 
Expenses aga ins t Su rplus 

ASCIT Endowmenl 
TOlal Expend il ures 

11 000 
34000 
10 tOOO 

! . Expenses againsl Surptus 
AIllOlIll I. Outstanding Debl All olmenl 

:1000 
ASOT Movies: DVD I.ibrary 

1000 
Screening Room 7000 
TOlal t t 000 

Please refer to the ASC IT \V~bP:lgC (hllp:!! 

WWW. il s .ca l! ~(.h.cdu/-asc il ) fo r I1I()rc detail. 



(or do you know someone who does?) 

HELP WANTED 

Un iversityA nSe!s.com is seekins 

mot ivated peopleJor on-campus 

representat ives andfull-Ume posi-

t ions. Visit (fni versityAnE/els.co 1l1 

jar complete j ob descriptions 

and details. 

BUSINESS PLAN CONTEST 

Uni versityAnsels.com presents 

the First Annual international 

$50,000 Business Plan Contest. 

Visit UniversityAnsels. com Jor 

details about the competit ion. 

If;) ?OOO Llni\'cr sit y Angc ls,(",()[l) 

University Angels.com™ is an on-line 

angel investor network bringing together 

investors and entrepreneurs from the 

REG ISTR ATI ON 

IS FAST , country's top universities. 

EASY AND 

CONFIDENTIAL 
Now it's easy to tap into your 

alumni community for capital, advice 

or whatever you need to get your new 

company off the ground. 

TM 

.com 
'-----------Angellnvesting oj the High est Denree 
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Comics 
DILBERT® by Scott Adams FoxTrot by Bill Amend 

REMEMBER THE 
TIME YOU WENT 
&KYDIVING? 

E 
o 

~ 
,1! 
'C 

YOU WILL . I'M 
PLANTI N G FAL&E 
MEMORIES IN 

IF YOU GET AN 
EXTRA WEEK FOR 
EVERY TEN YEARS 
OF SERVICE ... 

~--~~~~~~~~-=~~ 
CATBUl.. T " (.VIl H.R. DIRtCTOR 

IT 
WON'T 
WORK. 

BUT YOU 
BELIEVE 
YOU WENT 
TO COLLEGE, 
RIGHT? 

~ 

LUCKIL Y, I LANDED 
ON A TRAMPOLINE 
AND BOUNCED BACK 

INTO THE 
PLANE. 

CUSTOMER-S? 

-:] ..
................. ' ... . 

"""" "","'" 

>-.~- -- ~/ 
---

'1 l -r/_ ********** .. ,h, ,,,,,., , '" ,;!n" ..aemm e L neatres ( )= Bargain shows 

pLAYH~busE1 'A~ADI-.N .\ 0/ 
673 E. Colorado Blvd. 

(626) 844-6500 

Pasadena's only 
stadium seating theatre 

jimjf1rmllJrhJ 
CllonDo(: 
Dlfi(y 1J1:.JOj 2: /0 1:50 7:.1 0 JO:I() 

5wdry '/i,a;j 
JOE G OULD'S SWIfT 
nll/ly /1 J:JOj 2:054:107:1.5 9:50 

p,.drn AlmodO/lllrS 
ALL AtII)l'T My M l)l'I!1;M 

Daily /12:30} 3:00 5:30 8:00 10:20 

2 Amd"'ny I IWllld Nomiflilliof/i 
Boy's D ON'T CRY 

n/li1y /1130} 2; 10 4:50 7;:W 10;05 

H Amdf"m} AlIlllrd Nominlltillnl 
AMtRI('Al'~ Ih"'liTY 

J),ti/y (1:35/ 4:25 7:15 .9:55 

HIIIIN,.lImll/1/ 
WlllRl! Tit" M ONf.r Is 
Dflify /12:0()12:2.51:5() 7:1.5 .9:40 

PlE.o.SE 
ENTER 
PASS­

WORD. 

7 

SINcE 
WHEN Do 
I NEED" 

PASSWoRD?! 

I 

... 
I I 

SUT 1'oDA Y IS T~E FRESH­
MAN CLASS PHoTo! I .-iAVE 
To wEAR THIS BLOUSE! 
I'VE SEEN Pl"NNIN(; 
T'ri'S oo'T!flT -'ll "fE"~! 
'rou'VE RUINED 
My LIFE NOW, PAIGE. 
MoTHER! ARE YOU CAN 
YoV I-4A.PPY?! ALWAYS 
\,~ IRON IT 
~'1\'':'!:;J YOU~5[lF. 

\. 

595 II 
I '. . . . .:: 

I All YOII Can. Eat ', I I , '; ~ saL & Sun. I L ______ ~ __ ~ L _________ ~ WINTtR SUJ:r[RS 

nllily 11:f(J} 1:05 7:()() 9:55 

COLORADO 
2588 E. Colorado Blvd. 

(626) 796-9704 

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS! 
Students eam $375/$575 weekly processing/as,embling medi­
cal J.D . carels rrom your home. Experience unnecessary ... wc 
train you' Call MceliCarell-541-386-5290, ext. 300. 

TAKE 

'YET oNE OBVloUSt. V, 
MoRE CHoRE yOU oNL·Y 

HOM'Ll LOOk' UlCl 
NEVER AS~ you DON'T 
ME To Do ~NOW WHAT 

"GAIN. YoU'RE DOl'!'!. 

\ A ' 

ALL AII[ 

"J,tI\'t"(~ 
To LI .... [, 

aVT 'UST 
·M~El,(. 

~ ~ 
e.rtaut O 

* * Award Winner * * 

OPEN 7 DAYS 

Tel: 449-8018 
2475 E. Colorado ' I'asmi<;na 

I oclw",:nSierra Marl", Blvd. & Alladcna 
Free Parking In Rear 
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The Dean of Students 
Dean's Corner 
Welcome to Caltech 

the pro­
liferation of mela­

noma cancer ce lls) pub­
lished in the Proceed ings of the 
National Academy of Science. 

To the pOlential members of 
the Class of 2004 

Well , well, here you are, may­
be-Illembers of the Caltech class 
of 2004! Let me greet you from 
the Dean's Corner. the spot I 
occupy right here. each week! 
Welcome alii We have tried to 
arrange a pleasant visit to our 
beautiful ca mpus, but we have 
trouble predicting the weal her, 
ic t a lone co ntrollin g it. The 
chances of a clear day are pretty 
good, however, in spite of what 
you mi ghl have heard . They 
don '( make smog the way they 
used to anymore. As a result , a 
great view of' the mountains (the 
San Gabriels) ca n be had from 
campus. For a breathtaking sighl 
go to the 9th tloor of Millikan 
li brary. You can sec from JPL to 
Mt Wil son and if you hold your 
head just so. all the way to Mt 
Baldy. still covered with snow ... 
and if the view is not as well 
adverti sed, at least you' ll have 
seen the in side of one of the li ­
braries. 

You ha ve read our literalllre 
and know that we arc small and 
that we pride ourselves in the 
advi1nlages that state confers. 
You also know how excellent we 
ilre or you would not be here to­
day. You have read about oLi r 
rat ios. the good and the bad: the 
3: I stue/ent to faculty ratio and 
TlIH ratio, which is slowly ap­
proaching SO%. If all of you 
co me. in th e propo rti ons in 
which you have applied. THE 

by .lean· Paul Revel 

rati o wi ll 
be 37%! You have 

read aboul our 3 Craaford 
Prizes. and 28 Nobels (the last 
one, just last fall , was Ahmed 
Zewail , the Linus Pauling Pro­
fessor of Chemical Physics and 
Professor of Physics), and how 
ma ny of our professors are 
members of a National Acad­
emy. But what docs that mean 
to you? A top researcher docs not 
necessarily make a good teacher, 
although a lot of fh e professors 
arc both. What 's important about 
lop professors is that they can be 
role models, Ihat you can ac­
quire attitudes and outlooks 
from them which will serve you 
well in your own careers. It also 
mean s that other bright and 
imaginative people like you will 
be attracted to the professor and 
this enlourage will contribute to 
Ihe exc iting atmosphere. So we 
hope that you' ll find at Caltech 
a great environment in which to 
acquire the foundation on which 
you arc going to build for the res t 
of your life. 

You' ll have great oppoltunilies 
for try in g your wings at re­
~ea rch , real work in a real lab. 
Speak about it with anyone of 
your hos ts on ca mpu s. Next 
summer there will be more than 
300 SURFers, and SURFs arc by 
no mea ns the only way to do re­
search. Some of you will even 
gel to contribute sufficientl y to 
have yOllr name on publi shed 
papers . .lust ask Hugh HeiTner, 
one o f' Inst yea r's frosh . He 
worked in Dr. Patterson 's lab, 
and saw the work he helped with 
(devis ing a means of inhibiting 

Planning Trips for Generations X. Y. a nd Z . 

london ..... $462 

Pa .. is ...... $504 

Mad .. id ..... $648 

Rome ...... $685 

Amste .. dam .. $614 

,..-..$. 

AI"n ....... '~' l ... 'oOI"<:~~ • • 1 
~. , .. ,...-rtn .. ",~ ,I.j U:il " n ' 7~,(1 

323 934-8722 
7202 Melrose Ave. 

lifr1TRAVELI 
WE'VE BEEN THERE. 

I know. I know. all of that is 
greil t. .. but the people that you 
will be in contact most will not 
be professors or even grad stu­
dent s, but your peers , the olher 
frosh and the frosh of last year, 
and those of 2 and 3 years ago. 
They will be your cohort, and so 
you need to ask if interaction 
with them will help you to learn, 
10 grow and 10 mature. How 
good arc the interactions? I can't 
do better than to quote a letter 
from an ex-student , who left 
Caltech because at the end of his 
frosh year, he decided Ihat he did 
not want to be it scienti st after 
all. After be ing away for (j 

months he wrote back (I quote 
him with hi s permission but I 
ha ve chan ged the nilmes and 
some detail s, lesl the uni versi­
ties he describes take umbrage): 
"Phillip here. Phillip Srnith. The 
one with the big ears. Yeah, that 
one. In any case, I dec ided to e­
mail you all en masse with a few 
pearl s of wi sdom J have gar­
nered from my days over here 
at the Big, Lame, Boring School, 
e r, I mea n, UXXX. You see, 
hardly a day passes without my 
reflecting upon my shorl time at 
Ca ltec h. reca lling a flurry of 
memories from which I derive 

much warmth and happiness. 
These thoughts naturally leads 
[sic] me to think about where I 
am now and compare. The re­
sult of my inquiries: You arc all 
the luckiest bastards on the face 
of the planet. Granted, I only go 
to sc hoo l 3 days a week. 
Granted , I do about as much 
homework in one week as you 
all do on any given day after 
I :00 in the morning. Granted, I 
haven't seen a problem set since 
I left y'al!. I say unto you , I hn ve 
never known a greater group of 
people than those I knew at X YZ 
Hovse I D elll!:1" COII/mellt: They 
(Ire nil g rem hO/l ses! j , and I miss 
yO \1 all like members of my own 
family. The nex l time you' re 
working non-slOp through the 
night to get that Inid-tenn fin ­
ished, just rememher these few 
words of min e . You are th e 
luckiesl bastards on the face of 
the planet to h<lve each other as 
you do. I speak from ex perience; 
it is far betler to be laden with 
work bUI in good company than 
to have a life of Icisure with none 
to inspire you to greatness." 

So there you have it. Ca ltech 
is hard , very hard and all worth 
it. You can succeed here if you 
follow some simplc mles. The 
secret is: work, be organized, 
and don't Ict yourself be di s­
trac ted from what you are here 
for. And whnt you are here for 
is to study and learn. If it is in a 
congenial environment, so much 
the better, but what counts in the 
end is work , a steady 4 year long 
pull . So if you have a chance to 

do anything at all before com-

t'" 
tim,to 9 •• io 
wor .. 

ing here, and of course you' ll all 
be coming. please take the time 
to learn HOW to study. Many of 
YOll have been able to coast up 
to now. Well , that com fortable 
period is over if you come. and 
whatever skills you ca n acqu ire 
to help you organize yourselves 
will be rea ll y import ant. So 
come here and ex perience life 
under the Callech Honor Code. 
I know that many of you wi" be 
allracted by the benefits thaI are 
afforded by ha ving such a sys­
tem. It is indeed wonderful to 
have the trust and confidence of 
the faeu fl y and of your peers. To 
be tru sted to take your exams 
home. To be believed implicitl y. 
But don't for a minute however 
imagine th at thi s comes without 
responsibi lilies. Each yea r there 
are people who fall short of the 
high expecta ti ons that our code 
implies. Many of these failures 
are due to a lack of apprec iat ion 
of how difficult it truly is to up­
hold the code. The rewards onl y 
come in measure of the effort 
one makes to sustain the HOllor 
Code down to its smallest rami ­
fi cations. Enough sa id lo r now. 
I hope you have a great visit. and 
that we arc in your future . See 
you all soon. or as I say uSlIa lly 
say in ending my co luJlln . 

ii bientot! 

() " . r..~ 
, L ~ .' .... ·~I 

(Based Oil my co tumn from 4/ t 7/9H) 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CIT Guitar Classes for the 
spring term wi ll meet on Tuesdays 
in SAC Room I , s tar1ing on Apr. 4. 
Beginning, 4:30 - 5:30 p .m. Inter­
mediate, 3:00 - 4:00 p.m . Advanced 
5 :30 - 6:30 p.m. Classical and fla­
menco n;pertoires are explored , but 
techn iques transkr to other styles of 
guitar. The Beginning Class includes 
ajazz}loik chord system. Classes arc 
free to Ca lteeh students and o ther 
members of the Ca ltech communi ty 
(space permitting). Undergrads can 
receive 3 units of cred it. For more 
infor1llat ion, contact Darryl Denning 
at (323) 4('5 -08R I o r by email at 
ddellllillg@k allech.edu, or vis it. 
1\ 'WI v. ('(0. co Ilcch. edul-musicpgml 
guilor.lllllli 

Beginning Lindy Hup class, 7:30-
'):00 p.m . . [(\1' [(llrr successive Mon­
da ys starting Mon., Mar. 27 [taught 
by a profcss ional dance instrue torJ 
$24.00 except $ 16.00 to Ca ltech un­
dergraduatesJ and I3eginning A meli­
can Fox Trot , 7:30-9:00 p.m. lor live 
success i ve W ednedays s tart i ng 
Wed., Mar. 29lstuden t taught, nomi­
nal $ 1.OOl iesson except free to 
Ca lTech fres hmcn], both held in 
Winnett Lounge on the Ca ltech cam­
pus. No par1ner is required. Re lresh­
ments and dance practice time arc 
provided after each class. l'or last 
min ute cha n ges see 
\1~I~v. ils.callech.edul-hallroom or 
call Don (626) 791-3103. 

Due to recent vandalisJII, Cll'vc­
land Elementary School in Pasa­
dena is seek ing donations of books 
and equipment lor the school's li­
braly. Specilically, Ule school is in 
need of two overhead projectors and 
books appropriate for grades K-6 to 
replace those stolen or destroyed. 
Donations my be made directly to 
Cleveland Elementary School at 524 
Palisade Street, Pasadena, California, 
9 1103. For questions or tilrther in­
J(lI'In atio ll . please contact Principal 
Abel Quesada a t (,2(,-794-7169 or 
La ura Hiedebaeh in the office of 
Congressman James E. Rogan at 
62(,-577-3969. 

Ride yonI' bicycle to Cal tech? 
Reg iste r w ith Ca ltech's 
CYCI ,OCOMMUTFRS. Website: 
II II fI : Ilwww.its .caltech.edu l 
- cyc/ocom o r email: 
cVClocolII@call('cll .edll. Month Iy 
random drawing lo r a $30.00 gift 
certi licate to a loca l bike store and 
ti'ee tunc up and ex tras at the Com­
muter Fair Day, on May 19th! If you 
arc a di stance rider, log in your miles 
for an ex tnr ch311Ce to win add itiona l 
prizes every 6 monUls. 

Bc a part of the carthquake 
team. The U.S. Gco logica l Survey 
(on campus) is looking fora parttime 
intem I()!' ongoing monitoring and 
programming of an automatic, web­
based system for gat hering post­
earthquake shaking and damage data 
(sec hllp:llpasadena. wr.lIsgs.govl 
ciim. hill/f). Summer work a lso pos­
sible. More info thru Carrer Cen ter. 
Email wald@gps.caltech.edu. 

EVENTS 

T he Ca ltechl,JPL nying club 
(AACIT) will hold its Spring gen-

eralmcmbership meeting Wed. , Apr. 
19,7:30 p.m. at 269 Lauritsen. The 
!lying club has its own aircrafi. neet 
and offers aircraft rental, flight in­
stmction, group !lying trips and ca­
maraderie to aviation enthusiasts of 
all skilllcvcls. There will be a pre­
sentation by Greg Feith of the Na­
tiona l Transp0l1atioll Safety I30ard 
(NTSB). Anyone wi th an interest in 
aviation or who wan ts to learn to fl y 
or any pilot who is interested injoin­
ing the fl yi ng club is invited. for fi.. r­
ther informa tion, contac t Grcg 
Detweiler x 1697 a t Ca lteeh or Peter 
G luck 4-9425 at .11' 1.,. 

OASIS, The LA chapter of the 
National Space Society (NSS), wi ll 
hold a meeting a t the I3eekman In­
stitute room 11 5 from 3 - 6 p.m. on 
Sat., Apr. 15. The public is welcome 
to attend. For infOl1nation about the 
club sec our web site at www.nss.OIgl 
oasis. 

Ear thquake Preparedness 
Training wi ll be offered by the Pasa­
dena Fire Department through the 
Salety Onice. Tra ining wi ll be Ii'om 
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon in the I3axter 
Lecture Hall on Thu ., May 18th. 
Learn what to do beftlre, during, and 
aner an ear1hquake. TIle session is 
limited to the first 100 people who 
sign up. For reservations call Caprecc 
Anderson at x6727. 

The Battlefield Band wi ll perfOllll 
Celtic music on Sat., Apr. 15 , at g 
p.m. in Caltech's Beckman Audito­
rium. Inspired by their rich hcri tage 

of Celtic music, l3attlefield Band 
mi xes the old songs and nmes with 
new sel1~pcnned material. Tickets arc 
$25, $21 , and $17, youths 12 and un­
der receive $4 off. Rush tickets go n 
sale li)r $10, 30 minutes before per­
limn ance. For more inlimnation, call 
1-888-2CAL TECH. 

Dale Smith will narrate the Arm­
chair Adventures tmvel film Nepal­
in Ihe S'lJado\VojEveresl on Fri., Apr. 
14, a t g p.m. Smith journeys to 
Kathmandu where he witnesses re­
ligious ceremonies on U1C banks of 
the sacred Ragmati River. Tickets are 
$9 and $7. For more inlonnation, call 
I-RRR-2CA LTECII. 

Earth day celebration, Winnett 
Center, II :3 0 a.m. to 2 p .m., 
Ca l tech 's ninth annual celebra tion 
wi ll include booths featuring local 
environmental organizations, EV son 
display, music by folk musician 
Eleni Kelakos, and inexpensive food 
provided by the Ca ltech Vegetmian 
Club. Chandler Dining Hall will pro­
vide free Earth Day cake. Sponsored 
by Ca ltech Environme ntal Task 
Force and the Ca lt.ech Y. For inl()r­
mation , co ntact Ath ena Castro 
x(i 163. 

Eileen McGann will appear in 
concert on Sat., Apr. 22, at 8 p.m. in 
Dabney Lounge. This evening will 
fea ture equal portions o f traditional 
J rish ballads, and selt~[1enned songs, 
all sung in a rich, alto-soprano. Tick­
ets are $ 12 lor adults and $4 for chil­
dren under 12. Ca ltech students re­
ceive an $8 discount. For more in­
'urrnation, call 1-888-2CALTECH. 

Garry Krinsky will present a 
family program e ntitl ed Toying 
wilh Science on Sat., Apr. 29, at 2 
p.m. in 13eckman Auditorium . The 
program explores the scientific prin-

Mints 
ciples of gravi ty and leverage, simple 
machines, human imagina tion, and 
more. Tickets are $ 10 lor adulst and 
$5 for children. For more infot1na­
tion , call 1-888-2CAL TECH. 

SCHOLARSHIP 

Political Internship - The 
Heckmanlntemship will bc availab le 
for the slimmer of 2000. The intelll­
ship , supported by lfiends of Arnold 
Heckman, will pay a stipcnd of 
$4,000. It allows a selected intern to 
spend the sumlllerworking in the 01: 
lice ofa politician and to see the in­
side process of government. The in­
tern is expec ted to make arrange­
ments wi th the appropriate political 
persons. It is open to any undergradu­
ate who intends to be a Caltech stu­
dent next year. I I' interested, submit 
a briefproposal desetibing where ,md 
how you would use the stipend . to 
the Deans ' Office, 102 Parsons­
Gates, by Monday , Apri l 17,2000. 

The Collegiat .. I nvcntors Com­
petition, a program of the National 
Inventors I-Ia ll of l'ame, is hunding 
out money - big money- to coll ege 
inventors and their advisors. Each 
wi nning student - or studcnt team -
rece ives a $20,000 cash prize. Fac­
ulty advisors each receive a $ 10,000 
cash prize. The competition, open all 
full-time college stud('nts and judged 
by distinguished scientists and inven­
tors from across the country, awards 
up to six prizes each year. The dead­
line for applications is June I, 2000. 

In addition to cash pri zes, winners 
and their advisors will travel to the 
induction ceremony of the National 
Inventors Hall of Fame on Scptem­
ber 8-9, 2000. During U1C weekend, 
winners will be honored and have the 
chance to leam from the greatest sci­
entilic minds of our time who visit 
the Hall of Fame each year for the 
induction festivities. Applications are 
available at v.~1lW. il7venl.org/Colle­

giate. 

The Literature Faculty is pleased 
to anno unce the Annual Hallett 
Smith Competition, honoring Ole fin­
est essay devoted to Shakespeare. 
Only full-time, offteially registered 
undergraduates are e ligible to enter 
the competition . All submissions 
must be typed and double spaced, 
and should not exceed 4,000 words. 
The essay may be one prepared fill' a 
humanities class, or may be specifi­
cally W1itlen j()r U,is competition. No 
student C,Ul submit more than one es­
say. All contestants must submit 
their work to Professor Jenijoy 
LaBelle, Division of the Humanities 
and Social Sciences, 101 -40, no later 
than Aplil 2 1, 2000. TItis yem"s prize 
wi ll be approxinlately $300, though 
the judging committee may divide 
the award in the case of more than 
one outstanding submission. For 

more information , contact Prof. 
LaBelle, x3605 , or Barbara [strada , 
x3609. 

The ,Jewish Loan Association is 
offering interest-li'ee student loans 
to qualiticd individuals for tuition , 
books and suppli es, and living ex­
penses. App lican ts must have com­
pleted a minimum of one year of un­
dergraduate study and have a 2.5 
GP A or above . For li..rthcr infi)flna­
tion, please con tact U,C .lewish Free 
Loan Association at 213-761 -8830 
or 8 1 R-464-333 1. 

T he .JVS ,Jewish Community 
Scholarship Fund announces the 
availability of applications for the 
2000-0 1 academic year. The funds 
are intendcd to provide a limited 
amount of financia l aid lilr needy 
Jewish students who arc legal and 
pcrmanent residents of Los Ange­
les County. App lican ts must be fu ll­
time at an accred ited educat ional in­
stitution and have a 2.5 GPA or 
above. Recipients are also digible 
to apply for loans fi'om the Me ltzer 
Undergraduate Snldent Loan and the 
Hecker Grad uate Student Loan Fund 
of the Jewish l'ree Lmm Association. 
For further inftll'lnation you may 
contact: Jewish Vocational Service, 
5700 Wilshire I3oulevard , Suite 
#2303, Los Angcles , CA 90036, or 
phone 323-7(, 1-8888, ex tension 122 
or 132, o r V i a emai l a t 
jgllynol1(!Jjvsla.org. Entries mllst be 
submitted by April 15, 2000. 

The P.LA, T.O. Education Loan 

Program is offerin g students a 
chance to receive up to $ 10,000 in 
scholarship for collegc. Any student 
enrolled in an accredited two- for 
four-year college or university is eli­
gible to app ly. Scholarships are 
meri-b'l~ed and applicants mllst have 
a grade point average of 2.75 or 
higher (on a 4.0 scase). Winners will 
be chosen by Citizen's Scholarship 
Foundation of America (CSFA), an 
independent third party, and schol­
arships will be awarded August 
2000. All infi'omation and applica­
tion materi al can be accessed, 24 
hours a day, at wwwpllltoJng. Ap­
plications must be submittcd on line 
by April 30, 2000. 

The .John Gyles Education Fund 
is oi1ering scholarship awards up to 
$3,000 for the 2000-0 I academic 
year. Applicants must be Canadian 
or U.S. citizens, have a 2.7 GPA or 
above, and demonstrate linancia l 
need. Criteria other than strictly aca­
demic ability and !Inancial need are 
considered in the selection process. 
To request an applica tion, send se lf­
addressed, stamped envelope to : The 
John Gyles Education Fund, Attn: 
The Secretery, P.O. Box 4808, 7 12 
Riverside Dr. l'rcderiction, News 
Brunswick, Canada E3H 5G4. Fil­
ing dates for mailing documents in 
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2000 are April I, June I , and No­
vember 15. 

The Department of Defense hosts 
three student internship programs at 
the I ~awrence Liventlore Na ti onal 
Laboratory. These include Intern­
ships in Tcrascale Simulati on Tech­
nology (wwlv.llnl.govlslr/s lr. "11110 , 
Accel erated Stra teg ic Computing 
Initi ative (ASCI) Pipeline Program 
(www.llnl.gvl'lascilindn. hllllf) , and 
Graduate Interns in N uclear Weap­
ons (www.edllcalion.lllIl.govlgint). 
Ilousing and sa lary are at competi· 
tive rates. For more inlonnation, con· 
tact Harry Goldman, 925-422-5 177, 
o r goldlllolll @IIIl/.gov. 

Information and applkatiom for 
2000 Summer Work-Study are 
avai lable in the Financial Aid Onice. 
If yo u are in teres ted in Summer 
Word-Study, please submit the re· 
quired app lica tion as soon as pos­
sib le, but no lat er than ,June I, 
2000, I I' awarcd , work-sn.dy fillld­
ing w ill begin July 5, 2000. 

The last date to ,. e(llI(~st any 
change to your 19')9-2000 Financial 
Aid Awarcl is Monday, May 1,2000. 
Requcsts li)r 1999-2000 made alief 

May 1, 2000 will not be considered. 
Please contact the l'inancia l Aid Of~ 
lice at x62RO if your have any ques­
tions . 

Each year, the Faculty Commit· 
tee on Scholarships and Financial 
Aid grants a number of Upper Class 
Merit A wards to the most academi· 
ca ll y -ta len ted of the In stitute's 
Sophomores, Juniors, and, occasion· 
ally, Freshmen. Upper Class Merit 
Awards are based on outstanding 
scholastic achievemcnt as demon­
stra ted by exceptional performance 
in fo nnal classes and/or in indepen· 
dent research, and no t on linancial 
aid. Last year, the committec recom· 
mended a total of 46 Upper Class 
Merit Awards. Awards ranged li'om 
$6,425 to full-tuiti on, $ 19,260. The 
number and caliber of the applicants 
deter1lline the level of awards in any 
year. Applicat.ions are avi lablc in the 
FinancialAid Otlice at 5 15 S. Wil­
so n o r onli ne at 
wwwJinaid.callech.edu. Elec tronic 
submissions wi ll not be accepted. 
The deadline for submit1ing com· 
pleted paper applications to the fi­
nancia l aid office is 5 p.m., Apr. 21, 
2000. No exceptions will be made 
to this deadline. 

To submit an event filr the Mints, 
contact lecll@ugcs.callech.edll or 
mail your announcemcnt to Ca ltech 
40-58 A ttn : Mints. Submiss ions 
should be brief and concise. Email 
is prefen·cd. The ed itors reserve the 
right to ed it and abridge a ll mate­
rial. Deadline is noon Wednesday. 
Unless speci fied , a ll mints will run 
[ilr two weeks . 


