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[HC APPOINTS
CRC MEMBERS
AND CO-CHAIR

Baltimore receives Medal of Science
Clinton awards highest honor to Caltech President

BY JOE FASSLER

BY Jonn On

The Conduct Review Commit-
tee, which until last week existed
only in the form of new policy,
now has a student co-Chair and
sudent members to lead and serve
in the handling of cases. Mark
Barrett, Blacker Hovse junior,
was chosen by the THC last
Wednesday to lead, together with
Associate Dean of Students Bar-
bara Green, the recently estab-
lished board for the handling of
non-academic cases dealing with
the honor code. The IHC also
selected Nikki Eber (Fr, Ri), Alec
Muller (Jr, El), William Peterson
(So, Ru), Joe Fassler (So, Bl),
Rebecca Stob (So, Da) and Adam
Lawton (Jr, FI) to be in the pool
of students who will hear cases
on a rotating basis.

“We tried to send the candidates
through the ringer, and they re-
sponded very well,” explained
Jaideep Singh, THC chair. “I'don’t
think we could have picked a bet-
ter group to get the CRC started.”
Singh went on to say that the se-
lected candidates represent a mix-
wre of different viewpoints and
that they would represent students
well to faculty.

Barrett says he is excited to be
part of the CRC and feels that “it
will bring more student and fac-
ulty input into decisions that, un-
til now, have mostly been made
by the Dean or the DRL alone.”

Asked what is planned for the
CRC, Barrett said he was setting
up a training with the new mem-
bers so that those involved will
know the procedures and rationale
behind the committee. He expects
the committee to be mobilized
within the next few weeks.

The selections, according to
Singh, were made with the help
of Dr. Green and BoC Chair Laura
Brogoch from about 25 people
who signed up. An initial round

of interviews was conducted, and
those who passed were given the
opportunity to interview for the
student co-Chair position. The
co-Chair was selected first, and
the student pool was then chosen
after 30 minute interviews with
the remaining candidates, in
which the new co-Chair partici-
pated.

More information on the CRC
can be found in the COSGAA
report at http://optimus/cosgaa.

Last Monday, January 31st,
2000, Caltech's very own presi-
dent Dr. David Baltimore was
named by President Clinton as
arecipient of the 1999 National
Medal of Science. The National
Medal of Science is the nation's
most prestigious science honor,
and it recognizes the dedication
and contributions the eleven re-
cipients have offered toward
science. Dr, Baltimore's Nobel
Prize-winning rescarch in virol-
ogy and his leadership is both
academics and public policy
were recognized with this
award.

In an interview, Dr. Baltimore
answered questions about his
research and his role as presi-
dent of Caltech, and offered
some sound advice to Caltech
students.

John Oh: How does it feel to
receive the National Medal of
Science?

David Baltimore: [ think it's
quite wonderful. It's really the
highest honor in American sci-
ences, and I think it's terrific to
be honored that way.

JO: Can you tell us a little
about the research that lead to
this award?

DB: The Medal of Science,
the citation, is really for my
whole career.

JO: And your research for the
Nobel Prize?

DB: | discovered an enzyme

Tech writer Adam Villani

BY JON FOSTER

Adam Villani has won Ben
Stein’s money. Villani, who
graduated from Caltech in 1996
and remains the Tech’s one and
only Media Guy, credits his ex-
perience with Quiz Bowl as a
large factor in his win.

Win Ben Stein’s Money, for
those of you who are still con-
fused by television, is a game
show on Comedy Central where
the host (Ben Stein) actually
competes with the contestants
for his money. According to
Villani, Stein’s persona is char-
acteristically dry and conserva-
tive, and he spends a lot of his
time lording over the fact that he

called reverse transcriptase,
which is the base for the ability
of cancer causing viruses that
integrate into the cell. Really, it's
a clear indication that cancer is
caused by cellular changes in the
DNA.

JO: Do you plan on continu-
ing your research?

DB: Well, I've been working
mostly for the last twenty years
in immunology, and T have an
immunology lab here, working
on the molecular aspects.

JO: Do you have any specula-
tions on the future of immunol-
ogy?

DB: Immunology is still a de-
veloping field, because there are
big questions, significantly
about the whole of the immune
system, how its stimulated, that
has not been answered yet. But
I think we will be answering
those questions over the next
decade.

JO: How has being Caltech's
president worked out so far?

DB: I think it's wonderful. The
demand is a challenge, particu-
larly learning about ficlds out-
side of biology, so I can be at
least moderately knowledge-
able.

JO: Are administrative re-
sponsibilities getting in the way
of your research?

DB: Well, administrative re-
sponsibilities come first. That
certainly doesn't leave a lot of
time for research.

JO: You have been a key

usually beats the contestants
which he does, about 80% of the
time.

Villani characterized the ques-
tions as “reasonably challenging,
but they didn’t make my head
hurt the way finals at Tech did.
More specifically: I remember |
answered things about manatees,
John Forsyth, and Albert
Einstein. He won the first round
against a collector of fountain
pens, and a man who has never
burped in his life and works for
a mutual fund company.”

After also winning the second
round, he then went head to head
with Ben Stein. They were both
asked the same series of 10 ques-
tions; if Villani won, he would

President David

Baltimore

player in politics during the 70's
on the issue of genetic rescarch.
What do you think is the impact
of politics on science?

DB: There are aspects of sci-
entific rescarch that are very
sensitive to some members of
certain populations. Those gen-
erate a lot of political heat,
things like abortion, fetal re-
search, and genetic research.
And I think it's appropriate
where there are public controls,
there be a political dimension.

JO: Do you think it's wise to

emphasize the political aspect of
scientific rescarch in the Caltech
curriculum?

DB: No, not really. I don't
think we should emphasize that.
I think people here try their best
to do science independent of
politics, and that's the best way.
I'd rather try to protect Caltech
from too much politics.

JO: Do you have any advice
for the 900 Caltech undergrads
striving for the Nobel Prize?

DB: The only advice I have is

Prease see BALTIMORE, vace 2

wins Ben Stein’s money

get the whole $5000, but other-
wise he would just get his win-
nings from the first two rounds.
Villani entered the soundproof
isolation booth, which turned out
not to be soundproof. This prob-
lem was solved with a pair of
headphones playing. appropri-

ately enough, The Ride. Properly
psyched, Villani won the maxi-
mum prize of $5000 by beating
Stein 7-6. He plans to usc the
moncy to pay off bills.

The show will air sometime in
mid-April, although exactly
when has not yet been revealed.
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE |
to do the kind of science that you
enjoy doing. enjoying the whole
involvement, and if you find
yoursell in the right situation,
you might have the opportunity
to do a very important experi-
ment. You might not. You really
can't judge yourself on

state. There are a lot of small col-
leges, there are a very few re-
scarch universities that try to
remain in a steady state.

JO: Do you have any com-
ments on Caltech's number one
ranking from U.S. News and

is a better school than Harvard,
or Yale, or MIT. It's a different
school. But, the way they de-
cided to calculate, we came out
on top. But the effect, T think,
has been enormous. A lot more
people are aware of Caltech
now, we have more

whether you win a
prize or not. You got to
judge it much more
out of whether you
find your life satisfy-
ing and you felt like
you made a contribu-
tion.

JO: Where do you
see Caltech in the fu-

“I think people here try their
best to do science independent of
politics, and that's the best way.
I'd rather try to protect Caltech

from too much politics.”

- President Baltimore

applicants, and 1
wouldn't be surprised
if part of the reason
that President
Clinton came here to
Caltech was because
of the number one
rating.

Dr. Baltimore ex-
pressed his gratitude

ture?

DB: Caltech is going to stay
very much the kind of school it
is now. Caltech is one of the few
schools that try to live in a steady

World Reports?

DB: The rankings are really
artificial, and there's almost no
meaning in saying that Caltech

at the interest in his
award. The ceremony for the
National Medal of Science will
be held in Washington. D.C., on
March 14th.

The Outside World

By Katharina Kohler

Washington—Both recorders
of the Alaska airline plane which
crashed into the occan on
Wednesday were recovered. The
airplane fell into the 700-foot-
deep waters of the Santa Barbara
Channel and is therefore too
deep under water for divers. The
recorders have data of 48 param-
eters of the plane including
pitch, speed and the position of
the stabilizers and their respond
to the commands from the cock-
pit. The voice recorder which
was found carlier confirms that
the pilots struggled from the
biginning of the flight with the
control over the airplane. The
stabilizer was jammed and made
the airplane pitch its nose down-
wards. After trying to prepare
the airplane for an emergency
landing in Los Angeles, the pi-

Jots lost the control aver the air-
plane and it seems as if they flew
inverted before crashing into the
ocean.

Vienna, Austria-— Austria’s
14 European Union partners will
freeze the communications with
Austria once the new govern-
ment is sworn in. The new coa-
lition includes the country’s far
right party. The president of the
LEuropean Union said he sees no
other option in this case. The
coalition government will be
compriscd of the Freedom Party
and the center right People’s
party and this will be the firsl
time since World War 11 that a
far-right  party any
Eurpopecan government minis-
try. The party lcader adressed
last year that immigrants and an
expanded EU would cost the

has

Austrians jobs. The 14 EU na-
tions agreed Monday to politi-
cally isolate Austria if the new

Want to give
YOUR
submission to
the Tech?

government were installed.
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IHC
CHAIR

The Interhovse Committee Chairman shall eall and preside over meetings of the nerhouse Comminee, He shall
he responsible for liason between ASCIT and the various House organizitions.”
- ASCIT Bylaws, IV7

Chris Elion

g R, ﬁ

Back when I was a frosh going
through Rotation, | thought to
mysell, “Wow. I hope the next
IHC chair is as cool as Jaideep.
And as big and hairy 100™. This |
why [ believe that you should vote
vote [or me - because ['m big and
hairy. just like Jaideep.

Of course, there are other rea-
sons that I think T would make a
good THC chair. First of all, I've
been the UD@L since last term.
Inthat time, I have made sure that
itis possible for everyone to use
the ASCIT copier. This also means
that ["ve gained experience on the
ASCIT BoD and am familiar with
how it is run.

I have also been on my House's
Athletic Team for the past year.
Trust me: you have no idea how
hard it is to get a bunch of Moles
to play sports unlil you've actu-
ally tried 1t yoursell. Interhouse
sports are a significant part of the
IHC chair’s duty, and 1 already
have experience dealing with
them from an individual house’s

point of view.

If I'm elected THC chair, there
are a few things that I intend to
do. First, I will try to make off-
campus roompicks AFTER the
seven houses have their
roompicks. This will hopefully
reduce the number of people that
end up in get screwed over by the
process and make sure that more
people end up in their first
choices. I would also work along
with the house presidents to make
Rotation rules a bit more lenient,
while still keeping the original
spirit of them intact.

The position of THC chair is the
maost important position that you
will decide in this election. So re-
member, vote smart; vote big and
hairy: vote Chris Elion.

Jason Meltzer

innarsodes

I hate writing picces like this
They always scem like a justifi-
cation. But I suppose it's a neces-
sary evil: I'm sure many ol you
have no idea who | am. Those of
you who regularly read the Tech
will probably recognize me as the
author of the sometimes regular
column Innerspace, Those of you

who don’t - start reading the Tech
more often! [t's a wonderfully dis-
torted view of the world
(Innerspace included).

I guess | am supposed to write
about why I should be IHC Chair.
Let me address the question by
stating why [ /want/ to be IHC
Chair. Primarily. it is because there
are some aspects of Caltech Un-
dergraduate life that | believe
should be fixed. The process of
Rotation and the Rules are impor-
tant issues. It is my beliel that
many of the rules should be re-
laxed, and some eliminated. Fur-
ther study would be necessary (©
determine what exact actions to
take, but the removal ol the bur-
den of many of the rules will make
the process easier and more pro-
ductive. | also would like to see
some sort of informative guide for
Frosh produced. While this may
take some of the aura of mystery
out of the first few weeks, it would
probably be comforting for many
incoming students to know more
about Undergraduate life at
Caltech before they get here (or
very soon alter); and with more
informed Frosh, the necessity for
many of the Rotation rules (meant
to protect them) would be less-
ened. Another annual problem s
the Off Campus Lottery. This is a
process that has been rehashed ev-
ery year since the founding of
Avery House. It would be advan-
tageous to try to standardize it in

some way. so that it is no longer a

source of confusion,

Aside from specific issues, |
would like to contribute to the
Caltech Undergraduate commu-
nity in an active way. Writing for
the Tech is fun, and I hope others
take enjoyment from my ravings,
but I would like to return more to
the community from which | have
gained so much.

Adam Lawton

Hey everyone, I'm Adam, and
I'm running for the office of 1HC
Chair. The THC Chair is a pretty
important position. and to be a

agood THC Chair, you need to be
effective at leading a pretty clite
group of students, as well as in-
teracting with lots of high-profile
people around campus. I'm really
enthusiastic about doing the job,
and [ think I'm pretty qualified
too. so [ thought I'd take a little
bit of your time to tell you about
some of the things 1've done,
Most of my involvement for the
past year has been centered
around my job as Fleming’s so-
cial chair. In that position, I was

in charge of pulling everything
together for our after-dinner re-
ceptions during rotation, as well
as planning an cvent every single
week. To do my job, I've had to
work closely with the Res Life
staff and the Deans, and I'm happy
1o say that I'm on excellent terms
with everyone in both of those
offices.

But what have I done outside the
scope of house government?
Quite honestly, not enough! And
that’s one of the reasons I'd like
to be the next IHC Chair. Actu-
ally, most of what I've done in this
arena has been as social chair also.
If you were at Fleming's luau
party in the fall or at our UFO

party last year or al our subma-
rine party in the spring of 1998,
then you've gotten a chance 10 see
some of my handiwork. I've co-
ordinated and helped out with a
few interhouse social events also,
including a Thanksgiving dinner,
a whitewater rafting trip. and of
course the drag show. Now 1 defi-
nitely don’t mean to imply that
[I"'mtired of throwing parties! But
[ think I"d like to expand beyond
social events and start to be more
involved in some of the other im-
portant things that go on around
campus.

Please vote, and please think of
me when you make your selection
for IHC Chair!

Vanessa Sih

[am running for IHC Chairman
because | believe in the house sys-
tem and student government. The
lieve that we are capable of mak
ing responsible decisions and do
not need to be “paliced™ by the ad-
ministration. Actions taken by the
admimstration without student -
putare detrimental to the principle

ol self-government: they only

serve 1o aggravate us and compel
us to defy authority. T would hke
to continue the work of the cur-
rent THC in finding a good solu
ton.

The house systen is good be-
cause it provides & sense ol com-
munity.  As IHC chair. | would
work with the house presidents 1o
make Rotation a positive expert
ence and help freshmen find the
community that is best for them
In terms of qualitications, 1 have
been a member of the Dabney
Excom for the past two years and
participated in the picks process.
I am dedicated: | have worked as
the ad manager for the Tech and
business manager for the hitle (.

Remember. a vole for Vanessa

15 i vole tor freedom,
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Derek

Shannon

I'm Derek Shannon, and I'm
running to serve as your ASCIT
seeretary. What's the #1 way that
the secretary relates to the rest of
Caltech? The ASCIT Minutes
published in every Tech. Well,
friends. sitdown, cause this mlgh!
come as a shock—The ASCIT
Minutes are a world that has been
pulled over youreyes to blind you
from the truth. What you know
you can’texplain, but you feel it:
The ASCIT minutes are dull, and
you never read them. Well, as
ASCIT Sccretary, | will end this
injustice.  Never again will one
of Dean Revel’s violent crack-

addled rampages be glossed over
with a simple ‘Dean Revel
stopped by.” Under my steward-
ship, you'll getall the facts, you'll
understand what ASCIT is doing
and how you can stop us murder-
ous bastards, and you'll want to
read the ASCIT Minutes even
more than your Hum assign-
ments. The ASCIT secretary’s

otherimportant task s taking care
of *Officer Guides,” which cach
officer compiles before leaving
office to so that his/her successor
has a clue what to do—when | be-
came Frosh Director/UROH Edi-
tor over a year ago, | was particu-
larly clueless. so | know how im-
portant these and other records
are to keeping ASCIT function-
ing (or to shooting off its knee-
caps, should the public so desire).
I'll do a good job on them. |
know what you're thinking... no-
body has ever done this before
(except for Hannah, Mike Astle,
and a bunch of other people). 1
know. That’s why it's going to
work. I'm trying to free your
mind, Techers. But | can only
show you the door. You're the one
that has to walk through it. I'd
appreciate your vote. Yell at me:
dms@its. And if you're a hot
sweaty mountain goat, stop by
my room.

Jason
Cardema

When | was a frosh, | came to
Caltech thinking that this was the
ideal place to be. There was so
much to learn and so many things
to be involved with. | was young
and idealistic and thought that per-
haps one day 1 might make a dil-
lerence, that I might contribute o
our understanding of the universe,
that I might somehow improve the
human condition and promote
peace, happiness, and love
throughout the world.  But |
quickly realized that I couldn’t do
everything, especially as a EE ma-
jor

As a junior, | still have the same
wdealism, but with much more
practicality. (After all, Tam study-

ing tobe anengineer.) I'd still like
to contribute to our student com-
munity and I would like to start
being involved in our government
by becoming ASCIT Secretary.
To be honest, | have never been
asecretary of any organization be-
fore. Butldo know what it means
to hold an office and the responsi-
bility that comes along with it. |

will work hard to make sure to fill
the position of secretary as com-
pletely asmy 5 foot 7 [Tinch frame
will let me. I'll keep the entire
Caltech community riveted as they
read about the exciting weekly
ASCIT meeting in the Tech. I'll
impress the Board of Directors
with my meticulous note taking,
impeccable organization, and
amazing punctuality. But above all,
I will help shape the course of our
government over the next poten-
tial-filled year.

There are a lot of issues T would
like to address as Secretary. I'd
work on increasing awareness
among students about what ASCIT
does and encouraging more student
feedback on issues. 1 would also
like to improve inter-house rela-
tions, reminding people that they
should judge based on character
and not on the color of a person’s
shirt.

So keep me in mind when you
vote for ASCIT Secretary.

Stephen
Wexler

People call me Sexy. Why?
It rhymes with Wexy. Ithink
it I were elected I'd do a re-
ally great job as secretary.
Why? Because I like the
smell of white-out. Why?
Because T write like a girl.
Why? Because I need the
monecy. Why? Because real
And cer-
tainly don’t worry about me
not having enough time for
the job - I'm a CS major. So
remember - vote Wexy for
Sexcretary.

men wear briefs.,

Tim

Recently, it seems that there has
been a lot of disillusionment with
Caltech’s student government. |
too share this disillusionment.
However, rather than simply
whine about it (as | have already
done), I want to change it.

Sure, ASCIT secretary doesn’t
have much control over the fate
of the universe, but there are some
things I could do. I promise to get
the ASCIT minutes to the Tech
on time, so that they can be pub-
lished promptly. If elected, |
would make sure that students
know about important BoD meet-
ings, and that elections are held
in accordance with the bylaws. |
would also try to organize the

ASCIT archives, (il at all pos-
sible).

All in all, ASCIT secretary is
probably a pretty shitty job. It's
work, and no rewards, So, why
do T want to do it? Having been
active in my house and on cam-
pus for the past year, | know that
[ can deal well with shit. In addi-
tion, I want diversity on the BoD
- having it controlled entirely by
Fleming is simply not represen-
tative.

So vote for me, and I'll make
some good, accurate, honest,
damn sarcastic ASCIT minutes.

Betty
Hong

I'm writing to introduce mysell
to everyone and Lo convinee you
10 vote for me for this year's BoC
seeretary. 1 face tough competi-
tion, not the least of which is the
formidable NO! So you might ask,
why not vote NO!? Do we want to
have a BoC secretary at all? |
won't pretend to not know that the
BoC is not loved and adored by
students everywhere, and I don’t
think you can expect that in this
line of work. But I want you to
consider the alternative — con-
sider what life as a student at
Caltech would be like without the
BoC. The BoC makes the Honor

System possible, makes possible
take-home exams, unmonitored
student access o institute facili-
ties, extensions, open dorm room
doors, assumed trust with one an-
other. Justimagine how life at this
already gut-wrenching, soul-suck-
ing college would be without these
privileges. The BoC works 1o
serve and protect you, o help pre-
serve the Honor System and to al-
low it to work for you.

So I hope by now you are con-
vinced that we need a BoC and so
need a BoC secretary. But then,
why me over the other guy? Well,
['ve had the necessary experience
— plenty of student government
in high school and a year of ser-

vice on the BoC as a representa- |

tive-at-large. However, | think the
main motivation you should have
to vote for me is that I am both a
reasonable and responsible person.
I think I understand the philoso-
phy and spirit of the Honor Sys-
tem, which (we should always
keep in mind) exists to serve the
students as part of the Caltech
community, to help effectively
guide the BoC through its opera-
tions.

And just one more reason: |
have opposable thumbs, and NO!
doesn’t, and we all know that's all
you really need to be BoC secre-

Joe
Fassler

The Honor System is one of the
things that makes Caltech stand
out among other universities. It
gives us freedom and responsi-
bility that few colleges would
dare to give to students, and
gives us a basis for trusting other

members of the community. It
is a part of life at Caltech. | feel
strongly about the Honor Code,
and T am dedicated to working
to sce that it continues to henefit
the community. Last year |
served as the Blacker Hovse
BoC Rep, so I have experience
on the Board of Control. 1'm fa-
miliar with Board procedure and
the responsibilities of the Secre-
tary, and I believe 1 would do a
good job. Vote Joe Fassler “To
nullify and protect.”

b |

tary.
.
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Jake West is the name. 'haven’t
much to say. ['d like to be your
next ASCIT treasurer. Somebody
has got to do it, somebody who's
got what it takes to vanquish even
the toughest of first graders,
somebody who can count. That’s
me. So if you want the best vote
Jake Weslt.

Ayeh
Bandeh-Ahmadi

Hi, I'm Ayeh. I'm a sophomore
physics and economics major, as
well as a UCC and health advo-
cate. Over the last couple years,
I"ve been very involved with the
Totem and Big T and have
worked as an off-campus tutor at
the Salvation Army for the Y.

1d like to be your treasurer be-
cause I want to be more involved
with the decisions that affect stu-
dents and organizations at
Caltech. And because of my ex-
perience with different student
activitics and involvement in dif-
ferent parts of student life at Tech,
I feel like | have a good under-
standing of what sorts of things
techers value, and so I think |
would serve everyone well,

In addition to serving on the
ASCIT Board of Directors, the
ASCIT treasurer’s duties also in-
clude helping create the ASCIT
budget and conducting prompt

Sean

McHugh

Aye, hello me lads and lass
ies. "Tis a good day for an elec-
tion. Methinks I would do just
a fine job as the ASCIT Trea-
surer, but ya got ta be willin® to
settle for some changes. First,
nooo more o' this silly ASCIT
morning doughnuts, what me
lads here really need to fuel them
though the day is me own tradi-
tional meala® ASCIT morning

ASCIT

TREASURER

audits of ASCIT spending at the
end of each fiscal year. The trea-
surer is also the person respon-
sible for collecting all requests for
ASCIT funding for clubs and stu-
dent activities. Since I've done a
significant amount of volunteer
work for student organizations
like the Totem and the Big T, and
enjoy attending all Kinds of cam-
pus events, | recognize how im-
portant student activities are at
Caltech: I'd like to accommodate
as many activities as possible, and
think I could be unbiased towards
them.

The ASCIT treasurer is also re-
sponsible for receiving and de-
positing corporation money,
keeping records of all these trans-
actions, and presenting them at
weekly meetings. 1 have experi-
ence maintaining corporation ac-
counts, so I understand how this
system works and what this job
entails. And as your ASCIT trea-
surer, 1'd also like to make these
reports on where ASCIT dollars
go more readily accessible to stu-
dents.

Finally, the ASCIT treasurer is
specifically responsible for mak-
ing sure that the ASCIT publica-

beer an’ potatoes. | could evin
over step my bounds a litta an’
change the food situation here at
this school for the betta.
T would only take a wee bit 0’
your ASCIT dollars to get us
enough corned beef and cabbage
that all ye lads and lassies would
smell sweet as a springtime Irish
breeze. Also, I could even use
me luck-o-the-Irish to avoid tax
audits an” if that don” work,
there's nary an IRS agent alive
that can run down a greased
Irishman.

Enough of that. 1 need your

tions officers (those responsible
for The California Tech, little t,
Big T, Totem, CLLUE, and Under-
graduate Research Opportunities
Handbook) know about and meet
ASCIT's publication standards.
In addition to keeping track of
publication budgets and con-
tracts, the ASCIT treasurer is the
one to whom all unexpected bud-
get problems for these publica-
tions must be brought, When the
editors and managers have a
problem they can’t deal with, the
treasurer is responsible for resolv-
ing them so that ASCIT publica-
tions come out on time. 1'd like
to make sure that what happened
with the litde t this year doesn’t
happen with any more publica-
tions next year. And since ['ve
been very involved in publication
processes, both at Tech and else-
where, I'm very capable of giv-
ing publications staff any help and
support that they end up needing.

I hope you'll vote for me be-
cause | know the duties of ASCIT
treasurer well, and I'm experi-
enced enough and excited enough
about it to do a good job. Butin
any case, please don’t forget to
vote.

help... last year I ran against the
incumbent and had three of you
thought differently T would be
the incumbent right now. T will
devote all the time necessary to
do a good job as treasurer and
I'll actually show up at ASCIT
meetings. It you have read this
far, you would do me a huge fa-
vor by remembering to go and
place your votes on Monday for
the only candidate with green
spirit. And please, even though
it runs a better campaign and is
funnier than 1 am, just don’t say
NO.
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Emma

Kang

Lam an average sophomore with
an average GPA: | often sit in
lecturesclueless, struggle with
Phys2 sets every Tuesday and
Thursday nights, and try to getinto
the most easy-grading TA sec
tions, Just like the most of you
people reading this But, there 1s
one thing that stands out about me,
which is my strong motivation and
desire to be involved in the com-
munity and (o work for others. The
office of ASCIT Director of Aca-
demic Affairs seems to be an ex-

cellent way of contributing to the
student body of Caltech and some-
thing that I am capable of doing
well. And I possess the kind of en-
thusiasm and stamina that will get
me to accomplish my responsibili-
ties.

The mission of this office is to
represent the opinions of the stu-
dent body and to serve as a me-

dium between students and faculty
to facilitate effective communica
tion, and improve the quality of
learning at Caltech. I've been an
ombuds person for a class before,
and I have realized how concerned
students are with their academics
and the importance of close and
effective communication between
students and faculty. I took pride
in what I was doing-delivering
opinions and suggestions of my
fellow students. Currently I am
also a member of Committee on
Institute Programs: | work closely
with the Office of Public Events,
informing students and delivering
students” input and feedback to the
commillee.

There are many other duties of
this office that require creativity
and resources. Let me assure you
once again that I will do the job
with integrity and sincere effort.

Ram
Srintvasan

There are only flecting moments
at Caltech for introspection. On
occasion, I sit in the company of
Melvin Leok (outgoing Director
of Academic Affairs), and talk
ghout education. He speaks to me
earnestly, emphasizing his points
by furrowing his eyebrows and

pressing his fist against the table,
Talking with Melvin about decid-

ing academic policy has taught me
that it is essential for a leader to
have as sense of cquity. All our
candidates this year are excellent
people. But when you pledge your
vote for me, you will be voting for
equity. Equity, a measured, rea-
soned approach to assessing the
Caltech educational curriculum,
an open-minded attitude toward
reform. | have a vested interest in
doing this job and doing it well,
but | need your vote. Ram
Srinivasan for equity. Ram
Srinivasan for Director of Aca-
demic Affairs.

Jason
Tran

For those who don’t know me,
my name is Jason Tran, and I'd
lke you to consider me as your
Director of Academic Affairs. The
Director of Academic Affairs has
many responsibilities, including
putting together the CLUE, being

DIRECTOR

the Chairman of the Academic and
Research Committee, awarding
ASCIT teaching awards, dealing

with the Core Curriculum, ete. It's
his or her job to make your aca-
demic and research experience a
better one. The actions of the Di-
rector of Academic Affairs may af-
fect you directly, so it's important
who you cast your volte for. | want
to take an active role in the deci-
sion making process that governs
which classes | have to take, and
which research opportunities are
available to undergrads. 1 feel that
I have what it takes to fulfill the
responsibilities assigned to this
office. I'm a pretly easy-going
person, [ like helping people, and
I'm committed to doing my best.

OF SOCIAL ACTIVITIES

Meghan
Smith

Hi, my name is Meghan Smith.
Lam running for the office of Up-
perclassman Director at Large,
For those ol you who donit know,
this means that 1 am in charge of
the ASCIT van and copier. This
means that | have to make sure
they are in working order. This

is not a difficult job, there
is no longer an ASCIT van
and all it takes (o maintain
a copier is dedication and

perseverance. fam in charge of the soda
machines in Ruddock House, which
you might have noticed have been fully
stocked this entire year. [ leltit was time
for me to move up to something a hittle
more challenging, where a greater num
ber of people would be depending on
me., The upkeep of the ASCIT copier is
vital to everyone in the student body
What if you need to make a copy in the
middle of the night, the library is closed
where else can you go but the SAC,
This is a convenience which 1 can add
to your lives and it would be my plea-

sure to do so.

Scott
Paxne

From the last clection, one
might feel that most Techers
don’t care who represents them
and the rest would rather have
“No" for President. Your vote for
Upperclassman Director at Large
(UDL) is important. The Direc-
tors of ASCIT head the student
government and are l‘t‘pl'C\Clll:‘l‘
tives to outside grotps, faculty,

und .1dmm|§t|dlmn

My first encounter with
the office of UDL was try-
ing to the ASCIT
copier that, unfortunately,
scemed to be broken for
During

use

the longest time.
my bitching and moaning
about i, Hearned this is the

responsibility of the UDILL.

Seeing UDL up for efection [ got this
crazy idea to face the wrath of “No”
and run in the election. At first | won-
dered, “Does the UDL do anything
else? In fact. the UDL manages the
ASCIT van and copier, as well as “other
duties [strictly professional] as speci-
fied by the Board of Directors,” Hav-
ing held the position of house fibrar-
ian, I'm pretty good at performing other
random tasks.

I assure you that I will tulfill the du-
ties of Director at Large in thetr entirety.
none of this running off to Cambridge
(or Bangkok) business, which has been
a problem that has plagued past Direc-
tors.

Molly

Swanson

I don’t have a hidden agenda or a need
1o boost my ego by winning this position.
I"'m willing to fullill the responsibilities of
UD@L and represent the opimions of as
many students as possible. T would also
like to see the Board of Directors popu-
lated by a few honest and reasonable
people. If you feel the same, vote lor me.

Thanks.

FRESHMAN

DIRECTOR AT LARGE

Martha-Helene
Stapleton

I won'tinsult your intelligence
by making extraordinary promises
or degrading someone else’s at-
tempt to improve student govern-

But somehow | do

ment.
want you all to know that |
am sincere in my desire to
make things better here at

Tech, and | am sure that | can represent
the frosh class as FDAL. Many ol you
know me already and how involved |
have become here and how little I sleep.
and if you don’t know me personally yel,
you've probably seen mie running around
campus. [ really love getting to know
all kinds of people, I'm running because
[ believe that as students we do have
power, and that if we truly realize how
strong we are together, we can be effec-
tive in changing those aspects that im-
pact us most.

ATTENTION

Melinda

Turner

I'm Melinda Turner and |

am confident that [ can pro-
vide the high-caliber, cam-
pus-wide events
Techers deserve.

Currently on my scecond
term on Lloyd social team, |
have the time, energy and

social

reliable, weekly entertain-
ment to large groups. As the
VP of Women's Glee Club, 1
have planned many post

concert receptions, club fair
presentations and donation-
related business mailings.
Recently added to the Child

You probably don’t know
what the ASCIT Social Di-
rector does. You probably
laugh when you hear the
words “ASCIT” and “party”
in the same sentence. | prob-
ably can’t help that, but I can

Ted

tell you a little about this
position and why I'd do a
good job. The main respon-
sibilities of the Director of
Social Activities are the
ASCIT parties and the
ASCIT formal. Also, the di-
rector is in charge of lending
out the ASCIT lighting
equipment to the Houses

creativity necessary (o offer

Life volunteer staff at LA
County Women's and
Children’s, I have helped or-
ganize a huge hospital-wide
Halloween trick-or-treat ac-
tivity, have run a small movie
theatre and have created in-
teractive bedside programs
forimmobile kids.

As the Director for Social
Activities | intent to revive
Friday earlymorning donuts,
foster more joint ASCIT-
GSC parties and coordinate
a sinfully swanky formal.
Please vote for me !!

when they throw a party. |
am a person who's been in-
volved with a lot of parties.
If you were at the Fleming
Luau, I was the IDJ for most
of that party. Before | came
to Caltech, T made some
money organizing and
DJ'ing parties with two or
three times the attendance of
the average ASCIT party. |
own my own mixer, [ogger,
lighting stand, and lights, so
I have a lot of experience
with this kind of equipment.
But before being a DJ, 1 am
a person who loves to dance

Lusine

Danakian

v i
Social Director: Disco

lights. Spinning, spinning.
Glistening faces, ecstasy.
Echoes of laughter. Drop-
lets, trickle, rickle. beat,
Beat, BEAT! For THE social
experience, Vote LUSINE!

- and I can promise you that
I'll make ASCIT parties
great places to dance. |
waon't be able to force you to
go, but I'm sure that if you
do, you'll like what you see
- good music, good drinks,
and hey, atleast one guy on
the dance floor.

UNDERGRADUA
AND

I ,he ‘v',(l.”k

"A-‘ 'i It Iﬂ.i

STUDE NTS

3| YA
}( J‘"v}

» ¢

£ 3

AND wl
OPPORT! J'\JH

THAT SPAN
THE GLOBE

‘Center.com

5 largest campus job fair




February 4, 2000 The California Tech

Comics
DILBE RT® by Scott Adams FoxTrot by Bill Amend

prr— = ———— [© 2000 Bt Amend Dty Uit P ess Syndicae |
' £ H e ! TRUST ME, THIS 1S THAT
ANOTHER COMPANY 2 NO, I PREFER TO MANAGING 15 WANT To BE A oo L || e Sachs ok [DABT sHow Y
OFFERED ME TWENTY |lé|| HIRE SOMEONE il | SUPPOSED TO BE CONTESTANT ON To BE A FUN. Your 1 JusT SAW THE HAS NO CHECK-
PERCENT MORE. El| WHO 15 LOYAL 51 | A SCIENCEI MY NEW MILLIONAIRE,”  SURE. FINAL BLEW IT. RULES, S5TuDlo  Book
e 3 ' & h . You'm
ﬁIFYO 1z EVEN IF I HAVE % GAME SHowW? ’—i / ANSWER? | ABL:rD"lE:ECE LZ?.D-E
(L" :’LCH 1‘4? 11 TO PAY FORTY : e WAY.  ING?
o o 2
£ g
ol 3 :
] g
2 z
< =
I KNOW I COULD § MAYBE THE COFFEE )¢ BEFORE WE BEGIN TELLUS A WELL, LET'S || OUR FIRST  HEY! You
3 - PLAYING "1 WANT To LITTLE BIT  SEE.. I HAVE THAT'S ENOUGH QUESTION JUST
EARN MORE 8 1S GOOD AND YOU |4 BE A MILLIONAIRE," ABoUT THREE KIDS... FOR NoW, COMES FROM  SWITCHED
MONEY AT ANOTHER é ENJOY WATCHING 3 o0 LET'S MEET OUR FIRST YOURSELF, 1 WAS AN ROGER. THE ANNALS THE CARDS!
= & FFEE CONTESTANT, ROGER, ENGLISH THANK You. OF ADVANCED 1 el
COMBRIY. I § THE ANTICS OF : ROGER FOX. ,,_:L-,! MAJOR N MATHEMATICS... r’qﬁ
SO WHY DO FEEBLE, UNAWARE |f% | 2 / COLLEGE... 5
Z oi A LSTAY? ; (_M_ T\ _LosERs. I ,_*,\ A = d
)J . g % V é
4y 0, s ﬂ l o
: -{ T ( ; \—{k
o 2 s
& ;m i\ f > |
e L — 3 —— £ E

i 8l [ — d N T ¥ WELCOME BACK To WHAT 15 THE 8,346™ 2 1 THOUGHT THE oH, 1 THINK
{ SHOULD T STAY AT ) 3 o SHOULD o F A?zé EDAQ FAS;, ]g 1 WANT To BE A DIGIT OF PI? 1S 1T £ FIRST QUESTION LET ME You'LL BE
MY CURRENT JOB | | EVERYTHING AND : START-U ! mvonare” ™S || 2, @7, @5 [[F waS supposed GUESS..  DOING A
WHERE THE COMMUTE | [5]| JOIN A FAST- : LCOMPANY WHILE ‘ i} RRST QuEsTIoN 1S || oR (0) 82 TAKE Your || To BE THE LOT OF THAT

5 - = i ¥ Y N " FoR $100, ROGER TIME — YoU HAVE 30 EASIEST. TONIGHT,

AT ; ngﬁ;;gy;” e e I SECoNDS. To ANSWER. RoGER.
' S I A— MINE | /B0 [~

g --m‘-'i WENT | B
g g IPO.[ T
Bl 8 D\ s
; = 't‘\’)";} 9 / 4
2 i il f U?L-J)’l'
L X | Ll )l v £\ P

/ === =il : = ( I'M SORRY, ROGER, || READY To THAT MAY BE THE WAY iF YOU'LL JUST  WHAT
i TF I QUIT T1L LOSE | |3 [ A NORMAL BFU\IN ) = BUT NOW ‘\ ( % THAT'S NOT CORRECT. || MoVE oN I THOUGHT OTHER GAME SHOWS oP- || PASS ME MY Do You
| SOME UNVESTED | |5 IRRATIONALLY 3| THAT YOU |f Now THE 8,346™ DIGIT HIBRERT: THE GAME || ERATE, BUT NoT ‘T WANT || CHECK FoR MEAN,

{ ) £ ’ 3 || EXPLAINED ofF P15 (C) 5. . $200 WAS OVER. To BE A MILLIONAIRE. $100 So 1 YOUR
S.TOLK \ Ll J : | PUTS MORE LEIGHT all 1T = = ks 2 QUESTION? \ WE LET You KEEP RtGHT ¥1| CAN SHow CHECK"
_LI'M WILLING TO §| | oNAsmALL Loss IS |LIT- - o | | | iname. iT To THE

| SUFFER [ | THAN A HUGE il TV L ) i
T P MY .]'OB JOB. ) [ \S M e \ OPPORTUNITY 1 Baans o D), 7 /_’ﬂ EfD #
,\_h Q ey e —s s A A i ¥
{ { ] e PARRAS |
f 4.2 - 3 % ﬁ @ ? {_\ - A E: '-—.,_ f“‘;‘\ e o j
te T / s \|E / kI T bl g | TR e /
3 . ! bl I \ e
L \Tw,,.:_ll i = [‘{‘ L / \/ 2 ‘L(T‘ \\ »-4m\—L /
/ e g e o \ " Fan = I WHAT DO THAT'S How WHEN YOU ANSWER A WHAT IF YOu'D HAVE JASON,  1T'S TOTALLY
( T CAN'T DO ANY— \ ae. 3 ( AND YOU CAN T 1AM | (NO, I'M Jusﬂ You MEAN I WANT To || QUESTION WRONG, You 1'D BEEN ALLOWED oF ALL HONEST —
\ | . !

( THING BECAUSE yle] | QuIT BECAUSE | 1IN WORKING ‘ I OWE You BEA || PAY ME WHATEVER THE || GOTTEN To QUIT WITH- THE 1 WANT To
[ TM ALWAYS WATT- < |§| | YOUR sTOCK ToNT ) |2 kHECK? | T“E OVER- | e || e i L T o
» ING FOR SOMEONE ) |E| | VESTED. ([~ \[ (-— | FLOW FROM " BPTT i H READY FoR THE [ [T \

BLSE; iy, e _go? |8 S (LIMBO. [~ 3 b L $200 ZINGER? \
A & E P o T\( ) = H = =~ E —
8 £\ ) £ 0] £ g /
‘ l { = r}{ \_\ a| &% (\’/ ‘{ \I \ - R‘
e b N B Ly [ 5 \ ‘
| ) z -0 Fl b | i L
U g I - b =X r* : "Y:
e N z }\\ z '1 x o l‘ j L) —‘3-1\
— 1 [ e % LU e Gl S0 HOW WAS  DON'T | |1T TURNS oUT THE “I” IN || THE ONLY THING THAT '™ You MIS-
/ 4| | YOUAL Bt SLITING § 1 JEEPERS! THE YOUR STINT  GET ME || "I WANT TO BE A MILLION=| [ GOT ME oUT OF Hock | [SUR-  UNDERSTAND.
1 IN THE CAREER ON TASON'S STARTED. | [AIRE" REFERS To HiM, NoT WAS THE LIFELINE, PRISED I OFFERED HiM
/ [L[][ﬁ){})@ ?’ LIMBO SEACTION : g HEP.\E LITTLE - THE CONTESTANT. 1T'S \ HE EVEN ONE.

( = N ”1 d {, sion g LAY SR & IS TERRIBLE! GAME SHOW? kl JUST HIS LATEST SCHEME GAVE You I moms
STEP @ ONL9F Heek £ : . AN AN T To S0AK US FOR MONEY. THeRt
| INSTOE. ) B oo coooﬁ &

_ o\ £ (BYE )13
! g = |
R \O/ & 3 o] _ e 3
L2 f \ ’g s b1 o 3\ PLEASE i
I e i 3ot S ) N w
L SN T I ] 2 X | e i
A€ : »

Bsed on the novel by John lrving
Tue Ciner House Rutes
Daily [12:40/ 3:50 7:00 10:00

LABEMMIEELS

PLAYHOUSE

PASADENA

673 E. Colorado Blvd.
(626) 844-6500

New Olelli Palace

i of the vear (Cuisine of Tndia

Starving Kalph Fiennes
The END OF THE AFFAIR 1994 to 18“ wy Gfeﬂt FM”
Daily [11:30] 2:05 4:40 7:15 9:50 I ,d R '
Voted Best Indian Restaurant 1998
Directed by Pedvow Almadovar
Ari Avout My Moriia Specializing in Mm'hem Imﬁan Food
Daily [12:30] 3:00 5:30 8:00 10:20

Bused on the novel by Jane Avstun ‘ I{”(‘l} B’I/}‘,[ * * AW&PJ Winﬂé‘f * *

Mansriren Park
Daily [11:30] 2:10 4:50 7:30 10:00

Pasadena'’s only
stadium seating theatre

Mondny Friday

Starving Ed Harvis

; THE THIRD MIRACLE

- !.....W 3 - . Daly [11:30] 2:10 4:50 7:30 10:10
- s ATING

WALL TO WALL SCREENS.

wnsbe HIGH BACK SEATING ¥ Directed by Tim Robbins

= DOLBY DIGITAL S8OUND Crants Wiii, Rock

o s B LY B BOUND Daily 1:00 4:00 7:00 10:00

Mandarin Cuisine
& Seafood
Cocktail Lounge

COLORADC Call for details THis WEEK'S FEATU B e o — i 75 11:30-
2588 E. Colorado Blvd. Fri, Mon- I/(urr [5:40] 8: 10W/Stu 514*;1‘7’1(2“4;0]2 50 TAKE OUT . CATER'NG :u:ChBiSZG;Ialsi$l4 $615]°.32 : i
il il 20 8:30 lanuna Hills Pasadena Glendale § =° CyIaS;c ;:Z:: 1 i
15354 LaPaz ke, 90 E. Colorado Blvd., £205 1195, Brand B <l
IMMEDIATE OPENINGS! 181 4% fed }(J.’bf 4[)3-%(:11 Utairs ‘ (8181 265-0666 _
Students earn $375/$575 weekly processing/assembling medi- 1949 470-0666 1 One biack Easl of Cabe v Mentor.— (Bhind Monsar's Beaad Bivadhor Food To Go Welcome
cal 1.D. cards from your home. Experience unnecessary...we OPEN 7 DAYS
train you! Call MediCard 1-541-386-5290, ext. 300. Tel: 449-8018

2475 E. Colorado » Pasadena

between Sierra Madre Blvd, & Altadena Dr.
Free Parking In Rear




The California Tech

February 4, 2000

Small Fonts Extravaganza

TECH
EDITORS
Jon Foster,

John Oh,

Dana Sadava

A spectre is haunting Caltech — the spec-
tre of the Tech. All the powers of evil have
entered into a holy alliance to exorcise this
spectre: ASCIT and BOC, CRC and 1HC,
French Radicals and Fire Nazis. Where is
the party in opposition that has not been de-
eried as Tech Editors by its opponents in
power? Where is the opposition that has not
hurled back the branding reproach of Tech
Editorialism, against the more advanced op-
position partics, as well as against its reac-
tionary adversaries? Two things result from
this fact: 1. We are already acknowledged
by all Tech powers to be ourselves a power,
Il 1tis high time that we should openly, in
the face of the whole world, publish our
views, our aims, our tendencies, and meet
this nursery tale of the specire of Tech
Editorialism with a manifesto of the party
iself, To this end, Tech Editors of various
houses have assembled in the Tech Office
and sketched the following manifesto, 1o be
published in the C++, 11, EI, Fortran, Perl
and Assembly languages.

The history of all hitherto existing editions
of the Tech is the history of ¢lass siruggles.

We disdain to conceal our views and aims.
We openly declare that our ends can be at
ined only by the forcible overthrow of all
easting editors. Let Dave tremble at a Fdi-
torial revolution. We have nothing to lose
but our grades. We have a world to win.
Editors of all houses, unite!

It is a testimony to the loneliness of
our kind and of its inquisitiveness that
we yearn to find life elsewhere in the
Universe. This yearning has engendered
much Science Fiction, but there is still

not very much Science reality. The prom-
1sing avenues are still just that: promis-
ing. But the Fiction! How we love a scare
story, be it Little Red Riding Hood or
Peter and the Wolf. Tales of abduction
by little green men or pursuits by slob-
bering monsters with teeth like broken
window panes make us feel so pleasantly
terrified. None top that evening in 1938
when Orson Welles broadeast a story on
the radio, based on HG Wells® “War of
the Worlds.™ His account ol aliens {rom
Mars invading New Jersey created a
widespread panic. Listeners ran to the
streets, some began to evacuate their
homes, holding handkerchiefs to their
laces o protect themselves from fumes.
In many popular “scare me stories.” our
wonderful planet Earth is invaded. Of
course, in these contests we have 10 win.,
for how clse to explain that the author
and his readers survived?

Sometimes the yarn describes adven-
tures of Earthlings in other worlds. Jules
Verne's heroes don't actually make it to
the moon. Edgar Rice Burroughs sent his
heroes (o Mars, starting in 1911, with
“Thuvia: Maid of Mars,” and with a simi-
lar new yarn yearly after that. Although
the stream slowed down, Mars was the
locale all the way to 1940 with “Llana

Dean’s Corner

As science fiction would

have it....

by Jean-Paul Revel

of Gathol”, and than
Jumped to another environ-
ment with the “Skeleton Men of Jupi-
ter”. More recently Asimov regaled us
with intergalactic tales. But you probably
know more than 1. When humanity left
this world during the Apollo Moon Pro-
gram, NASA worried that the space cap-
sule and/or the astronauts inside might
come back contaminated by some un-
carthly organisms. Many thought it was
far fetched, but with the argument that it
would be catastrophic if foreign patho-
gens were brought back, the astronauts
were quarantined for 3 long weeks on
their return from the moon.

What we did not know is that out of

this world materials were already present
on Earth. Meteorites which landed on this
carth were presumably all cooked 1o a
crisp, their outsides sterilized on the way
down through our atmosphere. There was
no evidence of the Kind of organic mate-
rial which could have originated from
living things like those on carth on the
inside. The story changed with the dis-
covery ol the meteorite ALH84001 in
Antarctica. Analysis of the meteorite in-
dicated a Martian origin, and excitement
was very high when there was an an-
nouncement of the existence of struc-
tures which looked like earthly bacteria
along with crystals of magnetite like
those produced by living organisms here
on earth. The putative critters were much
smaller than earthly bugs, but then, they
came rom another world. It is still not
clear il these structures are the remnants
of living organisms. For life as we know

It waler 1s required,

so there is great excitement

as a result of evidence for a watery
ocean under the icy surface of Europa,
The Tatest support comes from a Galileo
[Myby at a distance of only 351 Km from
the surface. And there has been at least
one meteorite (Monahans 1998)
ered on Earth which contained water
(nicely aged, like good wine), actually
as old as our solar system, but neverthe-
less opening the possibility of life else-
where. But things are getting very seri-
ous now. As of January, 17 stars had been
recognized for which there is evidence
of a circling planet. In one system there
are no less than 3 objects orbiting around
the central star. It is interesting that most
ol these planetoids are large and Jupiter-
like. Their orbits are mostly elliptical in-
stead of being circular, and most are very
close to their star — some even closer
than Mercury is 1o the Sun. While it is
exciting to find all these potential har-
bors for life. none of these appear bright
prospects. They would be too gassy and
o close to their star... ol course Carl
Sagan imagined floaters in Jupiter's at-
mosphere, but.... Smaller rocky plancts
may exist, but are too small to be de-
tected. Do these findings mean that our
hopes for companions are to be dashed
once more? We don’t know and so we
continue an increasingly sophisticated

recove-

search of the skies for purposeful signals
from the beyond, which tomorrow may
bring.

One of the fantasies that have been re
vived at times is that the putative crea-
tures from out there would be not of €.
H. N & O as we are, but of sterner stufl
like Silicon. Biochemists however warn
that Siis not oo likely a building block.,
The atomic distances are a bil (oo large

and so molecules with lots of S1-S1 bonds
may be prone to falling apart more eas-
ily than molecules with C-C bonds. Also
if excess carbon dioxide brings about a
greenhouse effect, Si02 would also be
trouble since it pretty hard and stony and
insoluble stuff (a rain of sand?). But who
knows what else would be different in a
S1 world? After all, imaginative
Sagan once postulated what creatures on
Venus would have 1o be like. Let's see;
an atmosphere containing sulfuric acid.
a ground temperature of maybe 400C, an
atmospheric density of umpteen bar...
well, nothing so much as a horny hoof
and a thick skin along with a fiery breath
would do. Venus is not inhabited by pul-
chritudinous and delicate creatures but
by nasty devils. And now there is new
evidence for the existence ol Martians:
Is 1t not curious that so many attempts at
reaching Mars have been thwarted?
Could this not be explained hy the pres-
ence of vigilant warriors protecting the
secrets of the Red Planet?. Of course the
two probes that did land and returned pic-

eyer

tures from the surface showed no such
creatures disporting themselves in front
of the lander's TV cameras: Surely that
could goto support the idea that the wily
Martians managed to keep all their kin
out of sight. $0 as not to blow their cover.
Most Martian cities are anyway concen-
trated at the south pole (the Martians do
need water). So the craft that landed there
last December had to be neutralized.
quick quick: they had only a few min-
utes to blind 1t and this was achieved by
covering it with CO2 spow. The anlen
nas were broken ofl to keep it silent

but the Martians had not counted on the
sensitivity of our technologies, There are
reports that perhaps a peep from the bu

ied craft was heard, but then may be per-

haps not ....shhhh radio elescopes of the

world... listen
A hientot Faap
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Mints

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The California TECH is
experiencing technical difficulties.
Please forward all mints to
tech@uges. We the editors
apologize for any inconvenience,

The Caltech
Squad is holding a bake sale on the
Olive Walk Sat., Feb. 5, afternoon,
to raise funds for the new term. Come
by, enjoy good food and support your
Caltech Cheerleading Squad.

Cheerleading

Congressman James Rogan
seeks to fill two internships with
Caltech students for service during
this exciting election year. These
would be paid jobs, and would share
in the joy and labor of the political
apply or

email

campaign. To for
information
vwevseviits.caltech.edu or phone
x9570.

Be a partof the earthquake team.
I'he U.S. Geological Survey (on
campus) is looking for a part time
intern for ongoing monitoring and
programming of an automatic, web-
based system for gathering post-
earthquake shaking and damage data
(see hitp://pasadena. wr.usgs.gov/
ciim_ htmly. Summer work also
possible. More info thru Carrer
Center. Email
wald(agps.caltech.edn.

Caltech guitar classes for the
winter quarter will meet on
Tuesdays in SAC Room 1, starting
on January |1 as follows: Beginning
Guitar Class 4:30 - 5:30 p.m;
Intermediate Guitar Class 3:00 - 4:00
p.m; Advanced Guitar Class 5:30 -
6:30 p.m. Classical and flamenco
but
techniques transfer to other styles of

repertoires are explored,
guitar. The Beginning Class includes
a jazz/folk chord system. Classes are
free to Caltech students and other
members of the Caltech community
(space permitting). Undergrads can
receive 3 units of credit. The
instructor, Darryl Denning, has an
international background in
performance, teaching and recording
(two of his CDs are available in the
Bookstore). Mr. Denning can be
reached at 323-465-0881 or by email
atddenning(@caltech.edu. The guitar
home page is at
www.cco.caltech.edu/~musicpgm/
euitar.html.

Independent Record label look-
ing for part time intern. Duties are
based on background skill Tevel.
Looking for someone reliable and
responsible If you have a resume
please send
vrichter@netcom.com Please also

via email to
visit our website http://vr.dvS.net to
learn more about our company

EVENTS

“Sampling the Universe,”
Beckman Auditorium, on Wed., Feb.
10, 8 p.m. Dr. Edward Stone, director
of the Jet Propulsion Laboratory, will
give this Earnest C. Watson lecture.
Admission is free, for more
information, call 1-888-

2CALTECH.

The Caltech Progressive Coali-
tion presents a free showing of
“Rosewood” on Thursday, February
10 at 7 p.m. in Moore 070 to com-
memorate Black History Month. Re-
freshments will be provided and a
discussion will follow the movie.

John Astin is Edgar Allan Poe
in Once Upon a Midnight on Fri.,
Feb. 11 at 8 p.m. in Caltech’s
Beckman Auditorium. With flashes
and humor, Astin takes the audicnce
through Poe’s life and his frequent
battles with himself. Oscar and
Emmy-nominated Astin is best
known as the original Gomez,
patriarch of The Addams Family.
lickets are $25, §18., $14: youths 12
and under receive $4 off. Student
and senior rush tickets will go on
sale for $10, beginning one-half
hour before the performance.
Tickets can be purchased at the
Caltech Ticket Office, and all
Ticketmaster Ticket Centers., For
more information, call 1-888-
2CALTECH.

The Merchant of Venice, Ramo
Auditorium, Feb, 11,12, 18,19, 25,
26 at 7:30 p.m. and Feb. 13, 20, 27
at 2 p.m., presented by Theater Arts
at Caltech. Admission to be
determined, for more information,
call 1-888-2CALTECH.

Cellist James Wilson and pianist
Joanne Kong will give a free
concert on Sun., Feb. 13 at 3:30 p.m.
in Caltech’s Dabney Lounge. This
is a Paco A. Lagerstrom Chamber
Music Concert. The program will
feature Boccerini, Bolcom, Ginstera,
and Chopin. The concert if open to
public and free of charge. For
information, call 1-888-
2CALTECH.

The vocal ensemble Anonymous
4 will perform on Fri., Feb. 18, at 8
Caltech’s
Auditorium. The program for this

p.m. in Beckman
concert is entitled The second Circle
-- Love Songs of Francesco
Landidni.
renowned for its astonishing vocal
blend and technical virtuosity.
Tickets to this performance are $25,
$21, $17; youths 12 and under
receive $ off. Students and senior
rush tickets will go on sale for $10
beginning one-half hour before the
performance (subject to
availability). Tickets can be
purchased at the Caltech Ticket
Office and all Ticketmaster Ticket
Centers. Call 1-888-2CALTECH for
more information.

Anonymous 4 s

Soweto Street Beat Dance
Theatre will perform on Sat., Feb.
26, at 8 p.m. in Caltech’s Beckman
Auditorium. This all-mail South
African dance company melds
African contemporary, neo-African,
modern African, Afro-fusion, and
new traditional dance. Tickets are
priced at #25, $21, and $17, youths
12 and under receive $4 off. Tickets
can be purchased at the Caltech
Ticket Office and all Ticketmaster
Ticket Centers. Call 1-888-
2CALTECH for more information.

Caltech Folk Music Society
presents William Pint and Felicia
Dale, at 8 p.m. on Feb. 12 in Dabney
Lounge, on Caltech. William Pint
and Felicia Dale, of Seattle, sing a
variety of music relating to those
who live and work on the sea. More
information of the duo is available
at hetp://members.aol.com/
Pinindale. Tickets are available in
advance and at the door, $12 for
adults and $4 for Caltech students
and children under 12. For
additional information, call 1-888-
2CALTECH.

Earthquake preparedness
training will be offered by the
Pasadena Fire Department through

the Safety Office. Training will be
from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon in the
Baxter Lecture Hall on Thu., Mar, 9,
Learn what to do before, during, and
after an carthquake. The session is
limited to the first 100 people who
sign up. For reservations call Caprece
Anderson at x6762.

SCHOLARSHIP

The Jewish Loan Association is
offering interest-free student loans to
qualified individuals for tuition, books
and supplies, and living expenses.
Applicants must have completed a
minimum of one year of
undergraduate study and have a 2.5
GPA or above. For further
information. please contact the Jewish
Free Loan Association at 213-761-
8830 or 8§18-464-3331.

The Asian and Pacific Americans
in Higher Education (APAHE) is
proud to announce that applications
arc now available for the 2000-20001
APAIIE Scholarship Program.
Applicants must be California
residents currently attending a
California college or university. plan
to enroll at least half time in the Fall
2000 term (the award vyear), and
maintain satisfactory academic
progress. Additionally, applicants
must be 21 years old by September 1,
2000, have undergone special life
circumstances and unusual hardships,
have a 3.5 or above GPA, and
demonstrate active community
involvement or volunteer work with
Asian and Pacific American
populations. To apply, applicants must
submit and APAIE Scholarship
Application and Statement of
Candidacy to the Financial Aid.
Applications are available in the
Financial Aid Office. Applicants
materials must be submitted to the
Financial Aid Office by February 4.
2000,

The College Women’s Club of
Pasadena Scholarship Foundation
is accepting applications for
scholarship and fellowship awards for
the 2000-2001 academic. Applicants
must be female, U.S. citizens, full-
time undergraduate and graduate
students, sophomore or above, and
must have a 3.0 or higher GPA. To
apply. applicants must submit and
application form, a one page, typed
essay, a current academic transcript,
and three letters of recommendation,
preferably, from professors familiar
with the student’s aspirations and
achievements. Applications are
available in the Financial Aid Office.
Entries must be submitted to the
Financial Aid Office by February 8,
2000.

The American Chemical Society
Scholars (ACS) Program will award
approximately 100 scholarship awards
to undergraduate students interested
in four-year degrees in the chemical
science. Applicants must be African-

American, Hispanic, or Native
American and be U.S. citizens or
permancnt  residents. These
scholarships are valued at up $2,500
for the academic year. To apply.
applicants must submit a application
form, a current academic transcript,
and two letters of recommendation.
Applications are available in the
Financial Aid Office. Entries must be
submitted to ACS by February
15.2000

The American Society of Naval
Engineers (ASNE) is offering
scholarship awards to $2,500 for
undergraduates and $3.500 for
graduate students for the 2000-2001
academic year. Applicants must be an
U.S. citizen and demonstrate a
genuine interest in a career in naval
engineering. Selection criteria will be
based on the candidate’s academic
record, work history. professional
promise and interest in naval
engineering, extracurricular
activities, and recommendations of
college faculty, employers and others.
Financial may also be
considered. All graduate students
must be members of ASNE or
SNAME. Applications are available
in the Financial Aid Office. For
further information you may contact:
The American Society of Naval
Engineers, 1452 Duke St. Alexandria,
VA 22314 or phone 703-836-6727.
The website address is
www.navalengineers.org/. Entries
must be submitted to ASNE by
February 15, 2000.

need

The Korean American Scholar-
ship Foundation (KASF) is
accepting applications for scholarship
awards ranging from $1,000 to
$5.000. Applicants must be full-time
students of Korean American heritage
enrolled in at least their second year
of undergraduate, graduate school or
professional school in the Western
Region. To apply. applicants must
submit application form: a current
official transcript; two letters of
recommendation; one picture of
applicant take within the last year: and
a copy of the student’s and parent’s
1999 Federa | Income Tax returns.
Applications are available upon
written request by writing to
Scholarship Committee, KASF
Western Region. 3435 Wilshire Blvd,
Suite 2450, Los Angeles, CA 90010
or via the web at www.ksaf org.
Entries must be submitted to KASF
by February 15, 2000.

The American Meteorological
Society is pleased to invite
applications for the 2000-01 AMS/
Industry Undergraduate Scholarships
in the atmospheric and related
oceanic and hydrologic sciences.
Prospective candidates from the
fields of earth sciences and related
fields who intend to pursue careers
in the atmospheric and related
oceanic and hydrologic sciences are
encouraged to apply. The award is
based on merit and awarded to
students who demonstrate potential

for accomplishment in these fields.
Applicants must have successfully
completed two vears ol study by August
2000 at an aceredited institution with a
minimum G.P.A. of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale
and be U.S. citizen or hold permanent
resident status, The scholarships are
available to students who will be juniors
in the fall of 2000. The award is
renewed for the senior vear based on
the recipient’s performance and
recommendation of a faculty advisor.
Applications can be obtained from the
AMS web site at www.ametsoc.org
AMS. Any questions may be directed
to Donna Fernandez, 617-2272426
X246, dfernand@ametsoc.org; ot
Stephanie Armstrong, 617-227-2426
X235, armstrong@ametsoc.org.
Applications must be submitted by
February 25, 2000.

The Dennis W. Cabaret
Scholarship Committee is pleased to
announce availability  of
scholarships for students whose
permanent address is in Orange
County. Applications must have
completed at least one year of college,
have a 3.0 or higher GPA. be currently
enrolled in an institution of higher
education, and clear roots of activism
in the Orange County lesbian and gav
community. The applicants is advised
that the Scholarship Committee may
call him or her for a personal interview.
Applications are available in the
Financial Aid Office. Completed
applications should be sent to Dennis
W. Cabaret Scholarship. ¢/o Thomas .
Peterson, 2821 Cassia St. Newport
Beach, CA 92660. Entries must be
postmarked by FFebruary 29, 2000.

the

The Coalition of Higher Education
Assistance Ovrganizations
(COHEAO) will award six scholarships
to eligible undergraduate students for
the 2000-01 academic year. Applicants
must be U.S. citizens; have a 3.75 or
above GPA; enrolled at a COHEAO
member school; must be entering their
sophomare, junior, or senior year at the
member school: and only one
scholarships per family per academic
vear will be awarded. Further
information about the COHEAO
scholarship is only avaitable via the
web at www.coheao.com
scholarframe html.  To apply,
applicants must submit a typed
application. 300 word or less typed
essay response, academic letter of
recommendation. and seal official cop
of your most recent transcript. Please
send application materials to COHEAQ
Scholarship Committee, 809 S
Marshfield Ave. M/C 557. Chicago. IL
60612. Application materials must be
submitted by March 1. 2000.
T O A T AT T T B T

To submit an event for the Mints,
contact rech@ugces.caltech. edu ot
mail your announcement to Caltech
40-58 Attn: Mints. Submissions
should be brief and concise. Emall
is preferred. The editors reserve the
right to edit and abridge all matenal
Deadline is noon Wednesday. Unless
specified, all mints will run for two
weeks.

Caltech 40-58
Pasadena, CA 91126
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