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DEAN

The signs pointing to an immedi-
ately impending ditch day are so nu-
merous that tomorrow could be to-
day. Or may be it was yesterday.
Whichever day this is, my thoughts
have turned to the fate of the seniors.
Leaving their stacks behind on Dday
they will (have.. sorry for the con-
fusion about tenses) discreetly dis-
appear (ed), taking refuge at one of
the local beaches, in order to avoid
being tied to a tree. [ can just imag-
ine the poor fellows, exhausted from
their exertions, having acted as
building contractors, game design-
ers, riddle writers, fairy tale spinners,
movie directors, who knows what
else, almost forgetting that they are
students, with lab reports to finish,
home work sets to do, campus jobs
to continue.

By now I imagine that even they
(after being well trained by Tech for
the last 4 years), even they should
be drained of all energy, and have
probably not slept for the last three
days. Here they are pulling off the
freeway, into a parking lot in Malibu
or even further up the coast. Mo-
mentarily invigorated by the fresh
salt air, they stagger onto the beach,
change, spread out their towels, plac-
ing stones or little piles of sand at
the comers to keep them from fly-
ing off in the wind. Having un-
packed their gear, they plonk them-
selves right there, gazing vaguely to-
wards the horizon, deafened by the
surprising roar of the sea, thinking
worriedly about their stackees, rack-
ing their brains to imagine what is
happening back on Campus, and
then stretch out and snuggle into
the sand.

I want to write that the sun beats
on them, mercilessly. I can’t do that
since Sol has recently had some dif-
ficulty in piercing the fog, specially
near the coast. We are close to June
gloom, this unexpected feature of
Southern California weather. Still,
by going to the beach, they are in
grave danger of exposing them-
selves to the harmful rays of our star.
Now perhaps what [ write is going
to be too late since the “tomorrow”
day at the beach might already have
taken place for this year, but I know
that in the months to come, all of
you will be exposed to the same dan-
ger.

So I will share with you an article
on “sunscreens” that I have just
come across in the June 2001 of
Consumer Report You know, of
course, that exposure to the sun is a
major cause of skin cancer and ac-
cording to the article I mentioned
more than a million cases will be
diagnosed this year. Of these, more

Dean’s Corner

Plop

by Jean-Paul Revel

th an

50,000 will be ma-

lignant melanoma, an often
lethal cancer.

The damage 1s caused by the UV
radiation between 315 and 280 nm.
This so-called UV-B, is primarily
responsible for skin buming and skin
cancer. Radiation in this range is
partially absorbed by the ozone
layer, the thickness of which con-
trols how much arrives at the sur-
face. This is the basis for concern
about the destruction of the ozone
layer by fluorocarbon emissions.
UV radiation in the range of 400 -
315 nm, (UV-A) is responsible for
tanning and can also cause serious
skin damage. Almost all of the UV-

CLUB
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A pen-
etrates the atmo-
sphere.

A very effective way to protect
oneself is to wear clothing, long
pants or dress, long sleeved shirt, and
also a wide brim hat and UV ab-
sorbing sunglasses. Somehow the
idea dressing up for the beach seems
to be incongruous in these days of
fashionable undress. Christine
Gorman in Time magazine (151,
n025,1998) calls this slip, slap (on a
shirt, on a hat). So if you don’t like
slip slap, maybe the solution for you
is, as she says, slop, i.e. to use sun-
screen lotion instead. They are de-
signed to either absorb or reflect the
nefarious radiation.

Anidea of the effectiveness of the
oroducts available is given by their
“skin protection factor”, or SPE. To
find out what that represents, you
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- 12X DVD Rom Drive

- 12X10X32 CD-Rewriter
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- 56K v.90 Fax Modem
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AMD:

first have to time how long it takes
you personally to get sunburned. If
you normally burn after five min-
utes, then rubbing on a sunscreen of
SPF 15 the next time you go out,
means that you will be protected for
about fifteen times five minutes, 1.e.
11/4hours. A good shirt apparently
has an SPF of fifteen.

While product with SPF as high
as 65 can be found on the market, it
makes not much sense touse a prod-
uct with an SPF higher than 30
which already blocks nearly 97% of
the UV B. One can not rely com-
pletely on the SPF number in esti-
mating protection since factors such
as perspiration , swimming, or dry-
ing off with a towel decrease pro-
tection available. Also to be effec-
tive, the sunscreen must be absorbed
by the skin, and so must be applied
at least fifteen minutes before ex-
posure.

Soseniors, and the rest of you too,
stop at the drug store or go to the
appropriate grocery store shelf and
get yourself a supply of sunscreen
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before exposing yourself. The Con-
sumer Reports article details how to
goabout it. What is surprising is that
that different products by the same
manufacturer vary in effectiveness.
Contrary to the common saying, you
cannot trust the brand name. Nor is
price a good indicator. One of the
most effective lotions is the cheap-
est they tested. RiteAid sunblock,
SPF 30, costs around $0.5 /fl.oz.
compared to sticks which cost al-
most 10 times more. I was disap-
pointed that CR had not tested Bull-
frog. I like the zany name and watch-
ing our Caltech frogs sun themselves
in the pool by Thomas, I am sure
they know something we don’t; plop
there goes one.

A bientot

Jean-Paul Revel
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The Caltech Student Investment Fund will continue to distribute funds to Caltech clubs.
We are a non-profit group of people learning about the stock market and the art of invest-
ment, and having lots of fun along the way. If you would like to apply for a given amount of
money for your club, you can download an application form from www.its.caltech.edu/~sif/
clubs.html. Funds are limited and the deadline for applications is June 10.

Work-Study Opportunity at JPL: Compton Gamma-Ray Observatory Archival Data
Analysis for Studying Temporal and Spectral Properties of Gamma-Ray Sources. This is an
announcement of opportunity for | or 2 undergraduate students in physics or astronomy to
participate in a part-time work-study research program to process and analyze archival data
obtained by the Burst and Transient Spectroscopy Experiment (BATSE) onboard the NASA
Compton Gamma-Ray Observatory. The major scientific objective is to study the properties
of gamma-ray emission from cosmic sources including black holes and active galactic nu-
clei and neutron-star systems. For this research, it would be useful if the student had some
experience with programming as well as working with the Interactive Data Language (IDL)
package. Employment would be on a part-time work-study basis during the school year and
possibly up to 40 hours per week during the summer. Contact information: Dr. James C.
Ling. JPL 169-327. Phone: (818)354-2819. E-mail: james.c.ling @jpl.nasa.gov

Guitar classes at CIT for the spring quarter will meet on Tuesdays in SAC Room 1,
starting on April 3 as follows: Beginning Guitar Class 4:30 PM - 5:30 PM. Intermediate
Guitar Class 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM. Advanced Guitar Class 5:30 PM - 6:30 PM. Classical and
flamenco repertoires are explored. but techniques transfer to other styles of guitar. The Be-
ginning Class includes a jazz/folk chord system. Classes are free to Caltech students and
other members of the Caltech community (space permitting). Undergrads can receive 3 units
of credit. The instructor, Darryl Denning, has an international background in peformance,
teaching and recording (two of his CDs are available in the Bookstore). Mr. Denning can be
reached at (323) 465-0881 or by email at: ddenning @ caltech.edu. The Guitar Home Page is
atwww.music.caltech.edu/guitar. html

Caltech Ballroom Dance Club offers: ARGENTINE TANGO for beginners: 7:30 - 9:00pm
Mon. May 21, Winnett. This professionally taught class is the third of a five-lesson series -
if you missed the previous lessons, still come if you know the basic figure- you can learn the
new figures taught this session. $5 per lesson for undergrads, $7/lesson for others. WEST
COAST SWING for beginners: 7:30-9:00pm Wed. May 23, Winnett. This volunteer-taught
class is the third of a five-lesson series - if you missed the previous lessons, still come if you
know the basic figure- you can learn the new figures taught this session. Free for Caltech
freshmen, $1 for others. No partner required. Refreshments and a half-hour practice period
will follow each class. FREE MINI-BALLROOM DANCE PARTY after each Monday
lesson; 9:30-100pm, Winnett.

The dance troupe will be offering FREE dance classes Spring quarter. On Thursdays
from 9-10:30pm. an introduction to modern dance series will be taught by professional in-
structor Liz Maxwell. Ms. Maxwell received her BFA and MFA degrees from The Juilliard
School and the University of Washington, respectively. She has spent 30 years in modern
dance. touring extensively throughout the US and Europe with several distinguished compa-
nies. Relocating to LA in 1994, Ms. Maxwell has been on the faculty of CalArts, CSULB,
Moorpark. Loyola Marymount. and Scripps teaching dance technique, composition, and
specializing in dance history. These classes will begin on April 12 and run through May 31
in the Braun multipurpose room. No prior experience is required, and no special clothing or
shoes are needed. Free ballet classes taught by volunteer instructors will begin April 7. Be-
ginning ballet meets from [-2pm, intermediate ballet meets from 2-3pm, and advanced bal-
let meets from 3-4pm. For the beginning class. no special shoes are required. For more
information. please visit our website at www.its.caltech.edu/~troupe. To sign up on our mail-
ing listor to reserve a place in the modern class, please send an email to troupe @caltech.edu.

Gay/Lesbian/Bisexual Discussion Group: Looking for a safe and supportive place to
discuss issue such as coming out, being out, dealing with family, coping with a homophobic
culture, and being GLB at Caltech? Want somewhere just to make new friends? We invite
you to the Gay/Lesbian/Bisexual Discussion Group, which meets on the first and third Tues-
days of each month from 8:15 until 10:15pm in the Health Center Lounge. This is a confi-
dential meeting and does not imply anything about a person's sexual orientation - only that s/
he is willing to be supportive in this setting. The group usually discusses a particular rel-
evant topic and then moves on to the general discussion. Refreshments are served. If you
would like more information, please call ext. 8331

Community Service Opportunities Abound! The Caltech Y offers students and staff a
variety of ways to participate in community service. Opportunities include working with
Habitat for Humanity, Union Station Homeless Shelter, math tutoring (on or off campus),
reading tutoring, and working at local hospitals. One-time community service events are
planned each term and opportunities for service on a regular basis exist. Undergraduates
with federal work-study can receive $15/hr for their community service work. To be added
to the community service interest email list, or for more information about the Community
Service Program, please contact Kristin Abbott at kabbott@ caltech.edu or call 626/395-
3180. Or, stop by the Caltech Y in the Center for Student Services (formerly Keck House)
for a complete listing of opportunities.
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The Financial Aid Office has applications and/or information on the following as well
as additional undergraduate scholarships. All qualified students are encouraged to ap-
ply. Our office is located at 355 S. Holliston, second floor.

Please visit our web site at http://www.finaid.caltech.edu/news.html for complete in-
formation on the following scholarships:

* Measurement Science Conference - (MSC) Year 2002 Scholarship Awards
* Scholarships sponsored by SHARE

* Windstar Environmental Studies Scholarship Program for 2001

* Vermont Student Assistance Corporation

* National Institutes of Health Scholarship Program

* John Gyles Education Awards

Summer Work Study: Information and applications for 2001 Summer Work Study are
available in the Financial Aid Office. If you are interested in Summer Work Study,
please submit the required application as soon as possible, but no later than June 1,
2001. Your entire financial aid application must be complete by June Ist in order to be
considered for Summer Work Study. If awarded, the work study funding will begin with
the July 2nd payroil.
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California Institute Of Technology Division of the Humanities and Social Sciences semi-
nar on science, ethics, and public policy. Dr. Mark Colyvan. Lecturer in Philosophy, Uni-
versity of Tasmania. “Is it a Crime to Belong to a Reference Class?” Room 25, Baxter
Building, Thursday, May 24, 2001, 4:00 PM. Refreshments will be served. Seminars are on
the Caltech campus and are open to the community at no charge. For information, contact
Michelle Reinschmidt at (626) 395-4087 or michelle @hss.caltech.edu. For a complete list
of SEPP Seminars and Harris Lectures scheduled for this academic year, visit our web site:
http://www.hss.caltech.edu/ses/SEPP.html

KELROF is a 24-hour relay run that happens every year around the end of third term,
down at the Caltech track. Participants form teams of 2-10 people and take turns running (or
walking) around the track. The key is to have one person from your team going around the
track at all times. KELROF is happening Saturday, May 19th, to Sunday, May 20th. from
8AM to 8AM. The event is open to everyone (undergrads, grads, faculty, staff,...). There
will be free food throughout the event, and T-shirts for the participants. This is not a compe-
tition—you don’t have to be a runner to participate!!! Form a team and come down to the
track (the more people on your team, the more rest you get...), or come down and join a
team when you get there. Or just come down and cheer on the other runners/walkers. It you
have any questions, please email Zach Medin (zachary@its.caltech.edu). Sponsored by
ASCIT, the Caltech Y, Res Life, and the Dean’s office

Forum On Preventing Youth Violence: May 29th, 2001, 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. at Muir
High School. Come hear youth talk about violence and how to prevent it. Issues of School
Shootings, Gang Violence, Bullying, Relationship Violence, and others are open for discus-
sion. Youth Representatives will talk about violence issues that affect them and possible
solutions, and will ask questions of the panelists. Representatives will include: PUSD El-
ementary, Middle and High Schools, including Youth on Probation and Ex-gang Members.
Leaders in our community will be there to answer questions from the youth, discuss exist-
ing programs and new ideas from the youth. Panelists will include: PUSD - Interim Super-
intendent - Dr. Edgar Seal, Interim Police Chief - Bill Saltzman Pasadena Police Depart-
ment - Lieutenant Darryl Qualls Altadena Sheriff Department - Captain Ronnie Williams
Community Non-Violence Resource Center - Ray Ramirez. Facilitated by the Coalition For
Zero Violence. Sponsored by the Coalition For Zero Violence, the Community Non-Vio-
lence Resource Center (CNRC), Day One and the Human Relations Commission.

Caltech students will present three different chamber music concerts between May 18th and 20th:

(1) Chamber Music at Noon: Friday, May 18 - 12:00 - Dabney Lounge. Piano trio by
Granados, music for three flutes, and Beethoven’s String Quartet Op. 59, No. | FREE LUNCH
FOR 100 PEOPLE.

(2) Caltech Chamber Music: Friday, May 18 - 8 PM - Dabney Lounge sonatas by Bach,
Telemann and Schickhardt; trios by Beethoven and Martinu; a string quartet by Schubert;
and music for brass quintet by Malcolm Arnold.

(3) Caltech Chamber Music: Sunday, May 20 - 3:30 PM - Dabney Lounge. Music by
Haydn, Beethoven, Dvorak, and Bruch, plus a little Scottish music and a little ragtime.
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