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Comics 
DILBERT® by Scott Adams 

THE EVIL H.R. DIRECTOR 

WHI\T NEW EVIL DO 
YOU BRING ME, 
UNION STEWI\RD 
5TUI\RT? ' 

OUR NEW OFFICE 
BUILDING WILL BE 
I\N I\RCHITECTURI\L 
MASTERPIECE! 

MY PHILOSOPHY 
IS, MEI\SURE 
lWICE ... 

YOUR OFFICE 
IS TOO FI\R 
FROM THE 
EXECUTIVE 
OFFICES. 

EMPLOYEES SHOULD 
NOT BE I\LLOWED 
TO MOVE COMPI\NY 
COMPUTERS.THI\TS 
UNION WORK. 

THE VOICES IN MY 
HEI\D I\RE SHOUTING 
"NO STORI\GE 
SPI\CE! NO 5TORI\GE 
SPI\CE!" 

THEN CUT 
lWICE, THEN 
UH ... 

\ 

THEY I\RE I\CTIVEL Y 
FORGETTING YOUR 
NI\ME EVEN I\S 
WE SPEI\K. IT'S 
GOING ... GOING ... 

GIVE THE 
TI\PE MEI\SURE 
1\ MD 
PERFORMANCE 
REVIEW? 

CI\ROL, WE 
HI\VE TO 
MOVE MY 
OFFICE! 

PERFORMANCE REVIEW ~ ~ 
<; I DIDN'T GIVE .; 

'LI\STL Y, WHI\T ® TH£I'\ THE BEATING~ ~ 
HI\VE YOU DONE i THEY 50 RICHL Y ~ 
TO IMPROVE ~ DESERVED. : 
THE MORI\LE ~ ) • 

I'LL SHORTEN 
THI\T TO 

OF YOUR ~ 1 
CO-WORKERS? ~ ~ 

"TEAM PLAYER"? .,----. 

"--! ~ 

__ ~~ __ ~::::i~~~~~~~O~=-____ ~~~ 

by Kenneth Kuo 

Welcome to a new school 
year at Caltech, where won­
ders will never cease (nor 
will the misery). Like any 
new year, this one provides 
an opportunity to experi­
ment with new ideas and ac­
tivities. This year, consider 
involving yourself with the 
Caltech Y. 

The Caltech Y is one of the 
most active clubs/organiza-:­
tions on campus. It sponsors 
activities like Compression; 

Y Hikes, Dec'ompression, 'opportunities to enrich stu­
and Noon Concerts. Prima- dent life; to enable students 
rily, the Y provides students to learn about themselves 
with the opportunity to get and their place in the world 
away from Caltech to do a community through in­
couple of things: help some-' creased social, ethical, and 
one in need (e.g. tutoring, cultural awareness; and to 
Union Station [homeless address unmet student 
shelter], Christmas in needs." 
April), and enjoy oneself One should note that for 
(e.g. ASCIT/Y Beach trip, most people, college is not 
day hikes, Alternative entirely about academics­
Spring Break). there is always a personal 

Today we will sponsor our growth side that should be 
first noon concert of the year addressed. 
on the north end of Winnett To learn more about what 
Student Center. It will fea- the Y does, please come to 
ture Brigette Roth, Caltech our meetings. They are held 
Class of 1999, who has re- on Mondays from 12:15PM 
turned from her one-year to about 12:55 PM in the Y 
world tour of street perfor- Lounge, located on the first 
mance. floor of Keck House. So 

As indicated in our mis- bring your lunch, a friend, a 
sion statement, the Y exists book, and most of all, your 
to "provide resources and ideas. 

FoxTrot by Bill.Amend 

TutOrs Wanred! SAT & Academic S~bj. 
Score! Prep, the nation's fastest-growing In­
home tutoring service needs tutors with high 
S.A.T. scores & for all academic subjects. 
Reliable transport req'd. Flex. Hours, $16/hr. 
Call (310)446-2161 to 

www.statravel.com 



The California Tech 7 October 6, 2000 

After weeks of exertions - trans­
lational, rotational and emotional, 
after another week of living out 
of suitcases, having dinner in dif­
ferent places each night, and 
meeting all kinds of people, you 
have finally reached a haven, a 
place more or less your own. You 
have also lost a major source of 
distractions, all the carousing and 
evaluating and deciding where 
youwQuldfit in best, where the 
. atmosphere is most congenial. 
The time has come to concentrate 
on the real reason you are here at 
Caltech, at least so I believe, and 
that is to build up your knowledge 
and your skills, to explore, to form 
the basis on which to build the rest 
of your lives. Can I say it? You 
won't laugh, will you, or worse 
yet, smirk? I envy you! You have 
a chance to walk through any of 
dozens of doors, each leading to 
an enthralling career, a life of dis­
covery and understanding, of in­
tellectual satisfaction. I don't 
know, maybe it is not cool to drool 

·5 
:p 

Dean 
Dean's Corner 
The Caltech Olympics The 

concentration as they might have, 
once victory seemed to be at hand. 
Everything you need to succeed 
is here. All you need to do is to 
avail yourself of the opportunities. 
You know, we are a small school, 
we have small classes, famous 
profs and many dedicated teach­
ers. We have selected super bright 
people to be your classmates, and 
what with everything else we pro­
vide, and your own well directed 
efforts, it should be a winning 
combination. Yet not all students 
manage to perform at the expected 
level. One reason seems to be that 
when you get here, there are many 
things which compete for your 
attention. Concentration is as es­
'sential to scholastic performance 
as it is for athletic success. Un­
fortunately school work is far 

from being the only thing on your 
mind, and it may not even be the 
topmost one. You need to tryout 
your wings, to explore new areas, 
to make new friends, to establish 
connections, to find a copacetic 
niche. All of this takes energy and 
,time away from your studies. To. 
succeed you have to learn to bal­
ance intellectual and worldly en­
deavors. In fact some of the rea­
sons the first two terms are pass/ 
fail is to give you time to learn to 
balance these conflicting de­
mands, and to get accustomed to 
the pace and depth that we de­
mand. Contrary to common lore 
P/F is not about painlessly taking 
courses that are too advanced, or 
reputed to be difficult. So now 

by Jean-Paul Revel 
(yuck, 

right, not cool 
and not sanitary either), 

anyway to go gaga (well I hope 
not gaga, but, you know, you 
know, like, gaga) over all the won­
derful futures that await you. But 
let me indulge in my dream. To 
reach and exploit these treasures 
you must be well prepared. That 
is no different from other endeav­
ors, say the Olympics, to choose 

the example du jour. There as 
here, beyond mere ability, there 
has to be an urge to do well, a 
drive to practice, practice, try 
again, pick oneself up after fail­
ures and push, push beyond what 
you thought was possible. Actu­
ally I know little about sports, and 
did not follow the Olympics at­
tentively. Completely by chance, 
while dial surfing, I came across 
a match between the US men's· 
basketball team, and that from 
Lithuania. The US, I gatnered, had 
squandered a large early advan­
tage, and when I started watching, 
the lead was seesawing between 
the two teams. The US won, but 
if the game had ended a few sec­
onds earlier, they would have lost. 

commentators 
kept prattling on about 

how unexpected it was to have the 
US team, composed ofNBA play; 
ers and with a history of victories, 
challenged by players from a little 
country on the shores of the Bal­
tic sea, with a population less than 
that of Sidney. Patronizingly they 
congratulated the losing team, 
gargling with champagne poured 
out for a victory which seemed to 
me earned by accident. In the fi­
nal match for the gold (against 
France) the U.S. team again 

barely managed to win. Now I 
have already said that I do not 
know much about sports. (That 
makes it much easier to pontifi­
cate). Perhaps the reporter's com­
ments were justified, and the 
Lithuanians, besides being 
plucky, had been lucky. Without 
little accidents offate, they would 
not have gotten that far. But I can't 
help but think that the US team 
behaved as I hope you will not. 
They were talented (in Caltech 
terms, very bright), they were 
good at the game (after all, they 
are pros). But maybe they were 
so sure of themselves, so certain 
they would vanquish, that they did 
not practice hardto be a team, or 
apply themselves with as much 

VISOR 
taking notes. 

how should you react if things go 
wrong? In the Olympics all you 
can do is keep a stiff upper lip and 
gamely cheer your competitor's 
gold medal. Here at school, you 
are still in training and failure 
means a chance to recognize and 
correct problems. To start with. 
make sure that you participate in 
the learning activities which are 
being offered. I mean going to Iec­
tures, at the price of getting up in 
the morning, attending recitations, 
participating in discussion groups. 
There is no shame in talking about 
your problems to others. Talk to 
successful upperclassmates, your 
faculty advisor or TA, or with one 
of the deans. There is no point in 
going to school if you insist on 
doing it alone. You might as well 
sit in your mom's living room, 

surrounded with textbooks. It 
would be cheaper and much co­
zier. So swallow your pride and 
ask for help, today; if you wait for 
tomorrow, things may be worse . 
All of you are capable of operat­
ing at the highest level. Those of 
you who have problems often just 
do not take advantage of all of the 
support systems. Can you imag­
ine an Olympian making do with­
out a coach, a masseur and per­
haps even a sports psychologist? 
So why not you?A bientot. 

Jean-Paul Revel 

More than just an electronic organizer, now the Visor~ handheld can be a part of a mobile note-taking 

system with the Go-Type!~ portable keyboard. Together, they make typing information a no-brainer. 

And since the keyboard serves as a cradle you can even hotsync with your desktop computer . 

. The Visor Go-Type!~ system is perfect for back-to-school. But this offer is only available online and for 

a limited time. This year, take notes to the extreme. With Visorw. 

/.r 
handspring-

$40 vatue Software Bundle From LandWarelncludes: WOITISleuth Thesaurus / TakeNoteJ Text Editor 
, ' VIfJJCIf' and Ocr Typ&t'lIOId sepeNl\<!Jy LandWare~ and Go-Typ&!" a.a tfa.demarks 01 LaodWam. Inc 
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ANNOUNCEM'ENTS 

Center for Student Services 
Open House on Tuesday, Oct. 10, 
2000 from 3-5 p,m. The building 
is located at 414 S. Holliston. The 
campus community is invited to 
join Student Affairs at an Open 
House for the new Center for Stu­
dent Services. The Open House 
will begin with brief remarks from 
Pres. Baltimore, Provost Koonin 
and VP for Student Affairs 
Brennen. There will be refresh­
ments and entertainment. Compli­
mentary phone cards will be given 
to the first 150 to arrive. Please 
come and tour the building. 

Additional HSS Course An­
nouncement for Fall Term 2000-
01: Lit 129 Austen, Bronte, Woolf 
An introduction to four of the most. 
important English writers of the 
nineteenth and early-twentieth cen­
turies. Understanding these nov­
elists as a tradition, we will pay par­
ticular attention to formal develop­
ments in the Novel from the mar­
riage plot through modernism. 
Jane Austen, Charlotte and Emily 
Bronte, and Virginia Woolf's ma­
jor works-including but not limited 
to Emma, Persuasion, Jane Eyre, 
Wuthering Heights, Mrs. 
Dalloway, To the Lighthouse. In­
structor: King; TTH 1-2:30; Lit 

101 Elementary Chinese I - In­
structor: Ming; OM, M 7:30pm 125 
Baxter; SS 200 Reasoning about 
Knowledge - Instructor: Heifetz; 
ITH 10:30-12 27 Gates. Courses 
that did not make fall term pre-reg­
istration: Lit 123 The Nineteenth­
Century English Novel did not 
make fall term pre-registration. It 
will be offered on W 1-4pm in 127 
Baxter - Instructor: King 

CIT Guitar Classes for the 
spring quarter will meet on Tues­
days in SAC Room I, starting on 
October 3 as follows: Beginning 
Guitar Class: 4:30 PM - 5:30 PM, 
Intermediate Guitar Class: 3:00 PM 
- 4:00 PM, Advanced Guitar Class: 
5:30 PM - 6:30 PM. Classical and 
flamenco repertoires are explored, 
but techniques transfer to other 
styles of guitar. The Beginning 
Class includes a jazz/folk chord 
system. Classes are free to Caltech 
students and other members of the 
Cal tech community (space permit­

ting). Undergrads can receive 3 
units of credit. The instructor, 
Darryl Denning, has an interna­

tional hackground in peformancc, 
teaching and recording (two of his 
CDs are available in the Book­
store). Mr. Denning can be reached 
at (323) 465-0881 or by email at: 
ddenning@caltech.edu. The Gui­
tar Home Page is at: 
www.cco.caltech.edu/-musicpgm/ 
guitar.html 

The CaItech Ballroom Dance 
Club [CBDC] continues its offer­
ings of dance classes arid parties for 
the new term. Beginning West 
Coast Swing - taught by a profes­
sional dance instructor, five week 
series starting Mon 2 Oct'OO: $20/ 
series for undergraduates, $30/se­
ries for others. The lessons will be 
held from 7:30 to 9:00 pm on Mon 
in the Winnett Lounge with a 112 
hr. practice period after each les­
son. Refreshments will be pro­
vided, and no partner is required. 

Beginning Argentine Tango -
"Amateur"-taught, four week se­
ries starting Wed 4 Oct'OO , free 
for undergraduates, $1.00/lesson 
for others. The lessons will be held 
from 7:30 to 9:0Q pm on Wed in 
the Winnett Lounge, with refresh­
ments and a 112 hr. practice period 
after each lesson. Refreshments 
will be provided, and no partner is 
required. 

For last minute changes see 
its.caltech.edu/-ballroom, or call 
Don at 626-791-3103 

NCIIA 5th Annual Conference 
call for papers submission deadline 
extended to Sep. 30, 2000. The Na­
tional Collegiate Inventors and In­
novators Alliance (NCIIA) invites 
proposals for conference sessions 
for our 5th Annual Meeting on 
March 6-9, 2001 in Washington, 
DC. We invite proposals for inter­
active and creative presentations, 
panels, poster sessions, and work­
shops on innovative programs, 
courses, and approaches to teach­
ing innovation and entrepreneur­
ship at the graduate and under­
graduate level. Complete submis­
sion instructions appear on our web' 
site at http://www.nciia.org/events/ 
confOl.shtml . All submissions 
must be received by September 30, 
2000. We will notify submitters of 
the status of their proposals by 
November 1 st. 

EVENTS 

Announcement of the Fall Meet­
ing Caltech Science Education 
Club, Tuesday, October 17,2000 
5:15 p.m. 287 S. Hill Ave (Build­
ing 98 on the campus map) **Pizza 
provided** Open to all Caltech 
students, faculty, staff, graduates 
and Pasadena area community 
members. Topic: "Make No Small 
Plans in Science Education." Here 
is an opportunity to find out about 

some creative large scale projects 
in Science Education. Featured 
presenters: Dr. David Goodstein, 
Caltech Vice Provost and Gilloon 
Distinguished Teaching and Ser­
vice Professor of Physics and Ap­
plied Physics. Dr. Jennifer Yure­
Director of Science Instruction 
(PUSD) and a founder of the 
S.E.E.D. Project. Dr. Jim Folsom, 
Director of the Huntington Botani­
cal Gardens, San Marino, Califor­
nia-As Director of the Hunting­
ton Botanical Gardens, Dr. Folsom 
has promoted development of the 

gardens and research in 
botany.***Please let us know if 
you are planning to attend the 
meeting on October 17th so we can 
reserve a place for you (and pizza 
too!). Email Art Hammon at 
ahammon@caltech.edu or leave a 
phone message with the CAPSI re­
ceptionist at x3222 

. Join A very house for the first 
fire side chat on Wednesday, Oc­
tober 11 at 7pm in the Avery Li­
brary. The Einstein Papers Project 
at Caltech: A conversation with 
Prof. A. Kox, Pieter Zeeman Prof. 
of the History of Science at the 
University of Amsterdam and 
Diana Barkan, Assoc. Prof. of His­
tory at Cal tech. For more infor­
mation, please view the following 
web . sites. http:// 
soliton. wins.uva.nl/-koxl or http:/ 
/www.einstein.caltech.edu.Re-

Mints 
freshments will be provided. 

The CaItech Ballroom Dance 
Club hosts a series of weekly 
"mini-parties", i.e., no lesson/dem­
onstration or theme as done for the 
"regular" parties. The parties are 
free and take place in Winnett 
Lounge after each pro-taught class 
[West Coast Swing for the first half 
of the Fall'OO term and probably 
the Lindy for the second half] on 
Mon from 9:00-11 :OOpm. Refresh­
ments are provided and no partner 
is required. From 9:00 to 9:30pm 
music pertaining to the previous 
class will be played, but after 
9:30pm feel free to make requests 
or bring your own music. 

A Milonga [Argentine Dance 
Party], will be held 8:00-1159 pm 
in Dabney Lounge Fri 20 Oct'OO. 
The party is free, refreshments will 
be provided, and no partner is re­
quired. For last minute changes see 
its.caltech.edul-ballroom, or call 
Don at 626-791-3103 

Science, Ethics, and Public 
Policy Lecture Series for Fall 
Quarter 2000: 

Dr. Anne Kox, Pieter Zeeman 
Professor of History of Physics, In­
stitute of Theoretical Physics Uni­
versity of Amsterdam, Lorentz vs. 
Einstein: The Special Theory of 
Relativity in Historical Context 
Thursday, October 5, 2000 4:00 
p.m. Room 25 Baxter Building 

Dr. Andrew Scull, Professor of 
Sociology and Science Studies, 
The University of California, San 
Diego, Combatting the Perils of 
Pus Infection: A Cautionary Tale 
from the History of Psychiatry, 
Wednesday, October 18, 2000 
4:00 p.m. Room 25 Baxter Build­
ing 

Dr. Myles W. Jackson, Assistant 
Professor of the History of Science, 
Willamette University, The Stan­
dardization of Aesthetic Qualities: 
Physics and Music in Nineteenth­
Century Germany, Thursday, No­
vember 9,2000 4:00 p.m. Room 
25 Baxter Building 

The William and Myrtle Harris 
Distinguished Lectureship in Sci­
ence and Civilization presents Dr. 
Peter Galison, Professor of the His­
tory or" Science and of Physicsm, 
Harvard University, Poincare's 
Maps and Einstein's Clocks, Fri­
day, December 1,2000 4:00 p.m. 
Beckman Institute Auditorium 

Seminars are on the Cal tech cam­
pus and are open to the community 
at no charge. For information, con­
tact Michelle Reinschmidt at (626) 

395-4087 or 
michelle@hss.caltech.edu. For a 
complete list of SEPP Seminars 
and Harris Lectures scheduled for 
this academic year visit our 
Web~ite: http:// 
www.hss.caltech.edu/ses/ 
SEPP.html 

The Financial Aid Office has ap­
plications and/or information on the 
following as well as additional un­
derg;aduate scholarships. All quali­
fied students are encouraged to ap­
ply. Our office is located at 5 J 5 S. 
Wilson, second floor. 

* The Hispanic Scholarship Fund 
(formerly the National Hispanic 
Scholarship Fund) is accepting ap­
plications for scholarship awards 
ranging from $1,000 to $3,000. 
Applicants must be U.S. citizens or 
permanent residents of Hispanic 
heritage, full-time undergraduate 
work with a minimum 2.7 GP A. For 
further information about HSF, in­
formative links, and tips for apply­
ing, visit their web site at 
www.HSF.net. Applications are 
available in the Financial Aid Office 
and Office of Minority Student Af­
fairs. Entries must be submitted to 
the Hispanic Scholarship Fund 
(HSF) by October 15,2000. 

* The Measurement Science Con­
ference (MSC) has established schol­
arships to students in an Engineer­
ing or Science or Quality Assurance 
degree program. The scholarship 
program places emphasis on papers 
or projects that discuss the advance­
ment of measurement science tech­
nology. Applicants must be U.S. citi­

zens, have a overall grade point av­
erage of 3.2 or higher, completed at 
24 units of upper division courses in 
Engineering or Science degree or 
five courses in a Masters Degree Pro­
gram in Quality Assurance. Current 
members of the Measurement Sci­
ence Conference Committee are in­
eligible for this scholarship award. 
Also, applicants must be able to at­
tend the Measurement Science Con­
ference luncheon held on January 18, 
2001, at the Disneyland Convention 
Center in Anaheim, California. Ap­
plications are available in the Finan­

cial Aid Office. For further infor­
mation regarding MSC Scholarships, 
you may contact: Rick Careyette, 
MSC Scholarships Chairperson, 
Teledyne Electronics Technologies, 
Marina del Rey Facility, 12964 
Panama Street, Los Angeles, CA 
90066-6534. Entries must be sub­
mitted to Teledyne Electronics Tech­
nologies by December 1, 2000. 

* The APCEA Copernicus Foun­
dation is or"fering a $2,000 scholar­

ship to eligible students working to­
wards an undetgraduate technology 
degree in the fields of computer en­

gineering technology, computer in­
formation systems, and electronics 
engineering technology. Applicants 
must be enrolled full-time in a tech­
nology related curriculum at any 
four-year institution in the U.S., be a 
U.S. citizen, and be a sophomore or 
junior at the time of application. 
Special consideration will be given 
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to military enlisted candidates. F, 
further information regarding tl 
AFCEA Copernicus Foundati( 
Scholarship, you may contac 
Norma Corrales at (703) 631-614 
e-mail scholarship@afcea:org, I 

visit their web site at www.afcea.or 
Entries must be submitted to AFCE 
Educational Foundation by Noven 
ber 1,2000. 

* The National Academy fl 
Nuclear Training is offering $2,5( 
scholarships to eligible students m 
joring in nuclear engineering, pow 
generation health physics, electric 
or mechanical engineering, or chern 
cal engineering with nuclear I 

power option. Applicants must I 
U.S. Citizens, enrolled full-time in 
four· year accredited institutiol 
minimum GPA of 3.0 or higher, ar 
interested in nuclear power career 
Additionally, scholarships will be n 
newed for current Academy scho 
ars who maintain their eligibility. Pi 
further information on the Nation 
Academy Educational Assistanc 
programs, please visit www.hei.or: 
Applications are available In the F 
nancial Aid Office. Please send con 
pleted application materials to: N 
tional Academy for Nuclear Trait 
ing, Scholarship Review Committtl 
P.O. Box 6302, Princeton, NJ 08541 
6302. Entries must be submitted I 
the National Academy for Nuclel 
Training by February I, 200 1 . 

* Green Hills Software annuall 
awards merit-based scholarships ~ 

fellowships to Caltech undergradl 
ates who have demonstrated abilil 
and special aptitude in computer sc 
ence. The award for the junior yel 
consists of a $2,500 scholarship. TIl 
award for the senior year may COl 

sist of either a $2,500 or $5,00 
scholarship. In addition, one or tw 
applicants are invited to becolll 
Green Hills Fellows. Applicanl 
should be second term sophomoR 
with a GPA of 3.2 or higher. TIl 
selection criteria include pro gran 
ming ability, academic performano 

and faculty and peer recommendl 
tions. To apply, applicants must sul 
mit an application form, current aCi 
demic transcript, and three letters I 
recommendation, preferably fro! 
faculty or employers familiar wil 
the student's work. Applications ~ 
available in the Financial Aid Offio 
Entries must be submitted to the F 
nancial Aid Office by October 21 

2000. 

To submit an event for t~ 

Mints, contal 
mints@ugcs.caltech.edu or rna 
your announcement to Calte( 
40-58 Attn: Mints. Submissiol 
should be brief and concisl 
Email is preferred. The edito 
re~erve the right to edit aD 
abridge all material. Deadline 
noon Wednesday. Unless spec 
fied, all mints will run for t\1 
weeks. 


