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BY ELLISs MENG

There has been a lot of talk about
e Student Life Committee presenta-
ion at the Student Faculty Conference
d hopefully it is far from over. At
the end of this article are comments
om the audience that we feel are
worthwhile to share with the entire
ampus. Please note that they are
inedites” except that those who wrote
hesr .esponses will remain anonymous
inless they wish otherwise.

Two weeks ago in the Tech, it was
mentioned that the undergraduate mem-
bers of the committee are not truly rep-
esentative of the undergraduate stu-
fent body. We would like to point out
hat each member of the undergradu-

ate community was given a chance to
participate and yet only four undergrads
responded. We feel that improving stu-
dent life is above all the students’ re-
sponsibility. If there is a problem, then
by all means, let someone know about
it! There are various committees that
are specifically designed to address is-
sues concerning student life. Although
the Student Life Committee for the Stu-
dent Faculty Conference will disband
shortly, comments and suggestions are
still welcome at fanchuin@ cco
caltech.edu or cmee @ cco.caltech. edu.
Everything that is reported to us will
be given to ASCIT and we will also
submit a report that will be seen by the
Deans and others. The Student Affairs
Advisory Committee also works

closely with issues pertaining to student
life. They can be reached at
saffcom@ugcs.caltech.edu.

ACADEMIC: (I know, you’re not
the right people to contact)

(1) Could we get evening Ch3a
sections, say M Th 9pm-midnight? I’ve
been denied all of the four times I've
tried to take the bloody class!

(2) Give advisors more info about
classes...they need to know to help
students...through meeting for advisors
or some sort of booklet they should
read.

(3) Improving the Advising Sys-
tem - Is there some way to formalize
the role of upperclass students in the
advising process? Maybe an advising
“team” of a faculty member and 1 or 2

Student Faculty Conference Discusses Student Life Issues

upperclass students?

BUREAUCRATIC:

(1) Why do we have the MOSH
and the DRL? The DRL was formed
when the person who was the MOSH
became a lunatic and stalker. Keep the
Vic Vasey fund and Don Shepherd fun
fund but give the power back to the
MOSH and get rid of the DRL, LIKE
IT USED TO BE.

(2) About MOSH/DRL: It seems
to me from talking to alums that when
the MOSH had the power,students felt
more respected. There was probably a
reason in the 1st place that a tenured
FACULTY member is the MOSH. The

DRL is, I feel, more restricted in her
seE SLC on PAGE 4

BY LAUREN STOLPER

Next fall, the following
Caltech students will be pursu-
ing their interests abroad as fel-
lowship recipients.

Senior Brian Bircumshaw
won a Churchill Scholarship,
'a Watson and a DOD. He will
L be accepting the Churchill and
'in October will commence a
‘year of study and research in
mechanical engineering at
‘Cambridge University which
will lead to an M.Phil degree
‘in mechanical engineering. At
Caltech Brian has been in-
] volved in research with Profes-
sor Chris Brennan.

Senior Chris Chang has
i} won a DOD and Fulbright. He
] will accept the Fulbright and
will be spending a year in
| Strasbourg, France. He will be

‘doing a project titled, “Experi-
Il mental Studies of Electron
Transfer Pathways,” at the
| Universite Louis Pasteur. At
Caltech, Chris has done re-
search with Professor Harry

'Gray’s group in Chemistry.

' Graduate student Cindy

Quezada has won a Fulbright
to do a year of research in
chemistry at Oxford Univer-
sity, England. Her research at
Oxford will focus on NMR
structural studies of novel en-
zyme inhibitors. Cindy will re-
‘turn to Caltech after her year

Caltech students win an amazing
nhumber of national fellowships

at Oxford to com-
plete her Ph.D. in
Chemistry. She is
one of Professor
Harry Gray’s stu-
dents.

Graduate stu-
dent Steve Sand-
ers has been se-
lected as a Luce
Scholar.  The
Luce allows re-
cipients to spend
a year in Asia do-
ing a special
project. Steve will spend a year
in Japan doing research with the
Mitsubishi Corporation. He will
graduate with a Ph.D. in Applied
Physics from Caltech this year
and is one of Professor Paul
Bellan’s students. Steve was
also selected as an alternate for
the Fulbright.

Junior Jeanne Wilson has
received an NSEP fellowship
(National Security Education
Program). This award allows
undergrads to study in a non-
western, non-English speaking
country for a term or for the
summer. Jeanne will be study-
ing in Turkey this summer. Jun-
ior Zane Crawford was selected
as an alternate for Russia.

In addition to the above
awards which will send Caltech
students and alums across the
globe, we did very well in the
competition for fellowships For

A

Senior amson Timoner, winner o
Hertz, DOD, NSF, TBII fellowships.

graduate study in the sciences
and engineer.

Seniors Sebastian Mauer
and Samson Timoner have
been selected as Hertz fellows
and will receive up to five
years of support for graduate
study. Seniors Igor Plishchuk
and Elwyn Uy and graduate
student Michele Cucullu each
received a $500 Hertz Re-
search Grant.

Jonathan Aldrich, Brian
Bircumshaw and Chris Chang
won Department of Defense
(DOD) national Defense Stu-
dent Education Grants to sup-
port up to three years of gradu-
ate study. Brian and Chris
won’t be able to take up their
DOD awards as they cannot be
deferred and will be on their
respective Churchill and
Fulbright experiences next
fall.

Two Caltech Professors

Honored with Sloan
Fellowships This Year

BY AUTUMN LOOUEN

Two Caltech professors
have received 1997 Sloan
Research Fellowships, which
bring $35,000 in unrestricted
research funds to each re-
cipient over a two-year pe-
riod, plus considerable pres-
tige. The professors, Jim
Arvo and Emlyn Hughes, are
two of 100 exceptional sci-
entists who were named
Sloan Fellows this year.

Professor Hughes is in-
volved in high-energy phys-
ics research in Kellogg Ra-
diation laboratories, working
to develop new target tech-
nologies. Professor Arvo
does research in computa-
tional vision, computer-as-
sisted mathematical explora-
tion and instruction, and

physically-based modeling
and image synthesis.

Sloan Fellowships are
designed to identify and sup-
port young scientists who are
likely to make fundamental
contributions to new knowl-
edge in physics, chemistry,
mathematics, neuroscience,
economics, or computer sci-
ence.

Fellows need not pursue
a specified research project
and are free to change the
direction of their research at
any time. Awards may be
used for equipment, techni-
cal assistance, professional
travel or any other activity
directly related to research.
Fellowships are sometimes
extended for another two

years.
SEE RELATED ARTICLES ON PAGE 3
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OPINIONS

ONE FLAME A WEEK=MY PROMISE TO YOU.

One of the more annoying
experiences I recall as a fresh-
man was having to listen to
upperclassmen voice their
cynicism and disillusionment
with Caltech and their respec-
tive majors. After several
years, I've discovered that it
is even more annoying to lis-
ten to this whining as an up-
perclassman. Thus, this
week’s topic is: Caltech
Bashing.

Caltech is a challenging
school. The classes are (ide-
ally) hard. The better ones are
very hard. Those who spent
more than two hours research-
ing their college choice knew
this when they decided to at-
tend Caltech. So, imagine my
lack of sympathy with those
who continually bemoan this
well known fact.

Yes, Caltech is hard. That
is, after all, while we decided
to attend this particular school,
right? Well, it should have
been. The reason behind the
palpable dissatisfaction that is

]

BY AUSTIN COLLINS

so commonly voiced is clear
when you ask these people why
they came here, and why they
chose the major they did.

Answers for why they
chose Caltech range from it’s
proximity (or lack thereof) to
their family, to their desire to
make lots of money. When
asked why they chose their ma-
jor, the most common answer
I’ve heard (by far) is the desire
to land a good job or make lots
of money.

Surprisingly absent from
people’s motivations for their
choices is a genuine love of the
subject. Someone once told me,
“Mathematics is what you do
when you can’t do anything
else.” A profound statement, re-
ally, I've always been so sur-
prised at how few people here
understand it. The man didn’t
mean that mathematicians
weren’t skilled enough to do
anything else, of course. He
meant that mathematicians pur-
sued mathematics because
they’d be unhappy doing any-

thing else. )

That’s why I’'m a physics
major — because I can’t do any-
thing else. As a budding theore-
tician, my job and salary pros-
pects are far from rich. But I
don’t care . . . . I'd rather make
mediocre wages and do some-
thing I love than find a more lu-
crative profession. I chose to at-
tend Caltech because, for
what I want to study, Caltech
is the top school in the world.

Think about that for a
moment. We are at a school
where the classes are taught
by the single most talented
collection of professors
present at any university on this
entire planet. Anyone who can
be unhappy amidst such oppor-
tunity must place the blame
upon themselves, for there are
amazing opportunities crying
out to all of us fortunate to at-
tend this institution.

Far be it for me to discour-
age those motivated by money.
That, in itself, is not ignoble.
What is discouraging is the con-
tinual derision heaped upon this
place simply because it’s not
geared towards boosting young
egos. It’s geared towards pro-
ducing scientists.

People, you knew what you
were getting into when you
came here. If you didn’t, it’s
your own damned fault. If you
think the classes are too hard, go
somewhere else. If you think
there aren’t enough women
here, then go somewhere else.
If you think you spend too much

time doing work, go some-
where else. There is absolutely

no reason to put yourself

through the things this place
requires unless you either love
what you do, or are willing to
suffer now for money later.
There has not been a single
day since I arrived at Caltech
that I did not think to myself, at

If you think the classes
are too hard, go some-

where else. -

least once, “Wow am I lucky to
be here.” This is no exaggera-
tion — not a single day has
passed I didn’t consciously
wonder at how lucky I am to
be here.

Sure, I’ve complained
about how hard an assignment/
class/term was going to be. But
never have I confused this cog-
nizance of difficulty with scorn
for the Institute.

The other day, as I listened
to a freshman physics major
whine about how much he
hated it here, I asked him why
he was a physics major. “Well,
you have to major in some-
thing,” he replied. Motiva-
tional, isn’t it? That is what state
schools are for — people that
have to major in something.
Caltech is for the elite, for the
inspired.

As of late, it seems this
voice of apathy has been shap-

ing Caltech more and more.
The removal of Ph 2c, the cas-
tration of Ma 2, seem conces-
sions to this mediocre major-
ity. In making the path easier,
the journey is becoming less
worthwhile.

I believe you shouldn’t be
able to pass a class without at-
tending lecture. Not that profs

should take attendance,
but that the class should be
difficult enough that with-
out the insights of the pro-
fessor it is not doable.

I believe Biology majors
should have to take Ph 2c,
and a full year of Ma 2.

The average Physics major is
far more conversant in basic
biology than the average bi-
ology major is in basic statis-
tical physics/thermodynam-
ics.

We all knew what we
were getting into by attending
Caltech, and those that didn’t
found out quickly. Caltech is
a phenomenal place, with
amazing opportunities for
those that look. Thus, there
are only two sorts of students
here: those that love it here,
and those that should be
somewhere else.

It really is that simple.

“Cyrano: So, this is your re-

venge?

Compte de Guiche: Take this

to mean that I serve my king

and vent my spleen.”
—Rostand

FREE MONEY!

The Tech is
running out of
prank photos. We
are offering $50
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EMryN HUGHES

BY AUTUMN LOOULEN

It’s 1 a.m. You’'re running
an experiment that costs
$100,000 a day, and your tar-
get just blew up. Your gradu-
ate students are sobbing. What
do you tell everyone to restore
morale and save your project?

Emlyn Hughes challenged
the Physics 2b class to answer
the question — on the final!

Hughes, who does re-
search in high energy and
nuclear physics, is well-known
" students, though he has only
been on campus for a year. He
has been very involved with
the student Houses, going to
student events “about every
other weekend.” He was sur-
prised at the amount of fund-
ing for student-faculty interac-
ion: “I skied with Dabney
without paying a penny. Now,
that’s incredible.  That
wouldn’t happen anywhere
glse,” he said.

What are his impressions
of Caltech so far? “I like it
here — there’s no question
about it. What's different
about Caltech is the students.

like that it’s small, that ev-
eryone knows everyone.

It’s awfully quiet
here at night, though.
I"m sure it’s different
at the student houses,
but in the [Throop
and Millikan] pond
area, it’s incredible
how quiet it gets. I'm not used
to that.”

Hughes has a lot of ques-
tions about Caltech traditions,
and is well-known among the
students. He used some of the
interview to get in questions of
his own: about the MOSH (why
are the students so interested in
who the MOSH is?), and about
Interhouse (why was it
stopped?). “[Interhouse]
sounded like a nice idea ,” he
said. “There are so many smart
people here, we ought to be able
to figure out a way to avoid the
problems.”

Hughes taught Ph 2b this
year. “It was the first class I'd
ever taught. ... I was terrified of
coming here and teaching a
bunch of Caltech students who
are all smarter than I am. It’s
not easy to walk into Bridge and
give a lecture. Being put up in
front of Caltech students is
scary.”

He says teaching was “a bi-

=

zarre experience.” “Seeing
the student reaction to my sto-
ries was interesting. ... [ have
no idea what I look like up
there. Before I said some-
thing, I didn’t know what the
reaction would be, whether
people would think it’s in-
structional, funny or just plain
stupid.”

Hughes decided early on
that he wanted to teach Ph 2b.
What was the course’s ap-
peal? “Part of the reason I
wanted to teach Ph 2b was
that such a course isn’t taught
anywhere else in the country.
Caltech is the only place
where you could get away
with requiring people who
aren’t physics majors to pass
Quantum Mechanics to
graduate.”

Can you answer the ques-
tion at the beginning of the ar-
ticle? If not, it’s time to take
Ph 2b.

Jim Arvo

BY AuTUuMN LOOLEN

“I think undergraduates
are one of the great pleasures

being here,” said Jim
Arvo, who is teaching CS2d
this year. “I’ve been really
mpressed by them —
they’re fun to teach and a

CLASSIFIED ADS

ervices

PREGNANT? - We are a pro-
fessional, married couple, a
pilot and a nurse hoping to
Start a family through adop-
ition. We have a lovely home
‘and will teach good values and
iprovide all emotional, physical,
Ispiritual and material wants in
life to your healthy baby. We
are willing to pay all medical
jexpenses allowed by law.
‘Please help us by calling toll
| free: 1-888-921-BABY.

| AUTO REPAIR - Complete Ser-
vice. Smog Checks, Tune-Ups,
0il Change, Brakes, Electrical,
Engine Repairs, etc. Hrant
'Auto Service, 1477 E. Wash-
ington Blvd., Pasadena, (818)
798-4064 (818) 791-1993.
Call for Appointment. Dis-
count for students and staff.

Jobs

'SECRETARY WANTED - Part-
‘time. University and TEX ex-
perience a plus. Fax resume
to Boris (213) 740-2424.

(Housing

'FOR LEASE - 327 North Story
Place, Alhambra. Character
‘home, 2 bedrooms. $1500 a
'month. Agent: Mary Fox 818-
979-4220.

great asset for re-
search. I’'m paying
several undergradu-
ates to do pro
gramming for me now,
and I'm very im-
pressed with what they
can do. They’re one of
the things that make
Caltech special.”
Arvo enjoys
teaching, but admits,
“CS20 is probably

more fun for me than

for my students.” Some of his
students seem to be having fun
in class, though. *On
Haloween, one of my students
came to class dressed as Tom
Apostol’s calculus book,” he
told the T ech.

Though Arvo hasn’t been
involved with the student
houses yet, he plans to visit at
some point. “I’d love to go on
a tunnel tour,” he said. “I'm
not surprised students have fig-
ured out how to get down
there. If there’s an odd way to
get from A to B, you can bet
students will figure it out.”

Arvo spends some of his
free time juggling. “I keep
meaning to bring my clubs to
my office,” he said. He also
enjoys athletics, especially
racket sports like squash. As
a grad student, he was very ac-
tive: “I used to run a 10k ev-
ery weekend when I was a grad
student.”

Arvo’s cats also keep him
entertained. “My two cats
have very distinct personalities
— they’re absolutely polar. If

there’s a big crash, one goes
running off to hide in the
closet; the other goes to see
what made the sound.”
Research projects take
most of Arvo’s time right

now. “One of my projects
right now is trying to figure
out ways to make comput-
ers more useful assistants in
mathematics. I'm also
working on new ways of in-
teracting with computers
and new ways to use comp
uters as a tool to do or teach
mathematics.... I'm work-
ing with Pietro Perona (EE)
on ways to make computers
understand human gestures.
It could be a much more in-
tuitive way to interact with
a computer. I’m also doing
work in computer vision:
teaching computers to see,
to extract information from
an image or sequence of im-
ages. For example, we're
trying to teach computers to
understand the geometry of
something a camera is
pointing at.”
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The Outside World

by Myfanwy Callahan

BewinG, CHINA —

A senior Tibetan monk was con-
victed and sentenced to six years
in prison for passing information
to the Dalai Lama. The monk
was accused of informing the
Dalai Lama, exiled from China
for the past 32 years, of the re-
sult of their search for the next
Panchan Lama, the second most
important religious leader in Ti-
bet.

FREETOWN, SIERRA LEONE —

Skirmishes over the weekend
between Sierra Leone Army
Units and a militia of traditional
hunters killed at least 80 people
including 30 civilians. Fighting
has broken out in the northern
and eastern parts of the country.

JERUSALEM, ISRAEL —

The United Nations Committee
Against Torture summoned Is-
rael to face charges of legaliz-
ing practices which violate in-
ternational convention against
torture. Israeli officials declared
that “moderate physical pres-
sure” was necessary in the in-
terrogation of suspected terror-
1sts.

KINSHASA, ZAIRE —

Africa’s longest serving dictator,
President Mobutu Sese Seko
announced he will leave the
country on Wednesday for
health reasons, as rebel forces
draw nearer to the capital. Rebel
leader Laurent Kabila stated his
intention to hunt down Mobutu
and his closest supporters should
he refuse to resign.

KISANGANI, ZAIRE —
Some 50,000 Rwandan Hutu
refugees walked 1000 miles
to reach the western bor-
der of the Congo.
Meanwhile 80,000 re-
main in camps where
the United Nations is
trying to airlift them

home. Some 40,000

are still unaccounted for and
may be victims of reported mass
killings by Zairan rebels.

Rirt VALLEY, KENYA —

At least 77 cattle rustlers were
killed or drowned when security
officers attacked a group near
the swollen Kerio river. Clan
violence has increased in the
area recently, and often involves
cattle rustling.

NEw York —

Mousa Mohammed Abu
Marzook, long suspected of or-
ganizing terrorist attacks in
Hamas, was released Monday
after 22 months in a Manhattan
prison and returned to Jordan.
Both the Israeli and US govern-
ments had wanted to keep him
imprisoned but had not found
sufficient evidence to convict.

Unrtep NaTiONs —

China threatened retaliation if
UNESCO did not dissociate it-
self from the press freedom
award it gave to journalist Gao
Yu. Ms. Gao has been impris-
oned since 1994 for reporting on
how Communist Party leaders
control government decision
making.

WasningTon, D.C. —

A US Government report an-
nounced Wednesday that the
Swiss Government deliberately
failed to return money which
Nazis had confiscated from Eu-
ropean banks and holocaust vic-
tims in WWIIL. The report also
faulted the US for neglecting the
issue at the time.
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Students Win Big: Dean’s Office Announces Scholarships:
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From THE DeaN’s OFFICE

Amy Herr Wins
Bibi Jentoft-Nilsen
Memorial Award

Amy
Herr, a se-
nior major-
ing in Engi-
neering, is
B this year’s
gl winner of
the Bibi
Jentoft-
Nilsen Me-
morial Award. This prize is
given in memory of Bibi Jentoft-
Nilsen, Caltech 89, who was an
exceptional student leader dur-
ing her time at Caltech. Bibi was
Director-at-Large on the ASCIT
Board of Directors, President of
Blacker House and was a stu-
dent representative on the Cur-
riculum Committee. She was
one of the stars of the cross
country, track and field and soc-
cer teams. After her untimely
death in 1990, a memorial fund
was established by her family
and friends to recognize out-
standing student leaders.

Amy was honored at a lun-
cheon on April 28 at The Ath-
enaeum for the effective leader-
ship she provided in her partici-
pation with the Caltech Y and
participation on student/faculty
committees. As the President of
the Caltech Y and student rep-
resentative to the Y Board of
Directors, Amy has coordinated
work onlnternational Day, Earth
Day, Semana Latina, and Y noon
concerts. Amy’s role with the
executive committee has often

(213) 934-81722

7202 Melrose Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90046

www.sta-travel.com

International Student Identity Cards

Around the World
Student Airfares

Domestic Discounts
Eurail Passes

TUDIEl” VEL

STA Travel is the world’s largest
travel organization specializing
in low-cost travel for students.

PSST! Got the urge to travel?
STA Travel has great student airfares to
destinations around the world. Go shopping

been one of facilitator and en-
courager. She worked hard to get
others involved and helped them
develop their skills. Amy has
also participated on the Fresh-
man Admissions Committee and
the Women’s Center Advisory
Committee. Her service to these
committees has made a differ-
ence to the quality of campus
life for undergraduates.

Gretchen Larson
Awarded Mabel
Beckman Prize

Gretchen Larson has won
the 1997 Mabel Beckman Prize.
This award is dedicated to the
memory of Mabel Beckman
who supported Caltech as a
friend and benefactor for over
fifty years. The prize bearing
Mrs. Beckman’s name is
awarded
annually to
a woman
student
upon
completion
of her jun-
ior or senior
year and is
made in
recognition of demonstrated
academic and personal excel-
lence, contribution to the Insti-
tute community, and outstand-
ing qualities of character and
leadership.

Gretchen was selected for
the qualities of outstanding lead-
ership and service she has
shown her four years at Caltech.
Her work as Senior Class Presi-
dent, and as upper class couselor

on our website for current

student airfares. cgﬁ:
Si/] :
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Spring Break

Travel Insurance
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and social and athletic team
member in Fleming House is
particularly admirable.

The selection committee felt
that Gretchen exemplifies the
qualities that Mrs. Beckman val-
ued. Her concern and support for
her fellow students is greatly
admired. Gretchen’s desire to
serve others in the Caltech com-
munity have allowed her to
make tremendous contributions
to Caltech.

Gretchen will be honored
with the Mabel Beckman Prize
at commencement on June 13,
1997.

Dave Bacon and
Priya Rai Win
Hinrichs Award

Dave Bacon and Priya Rai
are the winners of the 1997
Hinrichs Memorial Award. Es-
tablished by the Board of Trust-
ees, this
award is
given in
memory of
Frederic W.
Hinrichs, Jr.
who served
for more
than 20
years as a
dean and professor at the Insti-
tute. In remembrance of his
honor, courage, and kindness,
the award bearing his name is
made annually to seniors who
have made the greatest contri-
bution to the student body dur-
ing their undergraduate years at
the Institute. The award also rec-
ognizes students of outstanding

character, leadership, and re-
sponsibility.

Dave was selected for the
exceptionally capable leader-
ship and service he has provided
during his years at Caltech.
Dave has been Vice President of
Ruddock House during his
sophomore and junior years,
Junior Class Secretary/Trea-
surer, and 1HC Chair. He has
also served Caltech by being a
member of the Academic Re-
search Committee, Core Cur=
riculum Committee (including
Steering Committee), Dean
Search Committee, Earthquake
Preparedness Committee, Qual-
ity of Student Life Committee,
and Caltech 1a Committee.
Dave’s work as a member of the
Core Curriculum Steering Com-
mittee and the new Caltech la
Orientation Committee has been
exemplary.

Priya was selected for her
outstanding leadership skills and
for the service she has provided
to her fellow students during her
years at Caltech. She has been
President of the SURF Student
Advisory Committee, Chair of
the International Students Pro-
gram Planning Group, Treasurer
of the Organization of the As-
sociated Students from the In-
dian Subcontinent (OASIS), and
Treasurer of the Women’s Glee
Club. Priya’s work during inter-
national student orientation has
been very helpful to new inter-
national students.

Their dedication to service,
their ability to lead broad groups
with diverse viewpoints, and
their strong interpersonal skills
make both Dave and Priya valu-
able and influential members of

the Caltech community. They
will receive the Frederje
Hinrichs, Jr. Memorial Award at
commencement on June |3,
1997.

Peter Stobbe Chosen

for J. Zeigler Memo-

rial Award 1997

Peter Stobbe has been cho-
sen this year’s winner of the
Fredrick J. Zeigler Memorial
Award. Peter is a sophomore
majoring in applied mathematics,
The award was based on the rec-
ommendations of his mathemat-
ics profes-
SOrS, suc-
cess in
classes and
interest in
mathemat-
ics, which
he exhibits
to a high de-
gree.

For the past two summers
Peter has worked at the Rockwell
Science Center in Thousand
Oaks with the Flex Force Tech-
nical Personnel for Control and.
Information Management De-
partment.

This award was established .
in 1989 to honor Fredrick J.
Zeigler, a member of the class of *
1976 and an applied mathemat-
ics major. The award is givento
a pure or applied mathematics
student in the sophomore or jun-
ior year who has shown excel-
lence in scholarship as demon-
strated in class activities or in
preparation of an original paper
or essay in any subject area.

SLC: What You Had to Say

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
ability to back the students.

(3) The administrator’s
comment that student-adminis-
tration relations are similar to
child-parent relations invokes
a sense of OUTRAGE in me.
I am just as much an adult as
the lady who made this com-
ment. If the administration
seeks to limit liability to pro-
vide for the “common good”
then they should address their
concerns to the currently
SELF-POLICING student
bodies (IHC, the BoC, etc.).
This self-policing quality,
more than the academics, is
what makes Caltech special to
me.

(4) On the same topic, I
think that an integral part of in-
stituting policies at Caltech
should be discussion with stu-
dents. Students need to not
only be told explanations for
policies, but also to have a
hand in formulating them.

(5) Keys should be more
accessible to undergrads (if the
administration actually does
trust us with them.)

(6) A central question
seems to be: Who are the fac-
ulty accountable to? Until they
are made responsible, turning
to or relying on them is point-
less if they don’t take their as-
signments seriously.

EXCLUSION OF PERSON-
NEL:

(1) Since almost all Stu-
dent Affairs personnel are
staff, it does seems very
strange that staff are not ex-
plicitly included in the confer-
ence.

(2) I think the minimal
discussion about the lack of
support for staff and their in-
volvement in the Student Fac-
ulty Conference is important.
I am a member of the Student
Affairs staff and work very
hard to support student needs

and interests...yet, no one from
our area was involved in the
planning of the conference
even though such topics as ad-
missions, DAPAC policy,
Avery and Freshman orienta-
tion are a part of Student Af-
fairs.

P.S. Also there were more
Student Affairs staff in atten-
dance at the conference than
faculty!

OTHER:

(1) Let’s pay $20 a day to
TFM and get food we look for-
ward to!!”

(2) Get the lirtle t out to
grad students!

(3) LENGTHEN SPRING
BREAK!!! Ten days is NOT
enough. Push commencement
back if necessary-an extra
three days is worth it.

(4) IF YOU ADMIT ON
SEX AND NOT ABILITY,
I’LL TRANSFER.
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Oh dear, oh me, oh me,
oh my, oh oh ho, noooo!. I am
so]ulely flabbergasted by
he turn of events I will tell you
ibout it in a minute, assuming
fou keep on reading this. My
boo is as flattened as if it had
been run over by a steam
boller. Flattened like a tortilla
loh Semana Latina!) or like a

f hapathi.
“Why,” you ask, “why do
jou complain so?” — well,

st wait a minute, another
inute. [ am trying to tell you
ghy. It is because not a single
ffudent, not even a very small
bne, a lowly frosh innocent
‘ id fresh (I mean fresh like
fArish Spring” not like Jim
ey) or even a senior with
pthing left to do besides la-
ly waiting for Commence-
lent . . ..

Well, I guess the Frosh are

FEATURES

Dean’s Corner

13422 entries!!

by Jean-Paul Revel

up to the
kazoo in midterms,
and on grades yet, for the
first time. They should prob-
ably be absolved; [ can’t really
blame them. In their case, the
behavior that has so crushed
me may not have been caused
by apathy, but by self interest,
doing what must be done, teeth
gritted, eyes glazed, nights
wasted, daytime photons unap-
preciated.

Actually, come to think of
it, maybe also I can understand
the seniors. After all, they are
busy stacking their stacks, to-
morrow, tomorrow is the day
— no, that can’t be; tomorrow
when you read this will be Sat-
urday, and [ would already
know if it were today. But
maybe tomorrow won’t come,
coz you might not read this . .

So that leaves the Sopho-
mores, but I guess they are just
being sophomoric and why

should
they care that
things are as they are.

Leaving the juniors to
blame. They have less of an
excuse than anyone of course,
but I guess they are getting
ready to finish the require-
ments they have managed to
postpone till now, because
their advisor was out of town
or hiding from them behind a
big fat desk with a huge moni-
tor on top, so they had to see
his secretary instead, juniors
getting all ready for a restful
senior year, who can blame
them after all? They have
worked hard to get there.

So everyone has an ex-
cuse, are you still with me all
of you?

Maybe that’s a paranoid
response. I should not take it
personally; maybe I am to
blame, I surely am to blame,
me and no one else of course.
First the buck stops here, that’s
one good reason. Second,
maybe I misprinted my ad-
dress (revelj@cco), 1 mean
how can I expect mail to reach

ELECTRIFYING EPICS OF ENTERTAINMENT FEATURING\

ADAM VILLANI:

MEDIA GUY

by Adam Villani

Ellen is Gay!

The Television Event of the Year is here,
and it’s that Ellen DeGeneres’ character on
her show “Ellen,” conveniently also named
Ellen, has come out of the closet and an-
nounced that she’s gay. Not exactly a surprise,
this was the most overhyped TV show in a
long time, and the studio audience responded
in kind with uproarious laughter and cheer-
ing any time a character on the episode so
much as breathed audibly.

But maybe this wasn’t overhyped, and it
really was groundbreaking. It’s easy for us
young academians to think the whole thing
is passé, but for the country as a whole, the
facts bear out otherwise. In a nationwide
KTLA poll, 48% of respondents thought that
the subject matter of the episode was not ap-
propriate for prime time TV, against 29% that
said it was appropriate. Ideally, Hollywood
wouldn’t make such a big deal about homo-
sexuality, but until people get used to it, it
seems like a necessary move.

As for the show itself, which I had never
watched before, it was mildly amusing, which
is, I guess above average for a TV program.

The Orb, Orblivion

The Orb isn’t as big on the electronic mu-
sic scene as they were just a few years ago,
but while this new album doesn’t really offer
anything new, Orblivion is still a very good
album. After the great opener “Delta MKII,”
the first half of the album sort of goes on au-
topilot, though it’s still quite listenable and
not as unfocused as their disappointing per-

formance last year at Organic "96. They really
come alive with the seventh track, “S.A.L.T.,”
which builds to an awesome climax as it
samples a large part of David Thewlis’ fright-
ening rant about bar codes and the Apocalypse
from the movie Naked. Following that is the
single release “Toxygene,” which features a
luscious beat that rivals the classic “Little
Fluffy Clouds,” and is flawed only by being
too short. While this album is excellent for use
an ambience, it’s rich enough to demand care-
ful repeat listenings.

When We Were Kings

I didn’t manage to get around to seeing this
Oscar-winning documentary until recently, but
I strongly recommend catching it before it dis-
appears from screens completely. Filmed in
1974 but tied up for financial reasons until late
last year, this movie rivetingly documents
Muhammad Ali’s phenomenal comeback fight
in Zaire against a young George Foreman.
While he does go a bit overboard with his in-
terviews of intellectuals like Norman Mailer
and George Plimpton, director Leon Gast’s
camera captures one of the most charismatic
figures of the century at his best, defying all
the oddsmakers and proving that his bragga-
docio was for real. Shaq, Dennis Rodman, and
Tiger Woods look positively like wallflowers
next to Ali in his prime. It's simply amazing to
watch Ali mix politics with sports and whip-
ping up crowds by being as agile with his
tongue as he is in the ring. 23 years later,
Muhammad Ali still makes you want to stand
up and cheer.

me if I entered the wrong ad-
dress and it was correctly
printed, of course, of course,
by the editors of the Tech, our
own Tech . ... Oh I forgot to
tell you what I am talking
about . . ..

Let me see, Page 1, well
that’s if you don’t count the
real page one, you know, the
one only the students should
see. Page 2, page . . . Ah, there
it is, the thing I am talking
about, that I still have not man-
aged to mention, the Dean’s
Corner, and yes, at the end,

right there, clearly printed is-

my e-mail address (revelj
@cco), printed without a flaw
. . . so there was no excuse for
not writing to me except for
apathy, or not reading Jean-
Paul the II's column.

So what of it? Well, it is
like this; stick with me,
Techies, stick with me. I'll let
you know in good time, I will,
I promise. Word of horror I
tells ya. That’s what I feel:
horror, revulsion, disappoint-
ment, sorrow, self-pity.

I asked for nominations
from the great student polloi,
the unwashed populace, oh
you cream of the cream, top of
the crop, the bestest of the
best, I asked for nominations
for the posh position of mosh
and what do I get? nutting,
absolutely nutting. Not a
single one nutty nomination.

Eagerly on Saturday I read
my mail, but nothing . . . well
of course it was early, much
too early, surely by Sunday
thought I, I'll have an earful,
or rather an eyeful . . . but no,
Sunday passed without student
controlled electrons coming
my way, and so did Monday
and now it’s Tuesday and I am
behind my deadline and I'd
better send something to Au-
tumn, or she’ll send Wren af-
ter me, and so I decided to re-
write my column and question
your apathy.

I know, you are not alone,
oh you pathetic apathetic ones.
I know because I checked
“apathy” on the web (13422
entries) and came up with the
feeling that it has spread far
and wide.

Listen to this pearl: hardly
anyone, well, maybe a few, but
far too few people came to lis-
ten to and talk to the prospec-
tive President being inter-
viewed publicly at the Univer-
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sity in Laredo, Texas. There
were also complaints about
apathy in the Wayland MA
High School Newsletter. Why,
they even had to cancel the
sock hop, no that was not
there, in Wayland they can-
celed the Disco . . . and at
Harvey Mudd . . . .

I'll make a long story a bit
shorter by reporting right away
that at MIT, yes you read right,
at MIT (but what do you ex-
pect) only a few hundred
people out of 4000 (or was it
50007) voted in student elec-
tions a couple of years ago. |
quote, “that many people can’t
be all wrong.” So is it like that
there too?

Is it catching, slowly go-
ing around the globe like some
flu epidemic starting from pigs
and ducks in the Chinese hin-
terland? Are we all catching
the “vote apathy, we don’t
care” (ibid.) disease?

In spite of being so down
hearted I can’t resist, while I
am at it, I can’t resist telling
you the good news: we are way
ahead of them. Their Tech of
May the 2nd, 1997 announces:
“Dilbert is here!!” and of
course we have had Dilbert for
a long time now, well, most
weeks. }

So even though apathy is
rampant, a serpent in our
midst, I don’t get it. Your apa-
thy flattens me like a chapathi.

Here is the chance to tell
us what you'd like in a mosh,
to propose names for a mosh
with whom you all have em-
pathy with, a person who
you’ll interact with a lot and
you express no opinion? Does
everyone feel so downtrodden
that there is no point to even
participate? One thing is sure,
if you don’t speak you won’t
be heard. May luck bring you
what you desired.

Of course if you don’t ex-
press your opinion that leaves
you free to complain. I did not
vote for it, sez you, don’t
blame me. And we all know
that complaining is such sweet
SOTTOW.

Apathy, oh apathy!

Your Deanish Chapathi! (I
know chapathis are not Dan-
ish, you silly.)

A bientdt,

MG Reel
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BY DaIsy JAMES

Danny The Champion
of the World
Roald Dahl
e

I can not say too much about
Dahl’s abilities as a story writer.
He can make a commonplace
event come alive with humor or
tragedy, and he rarely writes
about commonplace events.

Danny is about a boy’s life
with his father, and the book is
Danny trying to explain to the
reader why his is the most mar-
velous and exciting father any
boy ever had. Though it is never
dwelled upon, they are obvi-
ously very poor, living in a tiny
caravan next to the filling sta-
tion that his father owns and
runs.

I don’t want to say too much
about the plot, but the adventure
begins with Danny learning a
secret that his father has been
keeping for years and is pulled
into the biggest plot the town has
ever known. The whole story is
told with charming candor, and

I think that if I try to say more
this will become just too saccha-
rine to print.

A Puzzle for Fools
Patrick Quentin
Eat

If I get a bad grade on my
O. chem. midterm I’'m blaming
this book. It was given to me to
review while I was in the middle
of studying and it caused some
sizable breaks in my attempts to
learn what a carboxylic acid is.
Needless to say, I found it pretty
engrossing, or at least more so
than my textbook.

A Puzzle for Fools is essen-
tially a country house murder,
with the twist being that it’s set
in a mental hospital. It has the
set group of people who could
be suspects, the limited setting
and basic interactions, the doc-
tors who take the roles of hosts,
the staff of servants, etc. that are
typical of that classic genre of
mysteries, but the setting itself
give a flair of the unusual.

FEATURES

The story is narrated by Pe-
ter Duluth, a recovering alco-
holic who is among the more
sane of the inmates of the asy-
lum. By virtue of his sanity, and
the fact that he discovers the
bodies, Duluth is taken into the
confidence of the authorities and
tries to solve the mystery on his
own.

The murderer starts with a
campaign of frightening various
inmates and using their neuro-
ses to his advantage. He (and I
should mention that I'm using
the indefinite pronoun here)
then moves on to a particularly
gruesome and brutal murder.

To criticize, I would say that
the murderer is a bit too miracu-
lous, and has too many skills
that just happen to be perfect for
the job at hand. It’s not entirely
believable and tends to the
melodramatic. The other prob-
lem was that it got very confus-
ing at the end, when I was cer-
tain that it had been stated that
one person was the murderer,
but then the very characters that
made the statement seemed to
ignore and forget it, leaving a
welter of confusion that was
never cleared up.

REVIEW BY DAISY JAMES

This term, in addition to
its usual performances,
TACIT is presenting an
original one-act play written
by freshman Onureena
Banerjee and directed Tiy
sophomore Diana Lavely.
It’s a two person play, really
more of a one-scene than a
one-act, that’s about eight
minutes long.

The two characters are
an elderly couple, played by
Scott Van Essen and Tanya
Tickel, who have just re-
ceived a letter from their son
informing them that he has
a new job in a toothpaste
factory, screwing on the
caps (inspired, perhaps, by
that being Charlie Bucket’s
father’s job in Charlie and
the Chocolate Factory?)

The husband is disap-
pointed in and the mother is
defending the son, at first.
The conversation shifts to
their own dreams and disap-
pointments and eventually
they resolve their feelings

TACIT PLay
REVIEW

The Letter

by Onureena Banerjee

about their son and their
lives.

The acting is admirable,
especially considering the
difficulties of getting into a
character with no backstage,
almost no set, and settings
such as the Coffeehouse and
the Red Door, which are
pretty far removed from a
typical suburban kitchen,
where the play is set.

My main criticism
would be about the way that
the was closed, with Tickel
turning to the audience, put-
ting her hands on the back
of her head and saying,
“QOooh, all done.” I thought
that this spoiled the moment
left by the closing lines and
I would have been happier
with a simpler scene.

“The Letter” will be per-
formed at the Coffeechouse
on May 13 and 15 at 10:30
p.m. and at the Red Door
Cafe on May 18 at 4 p.m.
and on May 16 at 3:30, 4,
and 4:30 p.m. All perfor-
mances are free and tipping
is appreciated.
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I CALCULATED THE TOTAL
TIME THAT HUMANS
HAVE WAILTED FOR WEB
PAGES TO LOAD...

| ARE YOU TELLING ME [ FLASHBACK |

SOMETIMES T THINK THE wEE' BRING DowN THE CLOTHES... SORT THE CLOTHES... BRING UP THE CLOTHES... || I SEE Yoy PickEDUP  You
Is A BIG PLOT TO KEEP WASH THE CLOTHES... FOLD THE CLOTHES... PUT AWAY THE CLOTHES... || MoRE BRoCHURES FoR  THINK
PEOPLE LIKE ME DRY THE CLOTHES... IRON THE CLOTHES... BRING DoWN MORE CLOTHES. | | FAMILY NUDIST Colonigs, I'M

\m

IT CANCELS OUT ALL
THE PRODUCTIVITY
GAINS OF THE INFOR-
MATION AGE.
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AWAY FROM
NORMAL SOCIETY.
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The Simpsons
Mary Tyler Moore Show
Ferris Beuller’s Day Off

Splash

SES/H 158: The Scientific Revolution

B imensions Protan ¢ Ray Charles
PS/Ec 172: Non-Cooperative Game Theory WOOdy Herman
Ph 1/Ph 2: Classical Mechanics and Stan Kenton
 Electromagnetism/ Statistical Physics, Waves, ++++++++t+t++t+++++
: MRS Alf Clausen wrote music for all of the above
e R Py e and he will conduct the Caltech Jazz Bands

too! (When? Read on!)

History xxx: The Environmental History
of Los Angeles

Ph 161: Introduction to Complex Systems Paul Asimow arranged music for the
102/103: Elementary and Intermediate French _CalteCh ConcertBand CD
Bi xxx: Methods in Computational and he will conduct the Caltech Concert Band
Molecular Biology (Keep reading!)
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Also featuring!
Connie Josias Brigitte Roth
Trudi Wreede Greg Reynard
Bill Bing The Audience

o Saturday, May 10, 1997
o Beckman Auditorium, 8:00 PM

o Free and open to the public!
137 Beckman Institute - x2885 - tidewcco for further information, please call (818) 395-4652
http/Avwww.cco.caltech.edu/tider
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* The Caltech Jazz Bands and the
Caltech Concert Band, directed
by William Bing, will be preform-
ing their Bandorama with special
guest conductors Alf Clausen and
Paul Asimow, on Saturday, May
10th, at 8pm in the Beckman Audi-
torium. Clausen is the composer of
the music for “The Simpsons™ and
director of music for “The Mary
Tyler Moore Variety Hour.”
Asimow is a graduate student in
geology at Caltech. Admission is
free and is open to the public with-
out tickets.

* Student Chamber Music
Concerts will be held on Sun-
day, May 11, at 7:30 p.m. and
Saturday, May 17, at 8 p.m. in
Dabney Lounge. Admission
free.

* Diva Complex (the women'’s
quartet with Attitude!) will be
performing a Mother’s Day
Concert sponsored by Caltech
Women’s Glee Club The con-
cert will be on Sunday, May
I1th, at 3:00pm in the Dabney
Lounge. Admission:$10 gen-
eral; $5 student.
* Caltech’s

Men’s and

Women’s Glee Clubs will be
featured in concert on Friday,
May 16th, at 8:00pm and Sun-
day, May 18th, at 3:00pm in the
annual Spring Concert in
Dabney Lounge. The groups
will each perform a separate sec-
tion, then combine to sing “Zum
Fest der heilgen Cecilia” (for the
Festival of St. Cecilia) by Fanny
Mendelssohn Hensel (sister of
the famous composer Felix
Mendelssohn) and excerpts
from Liebeslieder Waltzer by
Johannes Brahms, in honor of
the centennial of the composer’s
death in 1897.

* TACIT will be presenting Don
Juan in Hell by George Bernard
Shaw. Showing in Dabney Hall, on
May 23rd, 24th, 30th, and 31st at
8:00pm, and May 25th, 26th, and
June 1Ist at 2:00pm. General Ad-
mission is $8 and student admission
is $5. For more information call
x4652 or email
tickets @caltech.edu.

Notices

Mints

¥ denotes a new announcement.

* AACIT will be holding a general
membership meeting at 7:30pm
May 14th It will include the pro-
gram: “Fly to work, or just a lot of
work to fly?” featuring Bryan Allen.

Johns Hopkins University will be
running a summer program for 7th
and 8th grade students at Caltech
this year. There are several open-
ings for TAs, RAs, instructors, and
office help. JHU will pay for room
and board for the duration of classes
and pay a stipend as well. The pro-
gram will run from June 23th to
August 9th. If you are interested in
applying for these jobs, please con-
tact Keith Counsell as keithc@cco,
at x3320, or in the Housing Annex
between the hours of 8:00am and
5:00pm.

* The Student Services Process
Engineering Group (STAR) is
soliciting participation in Focus
Group sessions to share your
experiences with student ser-
vices and ideas for ways that we
may better serve you in the fu-
ture. Student Services, for the
purpose of this project, encom-
passes the following Offices:
Admissions, Registration, Fi-
nancial Aid, Student and Em-

ployee Accounts, Housing, Fel-
lowships, Career Development,
Alumni Association, Residence
Life, Counseling Center, Health
Center, Graduate Office, Under-
graduate Dean and athletics. We
will be meeting with faculty, stu-
dents, staff and alumni from
May 19th, 1997, through June
6th, 1997. If you are interested
in participating in a Focus
Group, please contact Ellen Har-
ris via e-mail at
ellen@finaid.caltech.edu.

From the Counseling

Center

Looking for a safe and supportive
place to discuss issues such as com-
ing out, being out, dealing with fam-
ily, coping with a homophobic cul-
ture, and being GLB at Caltech?
Want somewhere just to make new
friends? You are invited to the Gay/
Lesbian/Bisexual Discussion
Group, which meets on the first and
third Tuesdays of each month from
7:30pm till 10:00pm in the Health
Center lounge. This is a confiden-
tial meeting and acttending does not

imply anything about a person’s ‘|
sexual orientation—only that he or |
she is willing to be supportive ip
this setting. The group usually dis-
cusses a particular relevant topig
and then moves on to the general
discussion. Refreshments are |
served. If you would like more in-
formation, please call x8331.

Fellowships

and Scholarships

From the Fellowships Advising and
Resources Office, x2150, e-mail
lauren_stolper
@starbase | .caltech.edu:

The American Association of Uni-
versity Women offers a number of
fellowships to women who are U S,
citizens or permanent residents, in-
cluding one year post-doctoral fel-
lowships and special dissertation
fellowships. The international fel-
lowship is awarded to women who
are not citizens of the U.S. or per-
manent residents who are engaged
in full-time grade or post-graduate
study in the U.S. A poster with a
tear-off card that allows you to send
for an application is posted on our
main bulletin board.

From the Financial Aid Office, 515
S. Wilson, second floor.

“Hey, baby, what's your IP address?”

Will Working On
The Tech Improve
Your Love Life?

YES, say experts!
working on The Tech will improve your
lovelife. This woman has just completed an
article for The Tech. Her increased animal
magnetism has attracted this man from all
the way across the Olive Walk! Scientists in
Beckman Behavioral Biology Building
measured a factor of 1000 increase in her
attractive potential. While we can’t promise
the same results for you, we do promise you
that at least five eligible bachelors will be at
the Friday noon Tech meeting in the
Coffeehouse. This includes the voluptuous,
curvaceous, attractive, and very eligible Ryan
Cox, who became legal yesterday.

Studies indicate that

THE EDITORS WISH TO THANK CHRIS BROOKS FOR LAYING OUT THE ENTIRE PAPER THIS WEEK.

LAEMMLE THEATRES

ESQUIRE

2670 E. Colorado Blvd.
(818) 793-6149

COLORADO

2670 E. Colorado Blvd.
(818) 793-6149

ACADEMY
BARBER SHOP

27 N. Catalina Ave., Pasadena
Open Tues.-Sat., 7 A.M.-3 PM.

(818) 449-1681
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Chasing
Amy

Daily 4:45, 7:30, 10:00 p.m.
Sat-Sun Bargain Matinee 2:10 p.m.

Anna
Karenina

Daily 4:20, 7:00, 9:35 p.m.
Sat-Sun Bargain Matinee 1:40 p.m.

Ttme
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RESALE FLOTHLNG
or

WOMEN

1136 E. Green St. o Pasadena
(818) 796-9924
Wed 10-6 » Mon-Tue-Thu-Fri 10-5 e Sat 10-3
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