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Eur ipides' The Trojan 
Women is open ing th is Saturday 
afternoon at Braun Amphi the­
ater (that weird rock place be­
tween Church and Braun. near 
Mead Labs). The show starts at 
4:00 PM. Set in the aftel11Jath of 
the Trojan War. it chronicles the 
fates of both the victors and the 
defeated. Euri pides is one of the 
lnost famous Greek Tragedians. 
and unlike those of his contem­
porari es. hi s plays are deeply 
toncel11ed with the personal­
'ndi vidual human responses to 

e large -scale evems which in­
erested his contemporaries. At 
~vent s where Greek dramatists 
;om peted fo r honors. j udges 
genera ll y co nside red e lega nt 
plot construction and attention 
10 philosophical and re li gious 
~roblems more important than 
Ihe port rayal of the emotional 
lIld moral complexity of indi­
riduals . Perhaps for thi s reason, 
III his lifetime Euripides' plays 
didn't garn er the criti ca l ap­
proval that they deserved. Much 
1I10re than the work of Aeschelus 
~r Sophocles. though, it paved 
'he way for modem drama with 
its careful portrayal of complex 
personalities and psychological 
realism. 

Playgoers shou Id not expect 
physical reali sm. however. AI­
lhough The Trojan Wom en is 
more modern than most Greek 
tragedies. it belongs to a highly 
symboli c. rituali sti c form. The 
words and movement s of the 
chol11s. for example. are not un­
derstood to take place in the real 
world of the play. but to help the 
audience understand prev ious 
events or the emolional charac­
ter of the scene. 

But even if you' re not inter­
ested in tragic form, you should 
come see The Trojan Women. 
Come to the Braun Amphithe­
ater. si t back and sme ll the j as­
mine (it 's blooming I), and settle 
down fo r an evening of sex , vio­
lence, and Greek gods. Although 
you could stay in your room and 
do homework in stead .. .. 

Trojan Women is a TACIT 
producti on, perfo med by mem­
bers of the Caltech communi ty 
for your enjoyment. Tickets are 
$1 5.00 per person. 
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Ditch Day hits Caltech in style 
BY D .wlD G~S KJ:-J 

Ditch Day is both an amaz­
ing annua l tradition and a 
memorable occasion for water 
weapons and free donuts. 

On Monday. May 17th. the 
campus froze for a day as un­
dergraduates woke to the hoots 
and whistles of departi ng Se­
niors cry ing. "Di tch Day is To­
day!" Groggy and yawning. stu­
den ts rose from the ir beds to 
examine the ava il ab le Stac ks 
and set forward on an adventur­
ous day away from classes. 

The Stacks. as al ways. came 
as varied as their Senior creators. 
The selection ranged from brute 
force ' ''Break-into-thi s-ci nder­
bloc k -can tructi on -w i th-s I edge­
hammers" stacks to the int ricate 
co nspiracy and puzzle stacks 
that left part icipanls cheering for 
more. Some stacks were based 
on TV and film - stacks inspired 
by "Dr. Who" and "The Game" 
- and others with th e ir own 
unique character. including one 
stack based on the short story 
The Curious Sofa. 

The tradition of Ditch Day, 
which began in J 92 J, is basi­
call y a grand excuse for Seniors 
to leave tlie campus. In truth , 
however, the concept moves far 

BY T ECH STAFF 

The premiere of star wars 
was on Wednesday at 12:0 I 
a.m, but the motion pi cture 
event started a lot earlier. The 
Starlight Fo und ati o n orga ­
nized a line in front o f the 
Mann 's Chinese Theatre in 
Hollywood , beginnning on 
april 8th. Seve ral Tec hers 
stayed out there to get the tick­
ets and secure the best seatS. 
In the end , there we re 250 
hopeful Star Wars fanatic s on 
the li st. So, when we got there 
on Tuesday afternoon , the line 
was already a block long. We 
joined the other Techers, some 
of whom had been there for 25 
hours. Most people were sit­
ting either on the street or on 
lawn chairs that they brought. 

After getting something to 

beyond its denotati ve meaning. 
bringi ng underclassmen into a 
stress- induced bondi ng atmo­
sphere where they can reve l in 
us ing their brains to defeat the 
Seniors at their own games. 

The pu rpose of each Stack 
is to prevent undergrads from 
entering the authoring Seni or' s 
room. To accompli sh thi s, the 
leam of in vading undergrads is 
sent on a elaborate themed mis­
sion. thereby incorpating them 
into the Ditch Day spirit. 

As local media and admin­
istrators looked on, natives took 
out the Dean in an enraged tribal 
ritual. Many super ball s fell from 
Millikan Library. announcin g 
the coming of the Redhead Con­
spiracy. Bewildered students as­
sembled a functional stargate on 
the lawn o f Parso ns-Gates. 
Competing gang members at­
tempted to pawn off their herbal 
spices as drugs to unsuspecting 
students. And all the while. Se­
niors laughed and cheered from 
far off campus, enjoy ing their 
day off. 

For more on the Ditch Day 
happenings and an amazing pho­
tographic spread, see pages 4 
through 9. Forget Star Wars . 
Ditch Day is tomorrow, and To­
mOrrOW never dies.™ 

eat , we sat down too. Th e 
most interesti ng thing to do 
was to watch the wierdos 
there . Some of them were 
dressed as figures from the 
othe r three mo vies , such as 
Prin ces s Leia , or a 
Storm trooper. Others weren ' t 
dressed as spec ific characters, 
but instead carried around Star 
Wars props, such as a bl aster 
o r lights aber. Th e Sith 's 
double-bladed lightsaber was 
especially popular, as well as 
the whole dark outfit. Every­
body was very relaxed and in 
a good mood. 

As the actual movie time 
came closer, one cou ld see 
m ore and more li g htsaber 
fights on the street and the di s­
c ussions about the mov ie be­
came ma re and more frequent. 
At about 8 p .m. the ones who 

The doors 10 Senior rooms hide clues 10 Ihe way willi in - lilis 
Conspiracy stack pits students the world. 

Undergrad Jason Chua revels in his new water weap011l)' 
and prepares to squirt his way through Ditch Day. 

were waiting in line with the 
starlight foundation , were 
ca ll ed up and received a ticket 
that said their number in line 
on it. One former caltec h stu­
dent had waited in line con­
tinuously since April 8th had 
number twO, right after the or­
gani ze r of the group. Every 
time a person was called up 
the whole croud shouted and 

clapped for them. There was 
even a little boy, who waited 
with hi s dad. As it got closer 
to I Op.m. , the tim e when seat­
ing began, the line became 
longer a nd more crowded . 
M o re peo pl e showed u p -
some who didn ' t even have 
tickets. but j ust came to look. 

The media was hi ghl y rep­
PLEAS.: SEE STA R W ARS ON PAGE 2 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Human rights 
abuses continue 

in ASCIT 

Hell o all , 
I supose that times are 

changing. But I'm not happy 
about it. 

I feel that it is my duty, as 
theASCIT Movies chair, to tell 
you what 's happening to the 
movies we show every Friday 
night. 

At theASCITbudget meet­
ing some time ago, the Board 
of Directors decided to cut the 
movies budget in half, whi ch 
wou ld reduced the number of 
mov ies shown from 10 to 5 a 
te rm . Although many oth er 
projects rece ived well more 
funding than some believed 
they deserved, the BoD de­
clared that the movies, a sup­
posed ly unpopular instituti on, 
deserved much less than in the 

. past. 
Due to general outrage at 

the budget, the BoD decided to 
reserve judgement on the fate 
o f the movies until a student 

STAR WARS 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

resented. Several reporters 
with cameras were walking 
around and intervi e wing 
peo ple standing in line about 
the ir expectations for the 
mov ie and why they were 
waiting so long . We were also 
present when a CBS reporter 
got into a fight with an ABC 
dri ver about a parking spot. 

At IOp. m ., secu rit y 
opened the door s a nd we 
cou ld fina ll y go in. First, of 
course. went the peop le who 
had numbers from th e line . 
The ti ckets were checked four 
times an d we we re lead 
thro ug h a lon g a is le s ur­
rounded by people and report­
ers. Also present was a group 
o f chris ti an demon strator s 

survey on the budget had been 
sent out and the data processed. 

This past Monday I went to 
the BoD meetin g to fi nd out 
what the Movies budget would 
be for next year. Thanks to the 
mi xed responses and hi gh cost 
of the running the movies, the 
BoD now felt justified in decid- _ 
ing to cut the Movies budget in 
half. 

Once upon a time, people 
respected the movies. Now, it 
seems, people have lost interest 
in good, hi gh quality, famili ar 
classics. Apparentl y, everyone 
believes th a t "The Phantom 
Menace" is a bener way to spend 
their time than a night at the 
ASCIT movies. Well , J can't re­
ally blame them. Jar Jar is pretty 
cool. 

Some believe that Caltech 
students lack the filmographic 
knowledge to enjoy fine mov­
ies. But I believe that, as a spe­
cies, Caltech students define 
themselves through misery and 
suffering. I simply wish to bring 
balance to ASCIT through the 
movies. Once we take control of 
your Friday nights, we will take 
control of you. 

holding s igns , reading "the 
force is a tool of satan" and 
other interesting phrases. 

When we came into the 
theatre, the Techers who were 
in front of the line had taken 
over a whole row and there­
fore saved us some of the best 
seats. Now the party began. 
Some were shouting "we 
made it!" and hugged each 
other; others continued their 
Iightsaber fi ghts which they 
had practiced for a long time . 
Every time someone with an 
extraordinary costume came 
in , he rece i ved applause. The 
atmosphere was very light and 
joyful - everyone was focused 
on the show, the premiere of 
episode I. About ten minutes 
before midnight, a few people 
standin g in front of the sc reen 
started the actual countdown 
by shou ting out the minutes 

NEWS 

Don't forget th at you too 
can help pick the movies that 
make the screen . I f you feel you 
are being treated unfairly, you 
can come to the meetings we 
have and choose the movies you 
want to see. Of course, thi s as­
sumes that there's actually a 
budget available to show any 
movies at all. 

So, I am now writing to you 
to ask for ideas. Full funding is 
expensive. I am sure that some 
of you don't care one way or 
another about the Movies. But 
for those of you who do care, for 
those of you who want to con­
tinue this tradition , for those of 
you who believe in having 

left. Five minutes before mid­
night, a guy who was joking 
around in the front picked up 
two girls and started running 
to the side. He fell and one of 
the girls hurt her patella . This 
was the only negative incident 
that happened the whole 
night, even though more than 
a thousand people were to­
gether in such a small space 
and some of them were prac­
tically hysterical. 

then the li ght s went off 
and the screa ming began . 
Th rough nearl y all of th e pre­
views th e noise didn ' t stop, 
espec ially during the trailer 
for a movi e with Leonardo 
DiCaprio. Th e crowd was 
very di sgruntl ed. but then the 
curtains closed again and the 
lights went out totall y. Every­
body was totall y focused on 
the screen and when the s ign 

-1'he Tech~will be with~ou. Always. 

something to do Friday nights on 
campus every week, I send out 
a plea. 

Come to the Movies, con­
vince to BoD that the ASCIT 
movies are important, and tell 
me your ideas for stealing lots 
of money from Bill Gates. Es­
peciall y that last one. Show the 
ASCIT BoD how wude they re­
ally are. 

Have fun , 

Tim Crosby 
ASCIT Movies chair 
crosby@cco 

" Luc asa rt s" came on the 
screen, the music was not au­
dible and people started ran­
domly jumping up and hold­
ing their Iightsabers. 

The n the movie s tarted 
and all the way through it was 
really silent except for a few 
spots when special characters 
or quotable quotes appeared . 
And the comments like "oh, 
that's so great." 

The movie itsel f is a little 
different than I expected, but 
reall y awesome rega rdl ess. 
When th e movie ended , th e 
fans left with feelings of won­
der and awe . Th e wo nder 
di dn't stop long aft er movie­
goers left the theater and re­
turned home to their less-than­
Jed; ex istences, and the longer 
they thought about Episode J, 
the more they kn ew it was 
worth the wait. 

WORK FOR 
THE TECH 

The California Tech 

Letters 

>to the Editor 

Please send submis­
sions for letters to 

the editor to: 
The California Tech 

Caltech 40-58 
Pasadena, CA 91125 

or by electronic mail 
to: 

editors@techcali£chedu. 

Deadline for submis­
sions is Monday at 5 
p.m. on the week of 

publication. 

The !!ditors reserve 
.the:right .to edit or 

!" refuse to print any 
'. ;letter for any reason . . 

Y",-"", , 
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The Outside World 

Starwars. Staarwaars. 
Staaarwaaars. Nerds across 
the nation rejoice (and shower 
for the firs t time in six months, 
but only after seeing Episode 
I tell or twe lve times) How 
Wude. 

Moscow, Russia - An attempt 
to impeach Pres ident Bo ri s 
Yeil s in was defeated when 
ov er 100 members of 
Parli ment fail ed to attend the 
vot e. Of the 442 available 
votes, 300 were needed for the 
measure to pa ss. Charges 
against Yelt sin included alle­
gati ons that the war agains t 
Chechllya in 1995 was illegal. 

K uwait City, Kuwait -
Women were given the right to 
vote an d ho ld Parlimentary 
office by the Ku waiti Cabinet. 
Thi s meas ure was supported 
by the Emir, ruler of Kuwait. 
and wi 11 all ow women to vote 
in the 2003 ge neral election if 
upheld. 

Addi s Ababa, Ethiopia - Af­
ter a brief interrupt ion in the 
fighting. a border war between 

thi op ia and Eritrea resumed. 
T he Ethiopian airforce 
bombed Massawa, an Eritrean 
port city on the Red Sea. Dam­
age caused by the attack was 
disputed by the two go vern ­
ments. 

J erusalem , Israel - Ehud , 
Barak was e lec ted Prime Min­
ist e r, defeating encumbent 
Benjamin Netanyahu. Two 
candid ates had withdrawn 
from th e race on the day prior 
to the elect ion. Barak, fonner 
head of the Labor Party, has 
expressed a strong interest in 
continuing Israeli -Palistinian 
peace negotiation s. 

Washington D.C. - The Su­
preme Court ruled that state 
welfare programs may not dis­
criminate against new resi­
dents. The 7-2 decision made 

California 's tiered welfare pro­
gra m and a related Federal 
regulation illegal. The Cali­
forn ia program restricts ben­
efits of new res ident s to th e 
level of their ho me state for 
one year after moving to Cali­
fornia. 

Su dan - In violation of a 
cease -fire agreement , th e 
Sudanese government bombed 
two southern towns. U.N. aid 
e fforts were disrupted. 
prompting Sec retary General 
Kofi Annan to petition govern­
ment and rebe l forces to re­
spect the cease-fire so that 
food and medical supplies 
could be delivered. 

Chicago, Illinois - Rona ld 
Jo ne s became th e twelfth 
death-row inmate to be exon­
erated in Illino is in the la st 
twelve yea rs. DNA evidence 
showed that he did not com­
mit the rape he was to be ex­
ecu ted for. 

Detroit, Michigan - Tensions 
between African-American 
and Asian-American commu­
nities escalated into a four-day 
protest after an unarmed black 
shopkeeper was killed by two 
Arab gas-station attendants. 
Kal vin Porte r, the shopkeeper, 
got into the fight after one of 
the attendants allegedly made 
an inappropriate remark to­
ward his young daughter. 

Nea h Bay, Washington 
Excerci si ng rights from an 
1855 treaty, the Makah Indian 
Tribe hunted and killed a grey 

Academic ccuple seeks: 
EGG DONOR 20-28 
Right candidate compensated apprx. 
$10,000. Brunette hair, hazel/brown 
eyes, about 5'8" tall, even-featured 
strong SATs, lean/athletic build, in 
excellent health. Pis describe back­
grounds, education, and motivation, 
along w/several [returnable) photos 
to: POB q2SSq5, Cambridge, MA 
021q2. All serious replies answered. 

$$$ Earn Money $$$ 
During Your Summer Break 

Premium Pay 

Summer jobs, temp to hire and full time opportunities for a wide 

range of industries including Fortune 500 companies 

• Reception • General Office 

• Administrative • Data Entry 

• Word Processing • Customer Service 

Initial 
I .. 

Staffing Serv ices 

(formerly Talent Tree) 

Pasadena 

(626) 405-010) 
San Fernando Valley 

(8 18) 990-0440 

By Erik Dill 

whale for the first time since 
1920, when commerical whal­
ing decimated population s. 
They resumed in 1997, after 
gray whales were taken off the 
endangered species li st , and 
the tribe was given permission 
to hunt 20 whales through 
2004. Tribal elders express 
hope that the practice will help 
restore valuable traditions to 
the tribe, which traces much of 
it s cu lture to whaling-related 
ceremonies. The hunt s have 
prompted numerous protests 
by environmental groups. 

The Balkans - The e ighth 
week of the NATO bombing 
campaign against Serbia con­
cluded. Throughout the week, 
NATO explained and defended 
numerous incidents in which 
civillians were injured or 
killed. China continued to ex ­
press outrage over th e bomb­
ing o f the Chinese embassy 
two weeks ago. Two Serbian 
so ldiers held as pri soners of 
war were released . Clinton 
stated that he will not rul e out 
the possibility of a ground war. 
but expressed hopes that Ru s­
sian diplomatic action cur­
rently underway would prove 
fruitful. United Nations Sec­
retary General Kofi Annan 
criticized both NATO for act­
ing without U.N. Security 
Counci l authorization and 
China and Russia for ignoring 
evidence of ethnic purges. 

May 21, 1999 3 

S.GNupNOW 
Free Offer Expires May 28 

www.I-FileZone.comlzoned 

PromoCode: Caltech 



4 May 21,1999 DITCH DAY ____________ T'._he_C_a_lifi __ · o_rn_ia_ Te_ch 

Ditch Day May 17, 1999 
Quote of the Day from Tlie Tech sFirst 
Amendment Calendar: 

"The news is not something that canbe rated . 
. The news is what it is, and often it is grue­

some and disturbing.'" . 

- Debbie Fry Wilson, Public relations direc­
tor, MSNBC 1997 

"You can't beat our tribal magic -the bullets 
will pass straight through our bodies - fire . 

fire if you will! " 

;:J'i0 ' ,~itih'4;i" 

. "If I fall,lfill lou e~teh 
me?" 

. . . . .. 
TecherMale:"That was 

a girly throw." 

"Does anyone know how to drive a stick really well?" 

"This stack constructed by tired seniors! Be cautious!" 

This is an example of brute force . 
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"We collect for 
about half an 
hour and get a 

ratio." 

"People are 
walking off with 

the balls you 
know." 

"Well, we hope 
the ratio stays 

the same." 

"No man, we 
hope the ratio 

changes." 

DITCH DAY May 2 1, 1999 5 

"Hey man, no recitation tonight right 7" 

"I think wedestroy the world ... or we save the world." 

, 
"I'm for destroying the world. Just on genenilprillciples." 

. . .. , . 

I ________ ~------------'r---------------------I 
G AY COU PLE SEE K EGG D ONOR. 

Prefer: bright techie. grad or 

undergrad, engineering, math 

or science sqJdenr, Cauca­

sian, slight to medium build. 

Compensation: $15,000 p lus 

our undying grati tude. 

Pl ease comacr our rep's: 

family@GrowingGenerarions.com 

Subway 
$1.00 off any footlong or $0.50 off any 6 inch 

15% off from any party subs 
(Will deliver for meetings and pa rties) 

with Student 1.0. 

Only good at 2377 E. Colorado Blvd. 
Pasadena 

(at the corner of Sierra Madre and Colorado) 
626-796-3002 

~ -------- ... -------_----"I I 
THE MOST CAREFUL MOVERS I 

I 
I 

~ i 
I 
I 

AUTHOKIZEP 'EALa 
IJM • {OSHIJA • HP 

and ltIany ltIore 
Call in / Fax / E Mail for 
inforltlation / quotes on 

Notebooks. Symltls pricing. 
primers. accessories. 

upgrades. repairs. ~ ne1Works. 

We will reply back the saltle day! 

High Performance 
Computers 

Ph (626) 82 1-6325, Fx (626) 82 1-6335 
J 0 years experience 

E mai'·. ~a\es@c()mpu\eTs-arcadla.com 
4 11 E. Huntington Dr. #110 

ArcadiaCA 91006 _______ J 

YOUR 

Complete 

Itor,e' gn and domestic aura 
-- I n service for over 29 
(Engine repairs ) 

Itune- IUDS old change, brakes, 

Iba'ttelries, etc.) 

Hrant AU(Q Service 
1477 E. Washington Blvd. 

Pasadena CA 91 104 
Call fo r Appointment 

(626) 798-4064 
(626) 79 1-1993 

BURGER 
CONTINENTAL 

20% OFF 
TO ALL CALTECH STUDENTS, FACULTY AND STAFF! 

All the time. 
Seven days BREAKFAST BUFFET 

a week. LUNCH 
DINNER 

BretlSt of chicken, seafood, wmb. or the days special 

SPECIAL TIES 
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Homemade piz.za Gourmet hamburgers 
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dorms 

535 S. Lake Ave. 
(626) 792-6634 
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"I've lost the power!!" 
·-Dean lean-Paul Revel 

"Aaaah! My 
Eyes ! ... That's better. " 

"The local media covers 
Ditch Day . . As usual, they 
don't get it." 

The Secret Service Squad 

The California Tech 
DITCH DAY ------..-:..:.;:....:..;;,..;:.;- -

-. 

"Do you think it'll blow 
up?" 

"1 hope so." 

"Is it time to start ran­
domly p,[essing buttons 

again?" 

'~Who wants to take the 
implements of 
destruction?" 

"They just increased the ratio by two. " 
"They just don 'r have the hips for it. " 

"You need to sign 
something that says 

we're insane." 

"That's easy." 

"Let him attack, there's 
no one up here." 

"What sort of com­
mander are you?" 
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The X-MEN stack had swipe cards for all of its 
various members. 

Later in the day, Security was trying to figure out how to ticket this and get it 
towed. 

j'MorejulJ th~~, 
" ,,("Jitting a lJaby,~ 

seal!" i~l~~.,. 

Matt Musik is Mr. Whipped Cream. 

Keith Matthews and Chad Young battle with quarterstaves in The 
Fickle Fingers of Fate stack. 

I, "We:vegQt a.gazi.llion of newspa­
' pe~gily~'but here getting in the 

+>, way." 

Still TIlJinq to Squeak Bq Without a Hew Computer? 
Don't Wait Any longer. Our low-Cost Technology loans are Down to ... - -~-

1J~ ;~1, ~I c~~ % 
for 24 Months for 36 Months for 48 Months (S5.000 minimum) 

Thin ~ that you can 't a fford a new, mega-powered PC? Plug into our ;pecial financing ond think again! 
Lower rale, .. .iower poymenl> .. . a nd 100% finanCing on hordware ond ;oftware mean you can get the package 
you want-with all the memory and capabilities you need. 

II you' ro not yet a member, join today and leI u, help you toke 0 byte out of the high co,t of technology! 

".. C4LTECH 
&"EMPLOYEE§ 

FA:lernl t:i7?d1l LIn/on 

PC Access Is Co"'lng! Acccss your Credit Union accounts 
Irom /he comfort of your horne, office or dorm room using your 
own PC Loo" for ifs infrodudion lofer this year! 

CAMPUS OFFICI 1200 E Co!;lom;o Blvd . • 6261395·6300 • FAX 626/ 568-9536 WI. sm ww.v.cefcu.O<'g 

-. _ .. 

, 
.' I 

Q'3"'! .> ~~,..,~ 
.. ,1'I""1 l t.,.,,~· 
tq.o.,I~ "" 

"""'" 
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The Game: A mixed stack put together by seniors from Avery, Fleming, and ofF 
campus living spaces 

• I 

Th is catapult was mentioned in The Dean 's 
Corner 

Membersfrom the Intelligencia stack on the move, 

This floating object piqued the curiousity of many 
passersby. 

"It doesn 't do damage .... much. " 
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-

"l need someone to cover-my back. Duke, 
where's Duke!" 

"Y<J1I haFe to think like a redhead .. 
" You mean mil into walls?" 

This photo IVas taken th rough {/ red f ilter. 

"We didn't even 
get to destroy the 

world." 

Thefake that wasn 't: Kurt 
Klein '.I' STack in volved a 
f our day trip to hike the 
grand canyon. 

Special Thanks to 
The Army of -

Darkness 

Tristan De Buysscher 

Robert Forester 

Atiya Hakeem -

Shant(Rao 

Kevin S caldeferri 

Chip Sumner 

Jason Surace 

Sarah Yost 

Cynthia Gong sho\\'s lip at the end of the day to find out how her stack: The Wall, 
IIIrned alit, 

Dessert with the MOSH 
at 

Steele House 
355 S. Holliston 

Thursday, May 27, 1999 
9-11 pm 

Come Early 
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01 LB E RT® by Scott Adams 

LOOI< I>.T nlI5 
GREt>-T ALPI-1/1-
NU"ERK Pt>-GER 

I OOUC,I1T 

WALL..,., A.R( You ~ 
SURE THIS KINO 2 
OF PAGER IS SUPPOSED ! 
TO CLIP ON 1'8 EIIR7 ~ 

Al>.~GI-1! ,',", ~l>.VING 
I>. R£COV£R£D M£MOR'Y 
0> RlTUl>.l A~U~£' 

WEll , WE.'RE 
ALMOST BACK 
TO ,,",'Y PLt>-CE. 

, 
• ! 
l 

" 'Y DATE TRIED TO 
i RUN I>.WI>." , BUT 1 • 

ATTACI-1ED A TRACKING! 
DEVICE TO HER CO~T . i 

t>-LlCE , I (~PECT 

'iOU TO WORK ALL 
NIGHT 11) FlNI5H 
Tl4~T PROITCT. 
IT'S VIT~L! 

'* '* Award Winner 

Food To Go 

OPEN 7 DAYS 

Tel: 449-8018 
2475 E. Colorado - Pasadena 

Si=MlKlre Blvd &_ Dr. 
Free Parking In Rear 

WOW! IT~ nlE 
KIND THIIT CLIPS 
TO 'IOUI'. E~R 
INSTEII.O Of 'YOUR 

BELT. 

IT I-1URTS. M~'YBE 

You CI>.N CAll SO"E­
ONE TO DOUel(-

'YOU ~I>D 'IOUI'. 
t>-NNUI>.L 
PERfOR"t>-NCE 
REVIEW nilS 

TI-1ANKS fOR 
THE DATE. I 
CI>.N ,,",I>."-E IT 
FRO""' I-1ERE. 

~t...G~!1 t.'/"'\ A. 
VICH'" Of I>. 
~t>-NDOM ACT OF 
,",ANI>.G("'(NT! 

i 
~ 
1 
. 

DO nI<' 
IT TI>I<'£S 

" E"ORIES 
t>-eOUT EV£R 
TWEl\lE 

F~DE? 
""ONTH". 

I'D BETTER ATUI-" 
nI( "11<IIO,INI<; 
DEVICE. 

, 
lme 

on green 
RESALE CLOTHING 

for 
WOMEN 

WI-i .... T ARE 
WE LLSTENLNG 

To? 
I 

1136 E. Green St. • Pasadena 
(818) 796-9924 

Wed 1().6 • Mon-Tuc-Thu-Fti 10-5 • Sat 10-3 

WE DELIVER! ! 
for meetlngs_ parties . etc. 

5<;0 rr n ''''U''l 

We specialile in CATERING with a 
variety of PARTY TRA YS. 

Call us for details! 

10% discount (626) 796-2531 
on dinf16r with 187 N. Sierra Madre 

Caltech /D. Pasadena. CA 91 

The California Tech 

FoxTrot by Bill Amend 

5OM'E G\JY WEI'fl ouT INTo 
THE WILD ANtI REcoRD£{) TtiE 
~8IENT SOUNDS of I>IffliEf(T 
EN'IIRoNMEHT5. so FAR, 
IT'S PRETI'T I! ELAXIN&. , 

r Flc,vREO I'D woRK MoRE 
EFFICIENTLY IF I LuMP[D All 
MY ST'vDl BIifAKS Toe;rn.rER 
",,",I> 601 TMEM 0Ul of THE 'WAY 
AHfAOoF TlME. THIS WAY I 
~N Wll,ITt MY ESSAY Wl~ 
AN'!' INltRRl/PTION'S To MY 
~~ES5. 

Intelligent, Ta!ented, Giving Women, 
21 to 32 years of age, sought as anonymous 

EGG DONORS 
Great Need for Asian, [rish, or Tall Donors 

Call Rosemary at (8 18) 242-9933 
Generous Compensation 

'1 , -r,_ ********** .. ,J., / /11"/ ' " trim, Aem111 e L neatres()= Bargain shows 

P,4[1Y~:</USEJ 
673 E. Colorado Blvd. 

(626) 844-6500 

Pasadena 's only 
stadium seating theatre 

2588 E. Colorado Blvd. 
(626) 793-9704 

Simi'" Sh.rts 
en RLA L 

DAily /1 2:00j 2:30 5 :00 7'3010:00 

Aid." QIII"" • Suph," Ru • jilmtS C ... "" 
THIS Is My h TlHlI. 
n ail] (I :20j 4: 10 7:00 9;50 

DlZllidMlZmni 
TH 1 WINS LOW B OT 

Ollily [11:30/ 2:05 4:40 7:15 9:50 

.f:55 7:30 10:0{) 

COOKIE 'S FOaT UI"E 

Ollify [1:35J 4:25 7: 15 /0:00 

Winner at Sundance THREE SEASONS 

Mon~Fri {5:ooJ 7:30 10:00 
Sat~Sun also {12:00J 2:30 

************************************ 
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Thi s is the day after ditch 
day. No nctu all y it is not: it is 
the day after the day after 
Ditch day, but that day s ti ll reo 
verberates. 

Pani c!. Pani c' 
The pani c is that ju st like 

wh a t hit s yo u gu ys , tim e 
marches on, deadlines 
approach, inc luding th a t for 
th is co lum n , actua ll y th e 
deadline has past,other things 
in tervening and here I am not 
kno wing which way to turn 
nex t to tr y to satisfy, you 
mean yo u looked for your ad· 
visor and you can' t find her? 
All the things that I have to 
do. And I have no one to ask 
for an E from. You see Di tch 
Day may have been great fun, 
bu t so me how we e nd up 
spendi ng the day wi th our 
hearts in our throats hop ing 
for no acc idents, no catastro­
phe s, none of the excesses 
th at mi ght e ndange r. Wi sh 
that had been complete ly true. 
I reall y had no time to come 
an d ad mire everyone 's handy 
work . I was too busy drying 
up . I mean trying drying my 
clothes. 

But [ am intrigued by the 

DEAN M ay 2 [ , [999 11 

Dean , s Corner 
Panic! Panic! SPECIAL 

by Jean·Paul Revel 

catapult that is still parked on 
the Court of Man. [ think it 
had ( 0 do with some of the 
vo ll ey ball nets erected at the 
other end of the law n. May be 
I'll find alit a t Commence­
ment. I never heard what hap­
pened to my niece Dac i even 
th ough I gave the to ugh crew 
in search of her all th e clues [ 
had. And I am not sure what 
happened to me but walking 
alo ng [ was a tt acked by a 
band of miss hapen Neander­
thal s. Actuall y they invaded 
my office too. I tr ied to speak 
to them but they don ' t under­
stand my Elsasisch. (Actua ll y 
no one else does) . I say mis­
shapen because they had no 
orbital ridge, no prognathous 
face , large cani nes reced ing 
fo re head o r h ai ry c hes t s 
which I assumed was the hall­
mark of these creatures. So 
ob vio us ly they we re mi s ­
shapen . Of course they might 
not ha ve been Neanderthals. 

Oops, I remember my ex­
citement when razzi ng down 
the Autobahn trying to get to 
Frankfurt to catch my plane I 
passed over a bridge (hardl y 
noticeable as a bri dge fro m 

DITCH DAY EDITION ...... 

the hi gh way) w hi c h sai d : 
"Neander" . And then I real­
ized that thi s was the Neander 
va ll ey, Neander Th aI, from 
where the fi rst skele tons of 
our ex tinct cousins Homo sa­
piens neanderthalensis (was 
Homo neanderth alensis) were 
fo und in 1856. 

Pani c ! P ani c' No not 
panic . Neanderthal! 

How do you spell that? I 
consulted the o racl e at http :// 
ww w.ta lkor ig ins. org/ faq s/ 
homs/spell ing. html , and 10 ' 
and behold both spell ings are 
right , -thaI being the original 
and -ta l coming into use a 
li tt le later. There I also di s­
covered tha t Nea nder is not a 
name whose orig in is lost in 
the mist of time, but is in fac t 
na med after a mini ste r, 
Joachim Neumann , who used 
to take walks there in the late 
17th century. Neumann com­
posed man y hymns, some of 
which are s till s ung today. 
Want ing to u se a Greek 
pseudonym, Neumann, whose 
nam e m ean s " new m an" , 
chose "Neander", a transla­
ti on of hi s name into Greek. 
Bya strange co incidence, the 

"New Man Vall ey" named for 
him after hi s death gave its 
name to a new type of human 
that was d iscove red there. 

Panic! Pani c! 
Where was I, when I got 

lost in thi s vall ey? Oh yes in 
the Ditc h. I me an tal k ing 
about Ditch da y. People on 
roo fs o f Mi lli k an, a nd o f 
Dab ney Is that safe? This is 
a great center of research on 
g ra vi ty w hat with d is tin· 
gu ished Profs. and hu ge en· 
te rp ri se s l ike LI GO. But 
b ounc ing ba ll s? Was th at 
gravity research as well ? And 
I am g lad that the onl y falling 
bod ies were inanimate. 
And the exp losion in the ga­
rage? Was that a prank or a 
di tch day whatchamaca lli t? 
Actuall y one of the things [ 
had to do was to proofread a 
ne w ve rs ion of the Ho nor 
Code Bookle t and there, in the 
section on Practical Jokes and 
Pranks it says the y can be 
very enjoyable, but that one 
should "keep in mind a num­
ber o f issues" , in c ludin g 
whether the"receiver(s) of the 
joke = think of it as humor­
ous , or will they be upset?" I 

• 

• 

hea rd th a t the exper ime nt 
hav in g been done. the rece i v­
ers we re upset. ve ry upset. 
And so are the peop le from 
whom it seems that LN2 and 
Or Dry ice was taken and so 
are ... Besides no note was left. 

S o yes. Ditch Day looked 
like a grea t day and lots of 
peo pl e had fu n . b ut so me 
people need to think seri ously 
about what is approp ri ate and 
what is not. Present J uniors 
take heed - but I am run ning 
out of room ... 

Pani c ' Panic ! 

A bientot! 

\ Q (;/), ~J!.. (i..<. .• / .C 
d.!iJ'.~' J - • 

Jean-Pau l Re vel 

.I __ McKinsey&Company 
insight '99 will take place 
in Montre'al, Canada 
July 29 to August 1 

A Three-Day Insiders' Look Into 
Management Consulting For Ph.D.s and M.D.s 

M cKinsey & Company, a management consult ing firm with over 5,000 consu ltan ts in 
79 offices in 41 cou ntries, invi tes 'lo u to gain insight into the world of management 
con sulting. Th is compre hensive sem inar, designed exclusively for Ph .D .s and M .D .s, 
will co\·er a range o ( top ics important to those who a re exploring alternative ca reer 
possibilities. T he age nda ",ill include: 

• An ove rvic\\'" of management consulting 

• Consulting as OJ profession fo r Ph.D.s and M.D.s 
• A 2..day management consultin g case study 

• An intervie w workshop 
• Recrea tional, team build ing activities 

App lications must be received by June 4 , 1999. 
Fina lis ts " ,ill be notified by June 18. 1999. 
Applican ts sho uld be expecting to fin ish (heir degree before 2001; no business 
experience is req uired . All expenses "'ill be paid. For more info rmation and an 
ap plica t ion, visit o ur web site at hrtp;lIwww.mckin~y.comJimight or pick up a 
broch u re from your department or career c.enter. 

h , [ P : f I w w w • m c k i ft • e y . com l ift • i I h [ 
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Announcements 

**Two special exhibitions of Con­
temporary Art, "Art from Stone: 
Prints from the Tamarind Lithog­
raphy Workshop, 1960-1970" and 
"Made in America: Contemporary 
Paintings and Sculpture from the 
Norton Simon Museum" will open 

at the Norton Simo n Museum on 
June 24 and continue through Sep­
tember. The museum is open 
Thursday through Sunday from 
12:00 till 6:00 pm. Admission is 
$4 for adults and $2 for seniors and 
students with 10. 

**Ibid is coming to the Cal tech li­
brary system on May 20. This new 
feature lets you track the status of 
your own requests, view your com­
plete request history, add notes for 
special handling, request loan re­
newals online, and much morc. 
Click on the Ibid button at http.// 
library.caltech.edu for news. 

A Work and Family Life Survey 
should arrive in your mailbox be­

tween Thursday, May 20 and Mon­
day, May 24. All faculty, staff, 
and graduate students, please 
complete and return the survey 
promptly ; the process should 
take about 20 minutes . The 
confidential survey is designed 
to help Cahech discover and re­
spond to the family needs of the 
community. 

The Cal tech Progressive Coali­
tion welcomes students, faculty, 
and staff across a broad ideologi­
cal spectrum who are interested in 
working hard for peace, human 
rights, and economic justice. For 
instance, we are active participants 
in the nationwide campus move­
ment against the sanctions and 
bombing war in Iraq. For more 
information,contact 
progress@ugcs.caltech.edu. 

Do you suffer from depression, 
anxiety or other emotional prob­
lems not related to substance 
abuse? We may be for you. An 
Emotional Health Anonymous 
Meel.ing is held each Thursday 
evening at St. Anthony's Catholic 
Church, 1901 S. San Gabriel Blvd., 
at 8:00 pm, (enter off of Marshall ; 
the meeting room is directly behind 
the church.) For morc information 
call 626-287-6260. 

Information and applications for 
1999 Summer Work.Study are 
available in the Financial Aid Of­
fice. If you are interested in Sum­
mer Work-Study, please submit the 
required applkation as soon as pos­
sible, but no laterthan June I, 1999. 
Your entire financial aid appJication 
must be complete by June I to be 
considered. If awarded , work­
study funding will begin july 5, 
1999. 

There is a Survivors of Incest 
Anonymous (SIA) meeting at 
10:30 am, Saturdays at Las Encines 
Hospital (2900 E Del Mar Blvd.) 
in the Inservice Room. Thjs is a 
meeting for survivors of sexual 
abuse. Remember: You are not 
alone. 

c 
Free anonymous HIV testing is 
available every Monday evening us­
ing Orasure oral testing at the AIDS 
Service Center, 1030 S Arroyo 
Parkway. Appointments by 
calling 888-448-9242 are pre­
ferred; walk-ins are welcome. 
Last appointment at 8:00 pm. 
For more information call Craig 
Petinak at 626-441 -8495. 

Events 

**This term 's SEDS lecture series 
continues at 7:30 pm on Monday, 
May 24 in room 151 Sloan with a 
talk entitled "Back to the Moon -
Robotic Exploration and Sample 
Return from the Far Side" by 
Craig Peterson of JPL. Refrcsh­
ments will follow the talk. For 
more information email 
loren@ils.caltech.edu. 

**There will be a CaJtech A 
Cappella concert this Sunday, May 
23, at 7:30 pm in Dabney Hall. 
Look forward to a gospel-inspired 
concert by the TrebleMakers along 
with non-conformist guests Out of 
Context. Admission is free and 
food will abound! Contact Rachel 
Steinberger at raehels@ealtech.edu 
for more information. 

** A Geology Club Seminar en­
titled "Molecular and Quantitative 
Paleontology: Understanding the 
Nature of Evolutionary Innovation 
and Extinction" will take place in 
Buwalda room, 151 Arms at 4:00 
pm on Wednesday, May 26. 
Charles Marshall, professor of ge­
ology at UCLA, will give the talk. 
Refreshments wil1 be served at 
3:45. 

"David Tirrell, Ross McCollum­
William H. Corcoran Professor and 
Professor of Chemistry and Chemi­
cal Engineering, Julia Komfield, 
Associate Professor of Chemical 
Engineering, and Robert Grubbs, 
Victor and EI izabeth Atkins Profes­
sor of Chemistry, will discuss "Ad­
vanced Materials: Bridging tbe 
Gap between Natural and Syn­
thetic Polymers" at the Chemis­
try 0,1 seminar on Friday, May 28 
at 4:00 pm in Baxter Lecture Hall. 
Abstracts for this and other Chern 
0.1 seminars are available online at 
hI tp: //www.ceo.caltech. edu/ 
-koollinlCC£O_f seminars.html. 

"Caltecb SEDS will be holding a 
rail gun and eyepiece Construction 
Meeting this Sunday, May 23. Al­
though the magnets for the rail gun 
have not yet arrived, we should 
complete construction oftbe rail ap­
paratus and injection device thjs 
weekend, and spend a bit of time in 
the shop grinding small glass eye­
piece blanks. For more information 
email IoreJl@cco or rybka@cco. 

**Debra Davis will perform "An­
gels in the Attic" at Pasadena Bor­
ders Books and Music from 2:00 to 
4:00 pm on Sunday, May 23. This 
catchy. moving musical show is free 
to all who wander in. For photos, 
music, and more information call 
Tom Kidd at 310-937-7525. 

**The Center for Neuromorphic 
Sytems Engineering Industry 

Mints 
Conference "Biometrics and Hu­
man-Machine Interfaces," will be 
held in Beckman Institute Audito­
rium from 8:00 am till 5:00 pm on 
Thursday, May 27. For more in­
formation call Dean Schonfeld at 
395-2246 or email 
dean J@erc.ealteeh.edu. 

"The Caltech Management Asso­
ciation presents "The Art of Solv­
ing the Right Problem," a talk by 
David Logan, Assistant Professor of 
Business Communications in the 
USC Marshall School of Business 
and Chief Executive Officer of JLS 
Consulting Services, Inc. Logan 
will speak at 12:00 pm in Von 
Karman Auditorium on Tuesday, 
May 25. This event is free. For 
questions email 
CMA.Allfiouflce@jpl.nasa.gov or 
call Michael Eastwood at 818-:154-
9273. 

The Caltech Chamber Orchestra 
wilI perform in Ramo Auditorium 
at 8:00 pm on Saturday, May 22. 
The concert will feature Mozart 's 
"Posthom" Serenade in D Major, K. 
320, Ibert 's Flute Concerto, and 
Weber 's Overture to " Der 
Freischutz." Admission is free. For 
more information call 1-888-
2CALTECH or 626-395-4652. 

Pianist James Boyk will give free 
concerts on Friday. May 28, at 8:00 
pm and Sunday, May 30, at 2:30 pm 
in Caltech's Dabney Lounge. The 
program will consist of Mozare's 
Rondo in A minor; Franck's Pre­
lude, Chorale, and Fugue ; and 
Schubert's Sonata in B-flat Major, 
Opus Posthumous. Boyk is known 
internationally for his Performance 
Recordings albums. The concert is 
open to the public and no tickets are 
required. For more infonnation call 
1-888-2CALTECH Or 626-395-
4688. 

Phil Blazer and The Jewish News 
present A Gala Musical Celebra­
tion: Israel 2000! The show will 
be held at the Los Angeles Greek 
Theatre on Sunday, June 27, at 7:00 
pm. Ticket prices range from $20 
to $100. For group tickets call 
Rosalie Lazarus at 818-986-2908 or 
call 818-786-4000 for individual 
tickets. 

The Pasadena Center will host the 
National Indian Centers Auction 
on Saturday and Sunday, May 22-
23. During this annual two-day 
auction, National Indian Centers 
will present a 40 year collection of 
rare Indian rugs and jewelry. The 
auction will also include fine west­
ern art and collectibles, Indian rel­
ics, pottery, baskets, and beadwork. 
The preview begins 12:00 pm and 
the auction bcsin~ at 2:00 pm. Ad-
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) 
mission is free . For more informa­
tion contact Ron Milam at 909-674-
4945. 

Frances Arnold, Professor of 
Chemical Engineering, and Richard 
Roberts, Assistant Professor of 
Chemistry, will discuss .1 Evolution 
in the Test 'lUbe" at the Chemis­
try 0,1 seminar on Friday, May 21 
at 4:00 pm in Baxter Lecture Hall. 
Abstracts for this and other Chern 
0.1 seminars are available onlin~t 
http://www. ceo. caltech. ed u/ 
-kOOfliIJICCEO _I seminars.htmf. 

Creation Entertainment presents 
Fangoria's Weekend of Horrors 
on Saturday and Sunday, May 22-

23 at the Pasadena Center. This 
special event features a Gruesome 
Prop and Collectible Auction, the 
Macabre Movie Festival, a Ghastly 
Costume Contest, appearance by 
major industry talent, and a special 
tribute to "The Outer Limits." Ce­
lebrity guests include Wendy Robie , 
Joe Stefano, and many more. Stan­
dard tickets are $17 in advance and 
$20 at the door. For information 
and tickets call 818-409-0960 or 
Ticketmaster at 2 I 3-480-3232. 

Dr. Beck Weathers, survivor of the 
May 1996 disaster on Me. Everest, 
will speak of his incredible journey 
in his presentation, "Miracle on 
Everest" at the Pasadena Civic 
Auditorium on Wednesday, May 26 
at 8:00 pm, as part of the Distin­
guished Speaker Series. Unlike the 
eight climbers who perished, 
Weathers was gi yen a second 
chance to live, though his body 
bears permanent scars from his or­
deal. For more information contact 
Kathy Winterhalder at 310-546-
6222 or visit www.speakersla.com. 

Theater Arts at Cal tech will present 
Euripjdes' tragedy "Trojan 
Women" in Braun Court at 4:00 pm 
on Saturdays, May 22, May 29, and 
June 5, and Sundays, May 23, May 
30, and June 6. Admission costs 
$15.00. For more information call 
1-888-2CALTECH or 626-395-
4652. 

The San Gabriel Valley Hospitality 
House has been invited to join the 
San Gabriel Valley chapter ofHabi­
tat for Humanity for the 2nd annual 
SK Hike for Habitat. Join in for a 
3-mile scenic walk and help two 
charities at once! The walk will be 
held on Saturday, May 22 at Vic­
tory Park in Pasadena. Registration 
and warm-up are at 7:30 am fol­
lowed by a short welcome at 8: 15 
am. The hike starts at 8:30 am. 
Prizes will be awarded for the most 
money raised and Habitat for Hu­
manity T-shirts will be given to ev­
eryone who raises over $25,00. Be 
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a walker or cheer from the side­
lines! For details and a pledge form 
call 626-585-1588. 

Come watch "The Life and Times 
of Albert Einstein," a glimpse into 
the life of Albert Einstein as seen 
through the eyes of his secretary/ 
watchdog. Ellen, on Sundays at 
7:00 pm in the Fremont Centre The­
ater, 1000 Fremont Avenue. Tick­

ets are $15, or $ 10 with student !D. 
For more information call 888-441-
5979 or 626-441-5977. 

Fellowships 
and 

Scholarships 

**The Associated CoUegiate Press 
is offering prestigious picture, de­
sign, and reporting contests. All 
entries must be received by Septem­
ber 10, 1999. For more informa­
tion call 612-625-8335. email 
illjo@s tudel1tpress,org . or visit 
h ftp://www.studen(press. 0 rg. 

The John Gyles Education Fund 
is offering scholarship awards up 10 

$3,000 for the 1999-2000 academic 
year. Applicants must be Canadian 
or U.S. Citizens, have a 2.7 or 
higher GPA, and demonstrate finan­
cial need. Criteria other than 
strictly academic ability and finan­
cial need are considered in the se­
lection process. To obtain an ap­
plication , send a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope to: The John 
Gyles Education Fund, Attention: 
The Secretary, P.O. Box 4808, 712 
Riverside Drive, Frederiction, New 
Brunswick, Canada E3B 5G4. Fil­
ing dates for mailing documents in 
1999 are April I, June I , and No­
vember 15. 

For information on the lis(ed fellow­
ships, assistance with essays,for clari­
fication of questions, contact: 

FAR - The Fellowships Advising and Re­
sourr:esOffice. To make an appointment, 
call x2150. For more 
in/ormation, email 
lauren_stopler@starbasel.caltech.edu. 

UFA - TIre Ulldelgraduate Financial 
Aid Office. For information, call 
x6280, or SlOp by 515 S. Wilson/or an 
appointment. 

To submit an event Jor the Mints, COf/­

lact mints@techcaltech.edu or Mail 
Code 040-058 by noon on the Monday 
prior to its inclu.sion. Submissions must 
be brief and concise. PLease do not send 
Mints in difficult Jonnats like Binhex or 
Word document. ASClI and rtf are beST. 
The editors resen'e the right to edit and 
abridge all material. Solicitations will 
be referred to the bl!!iness manager. 


