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Student--faculty conference: focus on Student Life Committee 
BY ERIK STREED 

Editors Note: Last week was pretty 

busy between prefrosh weekend and 

die student faculty conference. Since 

!he prefrosh were here, the Tech edi­

Ill" felt that it would be better to hold 

off full coverage of the studendac­

airy conference. Many sensitive is~ 

sues that nceded [0 be addressed were 

brought up. Extensive coverage of 

Ihese could unfairly bias prospective 

students against attending Caltech by 
presenting a skewed view and high, 

5ghting known problems out of pro­

portion. Even so, we the editors feel 

mat the srudent,faculty conference 

"'ould be covered in depth to reach 

!he many of you who didn't attend. 

Please responsd with your comments 

and suggestions [0 

oIitors@trch.(aitreh.,du. 

Beginning after lunch, the stu, 

dent~ee had the highest 

attendence of the day. However un' 

flergraduate turnout was still less men 

average day in Bi 1, which is also 

in Baxter Lecture Hall. In addi­

rion, only a handful of faculry ll'Iem­

bers and relevant staff were present. 

Conspicuously absent was Kim West, 

Ditector of Residence Life, for whom 

student life is a daily concern. 

Strangely. the committee dedi, 

tlted to student life had the fewest 

bumber of undergraduates on it 

(Ch ristie Edwards and Jim 

Buckwalter) who did not appeat to 

he an accurate representation of the 

undergraduate population. An 

agenda for the session started out 

with broader topics such as internal 

communications and advising for 

both the undergtaduate and gradu­

ate communities. Hot subjects such 

as the failure of Avery"House". Drug 

and Alcohol Policy at Cal tech 

(DAPAC), and dying traditions such 

as fireballs . 

The afternoon starred out with 

a discussion on communication 

within the Caltech Community. 

Questions about the existance of a 

Weekly Calander and an 

Ombudsman's office were raised by 

students who did not know where 

chey were. It was generally concluded 

that the creation of a Single compre, 

hensive listing/database of Caltech 

personnel and the potentially usefull 

skills they possess would be a good 

thing. 

Discussion then progressed to 

the current advising system for un' 

dergraduates and graduate students. 

A need was expressed that the cur, 

rent advising system is outmoded and 

change should be looked into. Dean 

Jean Paul Revel expressed his frustra, 

tion with the syndrome of secretar' 

ies signing yellow addl drop catds in 

place of consultations with professors 

about course change decisions. Sev, 

eral students felt that the need to have 

an advisor (or a secretary) was super­

fluous and thought that they were re' 

sponsible enough to select classes for 

themselves. Students with poor and 

good advising experiences testified 

about the current system. The over­

loaded advising schedule of professors 

in the Engineering and Applied Sci­

ences division cited as a particular 

source of concern. 

After these two moderately 

peaceful sections the issue of Avery 

arose. If Avery was to become the 

center of the Cal tech Community it 

has so far failed in its mission. A 

round oflaugher followed the expres­

sion of this purpose for Avery. While 

Avery clearly has better food then any 

other board option currently available 

to the undergraduate population. its 

dining hall is noC designed to host 

large influxes from the seven houses. 

This led to a joint Blacker Hovse! 
Avery dinner being canceled at the 

last minute earlier this year. Several 

Avery policies cited by undergradu­

ates as being contradictory to effec­

tive student involvement. interest, and 

growth included no cats, murals, or 

showering. These are all staples of 

undergraduate life in most of the 

seven houses. A major binding force 

in the existing houses are waited din' 

ners. Dinner is when houses come 

together as a group to eat and ex' 

change information though 

annoucements. The Student Life 

Committe~- informed the group 

present that lack of interest in waited 

dinners killed them at Avery. Ttans­

fer student Dusan Misevic identified 

possible sources of Avery's inactivity 

in stating, "Who went to Avery? 

People who got kicked out of theit 

SEE A~C ON PAGE 5 

Fourth Annual Media Science 
Symposium will be May 1 

BY MAX BENAVIDEZ 

Former presidential advisor and 

CUrrent U.S. News & World Report 

editor-at-large David Gergen; USC 

Annenbe rg School for 

Communication's new dean, Geoff 

Cowan; N P R science host I ra 

F1arow; and Caltech astronomer and 
NASA advisor Anneila Sargent are 

among the featured part icipants at 

this year's Media and Science Sym­

posium at the California Institute of 

Technology on May 1. 

The theme of the fourth annual 

symposium is "The 21st Centuty: 

The Multimedia Age:' The focus this 

year will be on emerging communi­

cations technologies and their effect 

on the news media, science report­

ing. and the public. In a world of 

news groups, Java applets, one-thumb 

browsing, digital signatures, Web 

TV, and streaming audio and video, 

what is the role of traditional media 

and what will the landscape of news 

reporting and delivery look like in the 

new century? Will the Internet 
dominate reporting of science? Will 

the more conventional means of news 

delivery be able to maintain the ir rel­

evance! What happens to public 

trust in the freewheeling world of on­

line news and information? 

In addition to Gergen, Cowan, 

Flatow, and Sargent, the 1997 sym­
posium participants will include John 

Beard, news anchor for Fox News; 

Blaine Baggen, vice president at 

KCET and producer of PBS's The 

Astronomers; H arry Gray, director 

of Caltech's Beckman Institute; Rob­

ert Lee H otz, science writer for the 

Los Angeles Times; and Kathy Saw­

yer, science reporter for The Wash­

ington Post. 

The symposium will begin with 

a panel discussion at 9 a.m. in Ramo 

Auditorium on the Caltech campus 

in Pasadena. A question-and-answer 

session will follow. Activities will 

continue after a lunch break. The 

keynote address in the afternoon will 

be presented by Gergen. Following 

a question-and-answer session, the 

symposium will adjourn at approxi­

mately 2 p.m. 

Earth Day '97 at Caltech 
BY TERRY MORAN 

The sixth annual Caltech Earth 

Day Celebration is to be held today, 

Friday, April 25, from 1l:30am to 

2:00pm in Winnett Quad. The Earth 

Day Celebration was started in 1970 

as an international celebration of the 

Earth meant to promote and increase 

awareness of environmental concerns 

and policy, and was introduced to 

Caltech in the hopes of increasing the 

community's environmental aware­

ness by the Caltech Environmental 

Task Force in 1991. Cuttently coor­

dinated thtough the efforts of the 

Caltech Environmental Task Force. 

the Caltech Y, and the Graduate Stu­

dent Counsel. Many of the boothes 

will also give fairgoers a chance to 

purchase from a truly unique selec­

tion of environmentally friendly 

goods with proceeds going towards 

many diverse environmental protec-

tIon groups. 

This year's celebrations promise 

to be even more robust than past years' 

with over twenty groups presenting a 

breadth of environmental issues and 

efforts that are currently being ad­

dressed, with booths from the Ameri­

can Council for an Energy Efficient 

Economy, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service, the Pure Food Campaign, and 

the Hemp Shak of Claremont. among 

others. 

Earth Day will also give hungry 

participants a chance to really "taste" 

the bteadth of the bounry of the earth 

by serving a wide varkty of tasty or­

ganic foods and foods produced by en­

vironmentally friendly processes for J. 

dollar donation, ptovided by the 

Whole Foods Market, Red Doot 

Cafe, and other organic food sellers. 

The celebration's atmosphere will 

be complemented by the preformance 

of the reggae and African band Alula. 

Avery greets summer with a water fight. 
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Rules are necessary for a civil society 
would be out in the middle of the 
desert, since to build the airport 

and expand it the right of eminent 

domain has probably been used. 

In Mr. Steven's article, he men~ 

tions what he sees as the govern~ 

ment continuing to encroach on 

our rights as individuals. Although 
I must agree that taxes are much 

higher than they need or should be, 
the idea of ridding ourselves of 

ideas such as eminent domain and 

zoning rights in pursuit of greater 
personal freedom is a very unin~ 

formed one. 

The original impetus for form­
ing government was that the gov~ 

ernment would cake away some of 

our rights, but in return would pro~ 

tect us, our possessions. and the 

public at large. 

Before government, we lived in 
a state of complete "freedom," in 

which we could do anything we 

wanted to. However, people 

form ed governm ent, giving up 

some of these rights, in order for 
protection and the advancement of 

the general good. 
The government's use of zon~ 

ing laws and eminent domain are a 

definite example of where the 

people should give up their rights 
in order to promote the common 

good. We give up our right to drive 
at 120 mph in order to promote the 

greater good of nor getting killed 

on the highways. There are many 
other examples of laws that are 

made in order to let us leader much 

less dangerous lives in order to glve 

up a hit of our freedom. 

Eminent domain is one such 

example. Eminent domain refers to 

the government's practice of fo rc~ 

ing people to sell their land so rhe 

governmenc can build important 

infrasrrucrul.'"e, such as interstates 

and airports. 

Although ir might be a bit of 
an inconvenience for the people 
who must move [0 make way for 

progress, it is better for a society as 

a whole. The people generally get 
paid a hit more than actual market 

value anyway. 

Imagine trying to get [0 

Calrech from LAX if no freeways 
existed. For that matter, LAX 

Zoning laws are yet another 

example of the governmem telling 

people what to do with their land 

for the greater good. Due to the 

fact that the morons in my county 

back home refused to vo te for zon­

ing laws, I have a gravel pit in my 
backyard. _ 

Zoning laws are instrumental 

in keeping up property values and 
ensuring that neighborhoods will 
not have heavy industrial factories 

or porn shops suddenly show u~n 
their midst. We need laws to pro ~ 

tect the individual, but we also need 

laws to protect sociery as a whole. 
In conclusion, laws mat restrict 

the individual are accepted, even 

The principle of private property in jeopardy 
BY NEIL STEVENS 

Ever since the first person 
was punished for stealing, govern~ 

ments have protected our right to 
properry. But, this trend is chang~ 

mg. 
With the inception of income 

tax, eminent domain, and "sacri~ 
fice," it seems that our govern~ 

ment, with no opposition from 

the people. is trying to take our 
property from us, instead ofkeep~ 

ing othcrs from making off with 
it. 

Public opinion is starting to 

shift this way, too. No, there was 

no mass support for the IRS this 
past tax day, but look at Bob 
Dole's loan to Speaker Gingrich. 
CNN-Time polls show that a 

majority of Americans feel that 
Dole's loan is wrong. 

Why is that! I don't quite un­
derstand . The way I see it, Dole 

is a private citizen, and he is 
choosing to loan money to an ~ 

other citizen. Who are the pub~ 

lie, the government, or a bunch of 

bankers in New York to say 
whether some Kansan has th e 
right to loan his own money as he 

SUMMER WORK-STUDY 
APPLICATIONS NOW 

AVAILABLE 

Information and applications for 1997 Summer 
Work-Study are available in the Financial Aid Of­
fice. If you are interested in Summer Work-Study, 
please submit the required application as soon as 
possible, but no later than June 2, 1997. Your 
entire financial aid application must be complete 
by June 2 to be considered If awarded, the work­
study funding will begin July 14, 1997. 

1997 -98 UPPER CLASS MERIT 
AWARDS 

Each year, the Faculty Committee on Scholarships and 
Financial Aid grants a number of Upper Class Merit 
Awards to the most academically talented of the Institute's 
Sophomores, Juniors, and occasionally, Freshmen. Up­
per Class Merit Awards are based on outstanding scholas­
tic achievement as demonstrated by exceptional perfor­
mance in formal classes and/or in independent research 
and not on financial need. Last year, the Committee rec­
ommended a total of 46 Upper Class Merit Awards. Awards 
ranged· from $6,000 to full-tuition, $18,000. The level of 
awards in any year is detennined by the number and cali­
ber of the applicants. 

Applications are available in the Financial Aid Office at 
515 S. Wilson: THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMIITING 
COMPLETED APPLICATIONS TO THE FINANCIAL 
AID OFFICE IS 5:00 PM ON APRlL25, 1997. 

chooses? for the unilateral confiscation of 

The public also takes for property, under the auspices of an 
granted basic services. The last audit, with little recourse for the 

time you traveled down a freeway, citizen. 
did you think about where the Apathy must end. Politics in 
land came from? Well, I did . this country used to be an inte ~ 

Whenever the government de~ gral part oflife, an interesting di~ 
cides that it wants your land, i~sion from the day~to~day 
buys it from you at "market" value. gri rld. Issues mattered, and par~ 
I place market in quotes because ties were responsibl e to the 

a market implies free choi ce, people. Many a party in this 
which a citizen lacks in claims of country has faded in the past, but 
eminent domain. Wh ere's the the modern R epubli cans and 
outcry? Democrats are entrenching them~ 

What about taxes? Estate selves endlessly. And, with this 
taxes of 50%, income taxes of 38%, party entrenchment comes gov ~ 

and more, all enforced by an m~ ernment entrenchment. 

dependent set of tax courts, sub ~ Only the citizens can change 
ject to d ifferent standards than anything, and we must . Other~ 

t raditional civil and criminal law. wise, more of us will lose our free 

T here is staggering potencial here choi ce, OUf homes, o r our savings. 

The TID EWorld 
by Carol Casey 

PASADENA, CALIFORNIA 

Caltech students still holding out for a 
great summer job should consider the 
TIDE program. It is a chance to help 
improve the teaching of a Caltech 
course by working with the faculty 
instructor in developing computer­
based teaching tools. Courses cover a 
wide range of disciplines. .. -
INTERNET, WORLD WIDE 

Interesting TIDE opportunities can be 
viewed on the World Wide Web. URL: 
www.cco.caltech.edU/-tide/ 

*lIt-* 

137 BECKMAN INSTITUTE, CALTECH 

More information about the various 
TIDE opportunities can be found at 
this location. Applications, general 
program information, and speCific 
course listings are available. Students 
may also call x2885. --------' 

THE CALIFORNIA T ECH 

necessary. if they promotc the 
greater good of society. This does 

not mean I suppOrt more govern. 
ment intervention in life. T he dif. 
feren ces between my views and 

those of Mr. Stevens. thus, can be 

best characterized as follows: he be­
lieves that the fundamental righu 
of the individual arc just that, fun­
damental and God-given, and that 

government should not be able to 
transgress them, no matter wh<l.t 

the cost. I. on the other hand, see 

the protection of our freedoms as <I. 

necessary part of an advancing so­

ciety. 
The reason we should have 

such rights as free speech, open as~ 

sembly, jury trial, etc. is that they 
are best for society and will lead to 

a better society for all of us in the 

future. 

Please send submissions for 

letters to the editor to 

The California Tech 

Calrech 40-58 

Pasadena, CA 91125 

or by electronic mail to 

editors@tech.caltech.edu. 

Deadline for submissions 

is Monday at 5 p.m. on 
the week of publication. 

The editors reserve the right 
to edit or refuse to print any 

lercer for any reason. 
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L~~~~~~~~~~~O~N~E~FLAME A WEEK-My PROMISE TO YOU. 

suited in over 60 American casual~ 

ties in Somalia. Somalia. The same 

Despite my continued amaze­

lIlent at the ineptitude plaguing the 

organization of sections and labs in 

CS3, on my way to write this arricle 

I made the mistake of picking up a 

copy of Time magazine. AU in all, I 

enjoyed reading the magazine quite 

abit, but sullying the entire experi­

ence (and deflecting my wrath from 

Mr. Laforge for the momenr) was a 

quote from a Mr. Bill Clinton. As 

you'll see in a moment, this week's 

topic is: cynicism in government. 

"I was thinking of calling Sena­

tor Dole this afternoon. You know, 

Chelsea's about to go off to college;' 

Mr. Clinton quipped when asked 

what he thought of Dole's $300,000 

loan to Speaker Gingrich. Of all the 

people that jokes about the size of 

college expenses might be funny 

coming from, the highest paid gov­

ernment official isn't one of them. 

A tech education (discounting other 

lOurces of income and his rich wife) 

would be % 10 of his income. Poor 

Willie, huh' 

As silly as his statement was, it 

.Jone wouldn't be enough to bump 

CS3 from the Circle of Fire waiting 

More offensive was his com­

total, and typical lack of un­

I d,erSl:andir'g of Dole's motivation. 

see, in :1 very real way. Bill 

is why Dole loaned 

$300,000 to a man he doesn't much 

for. While OUt president and 

every two bit comedian in the coun­

try were makingjokes, someone ac­

rually bothered to ask Dole why he'd 

given Gingrich the loan. Turns out, 

the Senator's motivating factor was 

ro endeavor to reduce the public's 

growing cynicism about govern­

ment. 

In Dole's opinion, the public 

Would become even more disillu­

sioned with government if both the 

President and the Speaker were 

Itnding off scandal. This was a real 

Concern for Dole, in his opinion 

people ought not be so cynical of 

government. Government is a re­

markable institution, really, and as 

disenfranchised Americans are of 

the subject, it does produce some 

incredible results for all of us. Dole 

had devoted his life to government, 

and felt that people should share 

more of his enthusiasm than they 

do. 

Of course, they don't. A large 

reason for that continuing cynicism 

is sitting in the Oval Office. After 

all. it was his masterful leadership 

in Bosnia that proved any two bit 

bunch of armed hooligans can sys­

tematicaIly rape women in an effort 

to "cleanse" a gene pool and get away 

with it. 

The same leadership that rc-

leadership that managed to prolong 

and complicate what should have 

been a very simple set of foreign 

policy decisions on Haiti. He is a 

President that accurately reflects his 

people. This includes reflecting their 

apathy, their basic indecisiveness, 

and their confliccing ideologies. 

Government isn't supposed to 

merely reflect the people, it's sup­

posed to lead them. Bob Dole be­

lieves in government. Bob Dole be­

lieves in the Republican Party. Bob 

Dole put $300,000 of his own 

money where his mouth is - de­

spite his own personal no[-so­

chummy feelings for Speaker 

Gingrich. 

Think about that for a mo­

ment. $300,000. That's a lot of 

money, wh ich is why Bob Dole 

spenc it. There can be no question 
after this that Bob Dole has faith in 

governmenti he's trying to lead by 
example. It won't be effective, of 

course, because Americans pay no 

more heed to government than is 

necessary to devise half-assed criti­

CIsms. 

Just more partisan politics, 

you'll hear. Just the rich protecting 

the powerful, they say. Yet it is so 

much more! No average citizen can 

possibly claim to have a more de­

tailed, more intimate knowledge of 

the workings of US government 

than BGb Dole. This is a man who 

knows government, and even after 

he retires continues to support it. 

Moreover, he continues to support 

it in a way that none of us support 

anything. This is a man who gave 

an arm for his country; what's an­

other $300,000; 

If Congress were a bunch of 

idiots, wouldn't he know~ If Govern­

ment were full of stale beaurocrats, 

wouldn't he know~ If there were 

anyone who had cause to be cynical 

about government, wouldn't it be 

he; Much like children, the Ameri­

can public is loathe to acknowledge 

the benefits of experience. They've 

seen enough political cartoons vili­

fying Gingrich, heard enough jokes 

on TV about him, and seen enough 

ominous sounding headlines with 

his name in them that they feel 

downright knowledgeable about the 

man. Knowledgeable enough to dis­

count Dole's 40+ years and govern­

ment and personal donation of a 

small fortune to the cause after his 

retirement. 

Sure, he's given his life and his 

money to the US government, but 

I've seen rhat Gingrich on TV For 

fun someday, compare the number 

of people who know Gingrich did 

something wrong to those that can 

explain to you what it was he did. 

NEWS 
In Time, a poll was cited that claimed 

51 % or people said Dole's gift was 

inappropriate, and 58% said 

Gingrich should leave office. I am 

highly skept ical that 50% of the 

people polled even know what ac­

tions of Gingrich's caused this 

ruckus in the first place. 

Social Psychology (woo woo 

Psy IS!) has something to say about 

this. When people have insufficient 

information, they look to others as 

a source of knowledge. This works 

pretty well in a lot of situations, hut 

not in politics. There will always be 

more political cartoonists and come~ 

dians than real leaders. Money talks, 

people say - are you listening to 

Dole's $300,000 shout of confi­

dence~ 

This doesn't mean that because 

he's old and rich you have to agree 

with him. It does mean that a life~ 

time of service and $300,000 should 

not he discounted as merely"parti­

san politics:' He might be right, he 

might be wrong. Of course, none of 

us can hope to have his knowledge 

of the situation, so look to someone 

else who does. What does your 

Congressman think of the situation~ 

Do you even know~ Try a more vis­

ible figure, like the President. 

Oh, wait a minute, that's right. 

He didn't say anything insightful 

about it did hd No, he just com~ 

plained about college cOstS. Good 

way to avoid giving an informative 

anSwer - after all, people disagree 

with informative answers some of 

the time. 

The situation is analogous, as 

so many things are, to a Simpsons 

episode. In one, grounds keeper 

Willie saves Homer's reputation 

with a videotape of a conversation, 

and is later vilified on a Hard Copy 

spoof for his videotaping ways. 

When Marge reminds Homer that 

Willie saved .t!tem, Homer remarks, 

"But Marge, he has to be evil. Lis­

teo to the background music!" 

I used to think that the current 

cynicsm in government is the direct 

result of a lack of leadership. Turns 

out it's not, though. It's a lack of 

emphasis on leadership. There are 

leaders within government, but 

nearly everyone enjoys a good joke 

more than they enjoy a political 

thought. As long as this is true, mass 

media will continue to reflect that 

trend and we will continue to elect 

comedians instead of leaders to the 
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The Outside World 

by Myfanwy Callahan 

Gramsh, Albania -

Rioters looted government 

storehouses of weapons last 

month, capturing hundreds of 

thousands of AK-47 assault 

rifles. Locals are now smug­

gling them to Albanians living 

in nearby Macedonia, who are 

sending them to unknown des­

tinations. 

Algiers, Algeria -

Islamic rebels attacked a village 

near Algiers, savagely kiUing93 

people. Since 1992, when the 

Government canceled an elec­

tion in which the Muslims were 

likely to win, Government and 

rebel assaults have killed over 

60,000 people. 

Lima, Peru-

A government assault on the 

Japanese embassy in "Peru suc­

ceeded in freeing the 71 remain­

ing hostages who had been 

held there for over four 

months. All of the ter­

rorists and one hos~ 

tage were killed. 

Moscow, Russia 

President Boris 

Yeltsin of Russia 

and President 

Jiang Zemin of 

China agreed to 

work together to 

limit American influence in 

world politics. Although not ex­

plicitly referring to the United 

States, they stated, "No country 

should seek hegemony, practice 

power politics, or monopolize 

international affairs:' 

Los Angeles -

Breaking a world record, a 

woman aged 63 gave birth to a 

healthy baby, raising questions 

about age limits on pregnancy. 

She had become pregnant using 

an egg donated from a much 

younger woman. 

Washington, D.C.-
A ban on poison gas weapons 

may succeed in passing the Sen­

ate after Bob Dole announced 

his approval. The US is the only 

country in the group not to have 

signed the pact. 

LAEMMLE THEATRES 

ESQUIRE 
2670 E. Colorado Blvd. 

(818) 793-6149 

Chasing 
Amy 

Daily 4:45, 7:30, JO:OO p.m. 
Sat..$u,. Bllrrlli,. Millime 2 .. 10 p.m. 

COLORADO 
2588 E. Colorado Blvd. 

(818) 796-9704 

Anna 
Karenina 
Vaily .,20, 7'()O, 9d5 p .... 

Sat-Sun Barra;,. Malime 1:40 p.m. 

Presidency. ,---------------------------, 

It really isthatsimple. DOES YOUR CLUB NEED SOME 
'Cyrono: So, thi' i, your "venge' EXTRA $ $ $ 7, 
Compt' d, Guich" Tok, thi' to 

m,on thot I "ver my King ond v,nt my The SIF is now accepting forms for 
,plun.' disbursements, which means that by just 

- Rostand filling out a little piece of paper, you can get 

ACADEMY 
BARBER SHOP 

'II N. Cata1ina Ave. , Pasadena 

Open Tues.-Sac., 7 A.M.-4 P.M. 

(818) 449-1681 

It-ag 5J'im~ 
on Quell. 

RESALE CLOTHING 
fa. 

WOMEN 
11 36 E. Green St . • Pasadena 

(818) 796-9924 
Wed \0-6 • Mon-r u~-Thu-Fri 10-5 • Sat 1()'3 

oa::w::w::w:::ws:w::w:_ ...... :w::w: 

FREE MONEY FOR YOUR CLUB!!! 

That's right. the SIF is looking to fund "interesting and 
useful purchases of capital goods", which is their way of 

saying "if you've had your eye on that toaster oven, 
wacky club tee shirt, or collection of 

Barry Manilow's Greatest Hits, 
WE WANT TO GIVE YOU $$$1" 

I'm sure you're wondering how you can apply for this 
incredible deal. It's easy! Just pick up a form from the 
SAC copier room. The form will say what to do. Just 

remember, this offer ends soon! 

$ DEADLINE: MAY 2!!! $ 
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APRIL 21,1997 

Meecing opened a[ 22:38 by 
Kohl. 

BoD members presenc: Kohl 
Gill, Maria Satterwhiee, John Lin, 
Lori Hsu, Mike Westover, Adrienne 

Bourque, Kir.n Shebr, Baldeep 
Sadhal. 

Guests present: Ryan Cox, Erik 

Screed, Mic Wesccoa[, Abeaharn Kuo. 
RYAN Cox AND ERIK STREED 

(Tech t:dicurs- Gods) reporc [hac che 
Tech has lost some potential advertis­

ing revenue due to a somewhat lack­
luster performance on the part of the 

last business manager in the last few 

weeks. 
Baldeep has noching [0 reporc 

related [0 his position as Frosh direc­

[or besides cha[ he's overworked and 
underpaid. 

John repores cha[ he's working on 
[axes for ASCIT and crying [0 figure 
ou[ wha[ [he sea[us of ASCITs sev­
eral accounts are. His word to the new 

Tech business manager is that he 

should work closely wich him [0 take 
care of several details percaining[o che 
Tech's business strucrure. 

John Lin has lefr [he room be­
cause he chinks he', allergic to ASCIT. 

Meecing becomes closed a[ 22:55 
for the interview of potential Tech 
business managers. Cox and Streed 

remain in the dosed meeting co inter­

rogace candidare. under rhe bright 
ligh[. 

Meeting opened a[ 23:30. 
Dan Velez enters. Dan requests 

a letter from ASCIT so [hac [he Re­
publicans' Club may receive recogni­
tion from che California College Re­
publicans. He is also interested in re­

ceiving funds for [he club. Quescions 
abouc [he legalicy of funding political 
and religious organizations will have 

to be addressed in relation to the 

Corporation's non-profit organization 

starus. 
Meeeingclosed a[ 23:43 co ineer­

view another potential Tech business 

SUCCESSisFUN! 

managers. Cox and Streed remain in 

che closed meering again. 
Ryan Cox and Erik Screed CJ<i[ 

so the BoD may vote [0 appoint a 

business manager for the Tech. 
Meeeing opened ac 23:58. 
The Board has approved Mic 

Wesrcoat as the new uch business 

manager. 

Kiran reporcs [hac people should 
see a full report on the subject of the 

van in an upcoming article in the uch. 
[Not thi, week -Ed.s} A card swipe for 
[he ASCIT copier has no[ been in­
scalled ye<. 

Satterwhice [he Veep looks abou[ 
nervously, growls, and finally leaves. 

Adrienne reports that several 

CDs were lelt a[ che prefrosh parcy. 
Among chem is a Wagner CD. De­
spite the entertainment value of See­
ing hundreds ofTechers leap upon a 
common target with intent to shower, 

[he OJ forruna[ely did no[ play [he 
larcer disc. If you Jefr your CDs a[ [he 
parcy, con[acc Adrienne in Lloyd 207. 

SUDDS (Supplemen[acy Un­
decgraduaee Donu[ Disrribution Ser­
vice) will be conducced on [he nigh[ 
of May Isc (morning of May 2nd) a[ 
01:00 chis "rm. 

The ASCIT form.al will be held 
May 23rd, and che price will be $20 
for AS CIT members and $40 for 
non-ASCIT members. I[ will be a 
reception, dinner and dance starting 

a[ 19:00. 
Mike Westover reports that 

ARC rep a[ large signups are up a[ 
Winnett and are coming down T ucs, 

day, April29ch a[ 17:00. 
Lori reports th at t he signup 

sheets for committee appointments 

are coming down Tuesday, April 
22nd. Ineerviews will be held next 
week. The IHC will be dealing wich 
the iss ues of Avery P icks. Tom 

Mannion will be giving each of [he 
seven fine houses $3500 foe improve­
ments. 

Kohl repores chac a woman called 
him a little while ago and he gO[ CJ<­
cited from the attention. 

Meering closed a[ 00:36. 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Presents ... 

Hew. 
c., III. , •• yew WMm 

Come see.,. 

Dynamic Speaker & Employment Expert 
Phil Van Hom 
Author of the 

S UPE~ CHA~qED ST~ATEqIC PLAN! 

.•. ..,... ...... 
.'''V MIl Te IlllItVl "'.,..Y. 

IVIIII,.".,,,. I.H • ." •• 

elY" •. 
Saturday April 26 at the Pasadena Holiday Inn 

Two sessions 9:30a - 11 :30 11 :30 - 3:30 

MINUTES 

Apra 10, 1997 

Prescne: Lori (chair), Brett (Page), 
Geoff (Dabney), Shumway (Fleming), 
Judy (secretary), S[eve (Lloyd),Jeremey 
(Ruddock). A noee:"Marcy (Blacker) 
is drunk offhis ass and wants someone 

[0 call him. He is very sorcy he carl[ 
make i[ [0 che IHC meeting:' Geoff 
(Ricke",) is ac a house meecing. 

Before che mwing begins, Lori 
ptines oue agendas while S[eve shows 
off his 10 I Dalmarians pen and Judy 
cries [0 call Marcy. The phone has far 
more man cwdve buttons on i[ and Judy 
'isn'[ an enginett, so she doesn'[ really call 

Marcy 
The meeting begins. 
Prefrosh social events 3re dis­

cussed: 
• Page: Magician. Friday. 8:00 p.m 
• Lloyd: Capeure che Flag. Friday. 

9:00p.m. 
• Dabney: Bands, Friday, 9:00 

p.m.-I 2:OO a.m. and Tye-dye, 
noon or so on Saturday 

• Fleming: Diamond Smuggling. 
Sarucday. 7:00 p.m.- 8:OO p.m. 

• Ruddock:Mini-golf,8:OOp.m.-
10:00 p.m. Saturday 

• Blacker: Midnigh[ UI[imaee, 
Saturday 

• Ricketts: "a surprise," (co IHC, 
anyway) Friday. Geoff sene Lori 
an email. bu[ che compucer ace 
it, so we don't know what it is. 
In order [0 show che prefrosh char 

me fixxl is "'lually !xu! on bom sides of 
<he Olive Walk, Lori and Judy eandomly 
areange norrh-souch swap fOr dinner on 
Friday. 

Shumway requescs char cleroga­
[Ory signs abou[ omer houses and ocher 
POSCCfS like i[ ma[ arh [earns may have 
pue up be caken down since prefrosh are 
beginning co show up. House home 
pages should be edi[ed as well [0 make 
mem all fine web pages. 

We move onco DAPAC. We 
agree mar sruden[ [rained bartenders 
would be preferable [0 profOssional bar­
cender. ltwould becheaper and promoce 
house un icy. Besides, we all fo llow 
DAPAC anyway. If Marcy were here, 
he would agree, 

Ineerhouse: RA clause: RAS can 
play fOr che house mey live in. Non-

scuden[ clause: Any dues-paying 
undergead can play or any dues-paying 
house member can play if chey have 
played ineerhouse fOr fewer chan cwdve 
"rms. Am [earns are responsible for 
reporting special cases to the IHC. 

Sana Clause: doesn'[ <><is[. 
Cal[exh Ia: Kim wanes IHC co 

sponsor an event. Frosh camp (Mon, 

day) will come before Calcech 1a 

(Wednesday). We discuss when frosh 
should arrive. Wedecide~undayisbes[. 

We decide Saeurday is besc. We decide 
Sunday is bes[. We decide i[ doesn'[ 
matter. We decide Sunday is bes[. We 
talk about moving rotation from Sun­

day [hrough Sa[urday [0 Sacuhlay 
chrough Friday. We decide beginning 
Sunday is bes[. We decide beginning 
Sarurday is besc. We decide beginning 
Sunday is bes[. The secretary decides 
shehas a headarhe. We cemember cha[ 
we were supposed [0 be calking abou[ 
an even[ fOr Cal[exh la and we decide a 
pun[ is bes[. 

Brett suggests skydiving for an 

interhouse event, where participants 

would do a tandem jump wich some­

one from anocher house. It would prob­
ably cosc $140(person-Cal[ech won'[ 
subsidize such dangrrous evenes so he 
asks if houses migh[ con[ribuee a little. 
We all agree ma[ mrowing members of 
ocher houses oue of a plane will better 
interhouse spirit, so we renrarivdy agree 
[0 consider donating $1O(house mem­
ber. 

Rumors of the rerum of the Van 

are spread. The checkoue poliey will re­
quire more notice than before. so no 

more"l wanna go [0 In-n-Que, wheres 
me vanf. Sign up fOr &culcy scuden[ 
committees! 

We begin these minutes with a 

momen[ of silence fOr any Tech edi[o,," 
who may have suiferedfOr omittinglas[ 
weekS IHC minuces from me Tech. 

Presenc: Lori (chair), Geoff 
(Dabney), Carl (BFD), Marcy 
(Blacker), Shumway(Fleming},Jeremy 
(Ruddock), Seeve (Lloyd), Geoff 
(Ricketts), Brett (Page),Judy (secretary) 

Carl passes around a copy of a 
prefrosh version of che BFD. Judy 
passes oue a Iette< [0 Kim Wes[ abou[ 
DAPAC and me cevised eligibilicy rules 
for Intemouse. Lori passes out an 

agenda wich me 17m prefrosh roscer me 
presidents have received. Brett got a 

prefrosh schedule mac ins[rucced all 
prefrosh women co show up [0 his room 
ar2AMonSarurday. Geoff(Dabney) 

rARfS ARE ROUNDTRIP FARES 00 NOT INCLUDE FEDERAL T~ 
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( lEE: Council on Interna tional 
Educational Exchange 

54 5, RaYll10nd Ave, 
Pa~ade na CA 
Te~ 81S·)93-5595 

1020 Westwood Blvd, 
los Angeles CA 
Tel: 3ro.2M·1852 

10904 Lindbrook Dr. 
los Angeles CA 
Tel: 3 ro.2Bs· 3551 

213-463·0655 
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makes a no[e in his calendar. 

Lori asks if anyone minks me BFD 
is unfair [0 their house. After SOme 

onsideration,Jeremyagrees ie's okay. bue 
[dis Carl as he leaves,"Don'[ scarc copy. 
ingyet .. :'. 

Marcy asks if i[ was okay mac he 
[old a prefrosh [hac Fleming is cool. and 
we debate over how truthful we Want 

[0 be [0 [he prefrosh. Of course, if 
people saw whar me school was really 
like, chere would be like four people en­
rolling. so we agree ie's all good, [hough 
taking prefrosh [0 0'0/ is probably bad. 

Lori says ma[ Tom is giving cad, 

house $3500 fOr improvemenes, whKh 
can be used fOr JUS[ aboue anychingex­
cepe for alcohol. 

Since che more peoplecha[ sign up. 
the more interviews we get [0 give, Lori 
asks us [0 remind che houses [0 sign up 
for &culcy-sruden[ committees. We'll 
pick interview rimes next week. 

Brett pipes up ... "My back was 
hooked up [0 his fron[ ... I had my cam. 
eea so I was taking picrures. I'U bring 
mem n<xc week .. It was smooch as silk... 
fifty seconds:'''1 couldn'r handle fifty sec· 

onds:' Geoff (Ricketts) Then Brett 
again suggests parachuting as an 

In[erhouse even[. Ie'll probably be on a 

Friday and cosc -$120 (if me houses 
hdp pay). FYI, 300 people die a year 
jumping ou[ of planes. Four people die 
each year by having soda machines fill 
on mem. TherefOre, you should be able 
[0 jump ou[ of one plane for every 75 
Cokes you have. 

Barbaea Green wanes us [0 cry [0 

have a parcy professionally barcended 
The more meeeings [he DAPAC 
committe has, me more they want to 

do meir job, so che Geo£lS calk about a 
join[ Ricketts-Dabney social even[. 

Marcy asks if anyone Wen[ co <he 
sruden[ &culcy conference because he 
heard "srupid rumors char srupid srufF 
happened:' Geoff (Ricketts) confirms 
char scupid scuff happened, and insises 
char records of previous BoC hearings 
will be hdpful. S[eve, who is now pare 
of che BoC fan club, also wenr [0 <he 
BoC session. 

The MOSH is resigning and a 
search committee is choosing a new 

MOSH S[eve is on me committee if 
you have inpU[. Someone suggescs Joe 
"let's go [0 Baja and gee plaseered· 
Kirschvink, whose freshman ineeres[ 
sheec, by me way. is on file at me Res 
LiJe office. 

Scevecells Geoff(Rickerrs) charhis 
ref; didn'[ show up fOr baskecball char 
afremoon, bu[ Geoff says "I don'[ pay 
any attention to Inrerhouse ath1erics.~ 

Brett wanes [0 have a[ sIam dunk 
contest at 3:00 on Saturday for the 

prdiosh. Geoff (Ricketts) is confused. 
so Brett hdps him oue: ''Have you ever 
seen Michad Jordan ... Do you knoW 
who MichadJordan is! Am I going[OO 
fast for you!' Evecyone dse agrees cht 
slamdunk concesc is okay. so Geoff giv<s 
his consent. 

Finally. we calk abou[ housing: lase 
year IHC was [old [hac YESS and 
bridge would mosc likely be in Avert 
chis year, bu[ che adminis[ration forgo<­
Also, Bilf doesn'[ wane co have doubles 
as singles in me houses over the sum' 

mer. Furrher, IHCs suggestions fOr me 
Avecy picking procedure were ignored. 
We carl[ decide which shafring [0 deal 
wim fir>~ so we adjoucn [0 go smile ac 
che prefro"h. 

Respectfu11y Submitted. 
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RC: Student life committee summary 

other undergrads ob· 

that "(Avery) doesn't 

like a place that 

I:nilet1:racls live:' Terry Moran 

to sum up the views of 
undergraduates when he 

) really isn't a stu­

place." However frosh 

Dollerte expressed a more 

,,,timist:ic oudook with the 

l"",menr that 'J\very house is 

still in its sterile phase." 
With the students and 

faculty warmed up over the is· 
sue of Avery, the Student Life 

Committe plunged into the is· 
sue of Caltech traditions. 

While Director of Residence 

Life Kim West was not present 
to defend the restrictions cur· 

rendy placed on students by 

her office, several professors/ 

alumni defended the rights of 

students in recounting the ac· 

tivitics of their own under· 

An excerpt on 

Staff~ Faculfy;clations 
Ellis Meng-
I'd like to bring up this time that we're saying all these 

wonderful things, we'd like to get these lists [0 come out 

but, you know, people that are largely responsible for this 

th ing are sadly unrepresented at Tech. I received an e· 
mail reccndy that I'd like to read [0 everyone and ask for 

your comments on. This is from Michelle Pine. She is 

the administrative assistant to Dr. Tombrello and Dr. 

Scheret. "I received by <-mail today my copy of the no­

tice of the Student-Faculty conference and again won­

dered why the staff is Sene this notificacion and why we 

are led to believe that we can contribute. It states in the 

last paragraph:We believe that all members of the Caltech 

community would benefit from attending this conference, 

and your participation is needed to ensure successful dis­

, (ussion of the problems: I no longer attend these confer-

ences based on the experience I describe in the next para-

I graph and the fact that I don't really see any change in the 

: attitude based on day to day interactions. 

I I would like to say that I do work for two professors, 
, Drs. Tombrello, in Physics, and Scherer, in EE, who value 

I what the staff members have to offer, which is why I have 

stayed at Caltech for 18 years. I also have had the enjoy-
Inent of working with students both undergraduate and 

graduate, who have valued what they learned from those 

of us on the staff as well as what they learned in class­

room and lab. I have attended this conference in the past. 

, When I did participate by asking why there wasn't some 

discussion, recognition of how staff members contribute, 

can contribute to the student life here at Caltech, ] was 

told by a member of the faculry that the key words here 

were "faculty" and "student". He publically stated what I 

had long suspected was the attitude of some faculty and 

students. I sat in this conference with students who had 

been in or were currently in Dr. Tombrello's Ph 11 class, 

and who had benefited from the care and concern for their 

well-being, both in the work setting and personal lives, 

by staff members. But nothing was said in support of 

those of us on the staff who try to make a difference, nor 

did any faculty speak up. To say that I was disappointed 

would be an understatement:' 

I invited Michelle Pine to come speak today, and she 

said that she felt very uncomfortable, and felt that there 

would be .. that she would receive the same treatment. 

WilLi ... ".Ul' .. I I·S 

ROMEO 
+JULIET 

This Week's ASCIT 

Movie: William Shakespeare's 
Romeo and Juliet 

To celebrate the 400th 

I anniv"m't)I of Shakespeare's 
. play of forbidden love 

I arnol'~ a world of hate, elirec­

Baz Luhrmann updated 

and interpreredit in a new way. 
His 1996 version of Romeo and 
Juliet is set in me fictional sub­

urb of Verona Beach, Califor­

nia. There, gun -wielding 

members of the rival 

Montague and Capulet fami­

lies clash and their children, 

graduate days at Cal tech. A 

common complain was voiced 

by several students that Resi­

dence Life comes down from 

on high with seemingly arbi­

trary rules and regulations: 
"We don't know who is mak; 

jng the rules:'. While the stu; 

dents generally understood 

that limits need to be set, the 

manner in which they are pre; 

se nted to the student body 

needs a 10: of improvement. A 

lack of direct communication 

wirh undergraduate organiza; 

tions marrs what should he 

healthy relatio nships on a 

small, close-knit campus. 

The biggest issue raised 

was the death of traditions, 

beginning with the grandest of 

them all: InterHouse. A myth 

had developed among the un­

dergraduate communiry that 

the administration killed 

Interhouse because it got too 

unmanageable. Some of the 

few professors On hand cor­

rected this view in citing the 

valiant efforts taken to pre­

serve Interhouse in its final 

years. A suggestion was made 

to revive Interhouse using a 

model similar to Apache. 

where an invitation is needed 

to gain entrance. 

Several students felt mat 

DAPAC's increased enforce­

ment represents the lastest in­

stance of the Caltech 

adminstration's lack of trust in 

the undergrads. Considering 

that Cal tech has one of the 

dryest campuses in the nation, 

many students feel that 

DAPAC is unnecessary and 

overly protective. Even gt4.dU' 

ate student Rob Rossi com; 

mented on "a lack of merry; 

making and mirth" at recent 

undergraduate parties. 

The final issue covered 

extensively was the loss of the 

great Caltech prank. Rob 

Rossi kicked off the discussion 

relating a prank which was 

pulled on him last year in 

Chern lb involving moving the 

hand in box for midterms to 

the Ricketts pot. Vice Presi­

dent of student affairs and 

Caltech alumnus Gary Lorden 

took this opportunity to speak 

for the first time that day. "I 

Romeo (Leonardo DiCaprio) 

and Juliet (Claire Danes), fall 

in love. 

DiCaprio is no stranger 

to the big screen, having earned 

an Oscar nomination for Best 

Supporting Actor for his work 
in "What's Eating Gilbert 

Grape:''' He also appeared op­

posite Meryl Streep in the 

movie adaptation of the play 
"Marvin's Room." Danes is 

best known for her work in the 

critically acclaimed TV series, 

"My So-Called Life; which 

earned her a Golden Globe 

Award and an Emmynomina­

tion. 

Lest you think this is an-

want to reassure you guys that. 

the administration (whatever 

that exactly is), as far as I can 

tell has always liked pranks .. .! 
mean some people nociced 

that Beckman Auditorium 

looks a little like a wedding 

cake, or a merry-go-round or 

something like that- well, 

they made a merry-go-round 

out of it not tOO many years 

ago. I would love to see pranks 

like that again: [For th, full text, 
,,, box. ·Ed,] 

Lorden was rebuked by 

Professor Tom Tombrello with 

the remark: "I have to make a 

correction to chat, Gary. The 

students that turned Beckman 

Auditorium into a ca rousel 

were forced to take that stuff 

down. I knew the students 

who were involved who were 

very disappointed about it." 

Terry Moran stated: "We are 

definiry having a breakdown in 

trust: This was followed by 

several students relating the 

less then appreciative manner 

in which their pranks were 

recieved. Chris Brichford, one 

of rhe students involved in the 

prank on Rob Rossi com­

mented, "I don't think I'll ever 

partipate in a prank again. be­

cause of that. Unless the feel­

ing at Caltech changes and I 

think thats pretty sad: 

Many possible reasons for 

the loss of both house sponsed 

and spontainous pranks were 

raised by srudents. One inter­

esting reason was suggested by 

ARC Secretary Devi Thota re­

lating conversations she had 

overheard, "They're idea of 

why their have been less 

pranks over the years is be­

cause the women population 

at Caltech is increasing." 

While the Cal tech 

pranking reputation continues 

on, frosh Ishi (Brain Patton 

observed "When I gOt here it 

wasn't the same Caltech that 

was in those books [Ledgends 

of Cal tech, More Ledgends) 

Their wasn't the mutual trust 

between faculty and students.'" 

Current ASCI T p resident 

Kohl Gill summarized with 

"Maybe that's not what 

Cal tech is about anymore:' If 

so we should mourn [he Joss. 

other West Side Story, consider 

that while the setting has 

been updated, the dialogue 

is straight from Shakespeare. 
However, the accents are 

purely American, a stylistic 

choice that helps the viewer 

look past me variations in 

syntax over the centuries to 

see the timeless power of 

Shakespeare's drama and 

comedy. 
William Shakespeare', 

Romeo andJu/iet will be show­

ing this Friday. April 25, at 

7:30 and 10:00p.m. in Baxter 

Lecture Hall. Admission is 

$200 for ASCIT members 

and $250 for others. 

Excerpts on faculty 
acceptance of pranking 
Gary Lorden, Vice President of Student Affairs: 

I want to reassure you guys 

that, the administration (what­

ever that exacrly is), as far as I 
can tell has always liked pranks. 

I mean one of the endearing 
qualities about Tom Everhart 

when he came (incidendy he's 
out of town today but other; 

wise I'm sure he'd be here.) He 

comes to freshman camp. He 

hangs around talking about 
things from the old days. At the alumni reunion that's going 

be held in May their devoting a whole session to talking 

about all the great pranks and when I get with other a1umis 

and talk about Caltech that is one of the things everyone 

says is, "Why don't we do things to the Rose Bowl anymore 

or why don't we do the Hollywood sign anymore:'" Well, 

the big .mswer that I know of js has nothing to do with 

Everhart. me or any of the Deans or MOSHs or whatever 
or the DRL even. It has to do with the Ciry of Pasadena 

and what happened after the hollywood sign and so on. I 
mean their has been a little chilling effect from the outside 

world. In the days when I was dean you could go out there 

after a football victory, of course we don't have a team now 

which makes it harder, but you could go out there .. you 

could go out there and there'd be bonfires in the middle of 

the street and the cops would be there with the Caltech stu­
dents, with the Deans, etc. That ain't Pasadena today. OK, 

so the climate;s a little different off campus, bur on campus 
there have been some terrific pranks. Just to mention a few 

from recent years. one of the Houses which will remain 
nameless, near the Athenaeum did a whale in me middle of 

the reflecting pool as kind of a student comment on a very 
expensive, and unlovely to some eyes. water sculpture that 

was done in the reflecting pond. And they made a whale 
out of it. and the eyes rotated and so on. Evcrheart loved it. 

The trustees loved it. So, I mean. it's not as thought there is 

something happening inside Caltech that is repressing. or 

supressing,ot something pranks. There was a carousel - I 
me.111 some people noticed that Beckman auditorium looks 

a little like a wedding cake, or a merry-go-round or some­

thing like that- well, they made a merry-go-round out of 

it not too many years ago. I would love to see pranks like 

that again. I think on days when the Trustees come around, 

many of whom are alums, they ask the same questions:How 

come we haven't heard about any neat pranks:'" So, if you 

guys are thinking that somehow you want some support. 
you know, ru betcha we could get all kinds of support, even 

financial, for the right pranks. But I rhink you have to keep 
in mind that one thing has changed. I mean, one of the 

Deans of Srudents and the Director of Residence Life liter­

ally spent weeks negotiating with the Fire Department and 

the Ciry of Pasadena to avoid srudents being prosecuted 
about some bonfire behavior mat in years earlier didn't cause 

that kind of a reaction. So, I think you do have to be aware 
that me world outside has a lot shorter fuse, a lot less sense 

of humor around the Rose Bowl, around the Tournament 

of Roses, around a lot of things than they used to. But on 

campus:' Gosh, you know, I think .. I think you get a lot of 
good reaction -although the chemists. you knOw, occasion­

ally they flake- to well conceived pranks. I think the same 

rules apply as they always elid which is don't hurt anybody. 

be conscious of who your audience or target is, and just have 

a good time, because creativiry and pranks I think will al­

ways be, even though it may ebb and flow in terms of fte­

quency, always be a pan of the culrure at Caltech. 

Prof. Tombrello, Department of Physics: 
I have to make a correction to mat, Gary. The students that 
turned Beckman Auditorium into a carousel were forced to 

take that stuff down. I knew the students who were in­

volved who were very disappointed about it. The design 

contest which I gave as an example of the evolution of pranks, 

Caltech wasn't willing to support it. How do I know ... bec.ause 
I was the Vice President at Slumberger and I was one of the 

people that kicked in some of the money to get the design 

contest started. Caltech .. . If the administration wants stuff 

to evolve into something.like the design contest, that's not 

someming the students can do by themselves. That's got to 

be done by some active involvement by the administration. 

The faculry are certainly interested, but the administration 

has to support this stuff. and they haven't. 
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One of the topics which were 

discussed at the recent Student/ 

Faculty Conference was "Life at 

Caltech." The students expressed 

eagerness for Faculty and Admin­

istration to treat them as respon­

sible adults, among other things 

with respeer to the alcohol policy. 

We, the non~students, are 

criticized for not doing what we 

profess to believe in. How can we 

* * A ward Winner * * 

Food To Go Welcome 
OPEN 7 DAYS 

Tel: 449-8018 
2475 E. Colorado· Pasadena 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

Services 

PREGNANT? - We are a pro­

fessional, married couple. 
a pilot and a nurse hoping 
to start a family through 
adoption. We ·have a lovely 
home and wi 11 teach good 
values and provide all emo­
tional. physical, spiritual 
and mate r ial wants in life 
to your healthy baby. We are 
willing t o pay all medical 
expenses all o wed by law. 
Please help us by calling 
toll free: 1-888- 921-BABY. 

AUTO REPAIR - Complete Ser­
vice. Smog Che cks, Tune­
Ups, Oil Change, Bra kes, 
Electrical, Engine Repairs, 
etc... Hrant Auto Service, 
1477 E. Washington Blvd., 
Pasadena. (818) 798-4064 
(818) 791-1993. Call for 

Appointment. Discount for 
students and staff. 

Jobs 

UNIX PROGRAMK!:R WANTED -

The Biological Imaging Cen­
ter at Cal tech needs a some­
one to help interface re­
search equipment with an SGI 
machine, via t.he serial 
port. Data acquisition and 
image process ing. Work 
study preferred; part time. 
Call or email Dr. Steve Pot­
ter x2863 spotter@gg 

Dean's 
FEATURES 

Corner 
Et la tete sous Ie robinet .•• 
(With my head under the spigot) 

one. But the 

by Jean-Paul Revel 

t a I k 
about self govern ~ 

ment by the students if we 

don't trUSt them to follow rules? 

Why not let them administer the 

alcohol policy themselves? 

It is a good question and a dif~ 

ficult one. Where I was born even 

babies were given diluted wine to 

drink. It put them to sleep, kept 

them quiet, and perhaps also mar­

ginally served to sterilize the wa­

ter. 

But here the law of the land 

says .that only at twenty one can an 

individual legally consume alco­

holic btews. Before that it is defendu, 
verboten, forbidden. 

Now I doubt that an l8-year­

old is necessarily any less able to 

handle alcohol or other dangerous 

practices. than someone who is twenty 

law says twenty one. 

Caltech is responsible to take 

care that no one younger than that 

is exposed [0 EtOH internally. The 

liability to the Institute if someone 

should be hutt as a tesult of illegal 

drinking would be enormous. Of 

course we would all be affected 

emotionally, whatever the age of 

the victims. 

From the time we are born, 

and perhaps before that, we are all 

ruled by the laws of the land, laws 

which can only be cha nged if 

enough people vote for the change. 

Since most of you ate old enough 

to marry, serve in the military and 

vote, you might consider that route 

to change the legal drinking age. 

There is no question that 

drinking can be a wonderful social 

lubricant. George Jean Nathan said 

(1 don't know who s/ he is, but 1 

found the quote on the net and I 

liked it) that"] dtink to make other 

people interesting." There certainly 

is something to that. 

But people will only remain 

interesting if they are able to carry 

on an interesting, coherent conver' 

sation . The effect of alcohol de­

pends on its concentration in the 

blood stream and that depends on 

what's being consumed, by whom 

(big, small, fat , skinny etc.) and 

how. 

Do we really need to drown 

our reticence to expose ourselves to 

allow us to talk to our neighbors? 

Is that the way to get someone else 

to like us, or for us not to bezEraid 

of them knowing about us? 

] vividly remember calling a 

close friend on the phone and be­

ing really turned off when the voice 

that answered was slow, somewhat 

slurred and seemed to belong to 

someone who was out of it.! shiver 

even now in remembering my re~ 

vulsion. Yet I also am aware that 

that has not prevented me from 

bolstering my own courage. or 

rather making me forget my cow­

ardice at calking about myself, and 

broaching other difficult topics, by 
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drinking. Actually all that happens 

is thac I too don't present my best 

side when my brain is impai red by 
drink. 

But in face all the courage, the 

feeling of well being, of mastery _ 

all that is a delusion. Dtinking dots 

not change our realiey_ It only 

changes our perceptio n of it. 
EtOH is a depressant and its guile 

is char it prevents us from realiz_ 

ing it. As Bertrand Russe ll said, 

"Drunkenness is temporary sui. 

cide: the happiness that it brings is 
merely negative, a momentary ces. 

sation of unhappiness ." So drink. 

ing is far from the Macho thing it 
is so often seen to be. 

In my first year at University, 

the practice in the lab I worked in 
{in France} was to save up our"spill. 

age allowance." We had to account 

to the revenuers for all the alcohol 

used in the lab, minus 10%, which 

was considered to have been lost in 
transfer. That encouraged everyone 

to improve our lab technique and 
quantitative transfer was the first 

skill we learned. The alcohol we did 

not spill and did not have to ac~ 

coune for went to make aperitifs, 

You've got a long road ahead of yo 
Get comfortable. 

BIRKENSTO(K® 
$100FF YOUR NEXT PAIR 

OF REGULAR PRICED BIRKENSTOCK SHOES I 
REGISTER TO WIN A FREE PAIRI 

BIRKENSTOCK OF PASADENA 
696 E. COLORADO, #11 , PASADENA 

818·796-5028 

LUCHA COMFORT FOOTWEAR 
921 fAIR OAKS AVENUE, S. PASADENA 

818·799-6691 

WALK THIS WAY 
2253 HONOlULU AVENUE, MONTROSE 

816-246-7206 
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we all consumed in the de~ 
nt head's office, before 

A great compliment was, 

can hold his alcohol." 

In fact we could nOt "hold it" 
I",more than anyone else, and only 

psychological dependence on 
that I mean char pretty soon, 

became a necessary part of 

ritual , the way to reduce anxi~ 

and lower inhibitions. 

It does char [00 with sexual de~ 

That was even known by good 

Bill, Bill Shakespeare that is, 
said in Macbeth ': . . it provokes 

desire, but rakes away the per~ 

..,m'lnce." But Bill lived in an age 
exposure [0 AIDS or other 

problems did not happen or 

So you see, it is not just a ques~ 

of not trusting you. I do, we 
But I would be, the Institute 

be, shirking irs responsibili~ 

if nothing was done to inform 

and give you ways to resist 
can be a pleasurable experi# 

or become a true nightmare. 
the Koran says: "There is a devil 

lIa " velrv grape." 
You may want to talk to 

I o.,borah Southerland at the coun­
center for advice on alcohol 

go to the net at U RL 
http: // www.inform .umd.<du/ 

A votrt sante, but don't risk it 
a drink! 

16MB,1.3GB Dual Scan 
11.3' SOOXSOO 

P-120 MHz $1629 
P-133 MHz $1669 
P-150 MHz $1699 

If you hav, a book that you would lik, 
to su rrvi(w(d in this column, plrast 

drop it by my room (J08 Ru) and I'll 

try to get it in thr ntxt wuk or so. 

The Cat Who Said Cheese 

By Lilian Jackson Braun 

** 
I really don't know why I read 

rhese books. They have very little 

with which to recommend them~ 

selves, either stylistically or as mys~ 

teries. Braun combines the silly, the 

absurd and the improbable willy­

niLly, and then writes as if she ex~ 

peets to be taken seriously. And yet 

I have bought and read every book 

in this extensive series. Go figure. 

The books are all about a man 

FEATURES 

and his two Siamese cats, Koko and 

Yum-Yum. Koko has "special pow­

ers", attributed to his whiskers, that 

make him able to tell when some~ 

one is being killed and who did it, 

which he then tries to transmit to 

his master. It's a flimsy premise at 

best, at worst it's a cat blacking out 

a city by sitting in a pyramid. Other 

low points include the newspaper 

column that the protagonist writes, 

horrible smarmy prose about noth~ 

ing in particular, and the descrip# 

tions of the adoration that he re# 

ceives from the townspeople. It is 

nice to be someone that everyone 

adores, but no fun to read about. 

As murder mysteries they vary 

in quality. The major problem is 

that the murderer rarely survives [0 

the end of the book, which can be 

all right if used well and sparingly 
but is a poor thing to make a habit 

out of. There are even occasional 

books where the readers don't even 

meet the murderer, which violates 

the cardinal rule of fairness in mys­

[cry writing. Braun also leaves a lot 

of loose ends which she never tics 

up and which don't really have any 

bearing on the story. 

This particular book is about 

a food festival in the town where 

most of the stories are set. There 

really isn't that much to say about 

it that I haven't said already. I 

should say, though, that in the 

grand scheme of things these 

books aren't that bad. The fact that 

I can read them 
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pened to them in the field. Some 

are terrible, like finding that your 

house and all your data have 

burned to the ground. Others are 

worse, like dcaling with the red tape 

in Uganda. The qualiry of the sto­

ries varies with the writers. The 

worst are the ones written by two 

people which use an odd mixrure 

of first and second person narra~ 

tion. That is, everything is "we" and 

"us" but the characters are all called 

by their names, there is no "1". It's 

disconcerting and, in my opinion, 

unnecessary, but it only shows up 

in two or three of the stories . 

The stories themselves are the 

best thing about the book. The dif­

ficulties in storing poisonous 

snakes, absurd 

all the way 

through without 

gagging says 

quite a bit, con~ 

side ring the 

many truly ter~ 

rible books on 

the market, 

which even I 
wouldn't waste 

my money on. 

The difficulties in 
storing poisonous 

snakes, absurd culture 
clashes, and general 

reminders of how nice 
civilization is and why 
mankind bothered to 

culture clashes, 

and general re~ 

minders of how 

nice civilization 

is and why man­

kind bothered 

to evolve it. The 

Lves of these re~ 

searchers seem 

interes ting and 

exciti ng, and evolve it. 

I've Been Gone Far Too Long 

Edited by Monique Bogerhoff 

Mulder and Wendy Logsdon 

**** 
This is a collection of stories 

by field biologists and anthropolo­

gists about things that have hap-

just about every 

story ends reasonably happily. On 

another nOte, I suspect that the sto~ 

ries have been heavily edited, be~ 

cause none of the authors are pro~ 

fessional writers and the enormous 

flowery descriptions that amateurs 

generally write of nature are con~ 

spicuously absent. 

PCI MULTIMEDIA PRO PCI MULTIMEDIA PLUS 
VESBOOK INTEL Pentium processor wI fan 

.. 256K PipeUned Brust Cache, Triton chipset 

.. 32 MB Synchronous Dynamic RAM 

INTEL Pentium processor w(coaling fan 
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.. 16" 1024 X 768 NI monitor .28 dp 
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$1159 
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Events 

<§1 Caltech's si.th annual Earth Day 
Celebrations will be held today, Fri­
day, April 25th. from II :3Oam to 2pm 
on the Olive Walk. Earth Day will in­
clude booths featuring campus, local , 
and national environmental organiza­
tions, knickknacks, and entertainment 
by the Magyk Band with Alula. Spon­
sored by the Caltech Environmental 
Task Force, the Caltech Y, and the GSC, 
there will al so be TFM Earth Day Cake. 
Real food will be available with a $1 
donation. 

'iii' Hiroo Kanamori , John E. Smits. Ha­
zel S. Smits, professor of Geophysics 
and director of the seismologicallabo­
ratory. Caltech, and Thomas Heaton. 
professor of engineering seismology, 
Caltech, will be giving an Astronomy! 
Geology 0.1 Seminar about "Earth­
quake Dynamics and Its Engineer­
ing Implications" today, Friday. April 
25th, al 4pm in Baxter Lecture Hall. 
These lectures are designed as an in­
terconnected series inLroducing some 
of the central problems and techniques 
in earth and planetary science and in 
astronomy. All will be directed al a non­
speciali st sc ienti fic audience. 

Travel lecturer Buddy Hatton will be 
presenting the next Annchair Adven­
tures travel film entitled "Argentina: 
The Land of Passion" today, Friday. 
April 25th, at 8pm in the Beckman Au­
ditorium. Admission starts at $9 
through the Caltech Ticket office 
(4652). 

( 
'it7This week's ASCIT Movie is Romeo 
and Juliet (1997). It will be showing 
at 7:30pm and I Opm in Baxter Lecture 
Hall. Admission for ASCIT members 
is $2.00 and $2.50 for non-members. 

<§1 The Caltech Folk Music Society 
will be presenting Louis Killen, John 
Roberts, and Tony Barrand in an a 
capella accompanied by concertina, 
banjo, bones, and side drum concert on 
Saturday, April 26th, at8pm in Winnett 
Lounge. 

<§1 Cleo Laine and the John 
Dankworth Group will be perform­
ing in the Beckman Auditorium on Sat­
urday, April 26th, at 8pm. Cleo Laine's 
four octave range and crossover sty le 
singi ng are complemented by her 
husband's mastery of the woodwind in 
a program that ranges from scat impres­
sions to arrangements of Dankworth's 
film scores. Tickets start at $26; stu­
dents rush tickets may be purchased 30 
minutes before perfonnance for $10 
with 10. 

'it7 The winners of the 51st annual 
Coleman Chamber Ensemble Com­
petition will be presented in the next 
Coleman Chamber Music Concert on 
Sunday. Apri l 27th, at 3:30pm in Ramo 
Auditorium. Admission is $1 D, $5 for 
students; tickets are available at Ihe 
Cal tech Ticket Office (.4652) o r 
throuph (888) 2-CALTECH. 

STA Travel is the world's largest 
travel organization specializing 
in low-cost travel for students. 
PSST! Got the urge to travel? 
STA Travel bas great student airfares to 
destinations around the world . Go shopping 

(213) 934-8722 
7202 Melrose Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90046 

www.sta-travel.com 
International Student Identity Cards 
Around the World 
Student Airfares 
Domestic Discounts 
Eurail Passes 

on our website for current 
student airfares . 

ST/J 
STA TRAVEL 
We've been there. 

Hostel Membership 
Spring Break 
Travel Insurance 
Packages for 18·34 yrs. 
Budget Hotels 

Look for our new hours 
Beginning Monday, April 28th 
9:00am to 5:30pm - All Day! 

Mints 
~ denotes a new announcement. 

<§1 Noboru Oyarna, professor of applied 
c hemistry of Tokyo University of Ag­
riculture and Technology, will be giv­
ing a lecture about "New Lithium Bat­
teries with Enormous Energy Den­
sities" on Monday, April 28th at 4pm 
in the Sturdivant Lecture Hall, 147 

Noyes. 

til Daniel M. Hausman, professor of 
philosophy at the University of Wis­
consin, Madison, will be giving a Wil­
liam Bennett Munro Memorial Semi­
nar on "Rationality and Knavery" in 
the Judy Library on Tuesday, April 
29th, at 4pm. 

<§1 A Caltech Hillel Talk discussing 
"Cloning: Moral, Ethical, and Reli­
gious Challenges" will be paneled by 
Rabbi Elliot Dorff, rector and profes­
sor of philosophy at the University of 
Juda ism, Daniel Kevles, J .O. and 
Julieltc Koepfli Professor of the Hu­
manities at Caltech, and Jean-Paul 
Revel, Albert Billings Ruddock Profes­
sor of Biology at Caltech, and moder­
ated by Bettyann Holtzmann Kevles, 
author. on Wednesday, April 30th, at 
noon in the Judy Library, 110 Baxter. 

<£> The Wind Thnnel Decommission­
ing will be celebrated on Wednesday, 
April 30th, with the flight of a B-25 
and a B-26 at appro. imately 3:45pm. 

<§1 Van Osdol Professor of Planetary 
Science David Stevenson and profes­
sor of astronomy and planetary science 
Shrinivas Kulkarni of Caltech will he 
giving an Astronomy/Geology 0.1 
Seminar entitled "Extrasolar Planets: 
Fonnation and Detection" on Friday, 
May 2nd, at 4pm in the Baxter Lecture 

Hall. 

<£> Capitol Steps, an ensemble of cur­
rent and fonner Congressional aides 
presents political satire in the fonn of 
song parodies, is coming to Caltech's 
Beckman Auditorium on Friday and 
Saturday, May 2nd and 3rd, at 8pm. 
Tickets start at $26 with student rush 
tickets sold half an hour before perfor­
mance for $ 10. 

<§1 The Caltech Jazz Bands and the 
Cal tech Concert Band, directed by Wil­
liam Bing, will be prefonning their 
Bandorama with special guest con­
ductor Alf Clausen, composer of the 
music for "The Simpsons" and direc­
tor of music for "The Mary Tyler 
Moore Variety Hour", on Saturday, 
May I Oth, at 8pm in the Beckman Au­
ditorium. Admission is free and is open 
to the public without tickets. 

Notices 

Beginning with the July 14th, 1997 
payroll, the federal share of wages 
paid to student employees for federal 
Work-Study employment will be in­
creased to 70% . Beginning with stu­
dent payrolls after July 14th, 1997, de­
partments employing students in Fed­
eral Work-Study Jobs will be respon­
sible for the remaining 30% matching 
requirement. International students and 
other students on CIT Work Study will 
continue to receive 60% share of wages 
from Financial Aid. This change has 
been made to bener utilize the limited 
Federal Work-Study funding available 
to Caltech Students. Should you have 
any questions about this change, please 
feel free to contact the Financial Aid 
Office at .6280. 

'iii The To/em is accepting submissions 
from all members of the Caltech com­
munity. The deadline is the 28th of 
April. Anyone interested in contribut-

) 
ing to The To/em can contact the edi­
tors bye-mailing totem@cco or by e­
mailing orca1ling any of them individu­
ally (Mina Leung. Amanda Eckerman, 
Peter Wang. Mason Poner, and Andrew 
Strauss). 

From the Counseling 
Center 

Looking fora safe and supponive place 
to discuss issues such as coming out, 
being out, dca1ing with family, cBRing 
with a homophobic culture, and being 
GLB at Caltech? Want somewhere just 
10 make new friends? You are invited 
to the Gay!LesbianIBisexuai Support 
Group, which meets on the first and 
third Tuesdays of each month from 
7:30pm till I 0:00pm in the Health Cen­
ter lounge. This is a confidential meet­
ing and attending does not imply any­
thing about a person's sexual orienta­
tion-{)nly that he or she is willing 10 

be supportive in this setting. The group 
usually discusses a particular relevant 
topic and then moves on to the general 
discussion. Refreshments are served. If 
you would like more info rmation. 
please call .8331. 

Fellowships 
and Scholarships 

From the Fellowships Advising and Re­
sources Office, x2150, e-mai/ 
lauren_stolper @starbasel. 
caltech.edu: 

The American Association of Univer-

THE CALIFORNIA 

sity Women offers a number of 
ships to women who are U.S. i 
or pennanent residents, including 
year po~-doctoral fellowships and 
cial dissertation fellowships. The i 
national fellowship is awarded 
women who are not citizens of 
or permanent residents who 

in 
in the U.S. 

From /he Financial Aid Office, 515 
Wilson , second floor: 

The John Gyles Education Fund 
offering financial assist,m .. , tostuldenl.l 
who are Canadian or U.S. Citizens. 
minimum G.P.A. of2.7 is required 
eligibility. Criteria ow,.r1lhrun 3(;ad,emicl 
ability and financial need are 
ered in the selection process. 
students will receive up to $3,000. 
receive an application, send a stalnp<d] 
(U.S. $ .32). self-addressed, No. 

velope to: The John Gyles EdIJc.,;on' 
Fund,Attention: R. JamesCougle,Ad_ 
ministrator, PO. Bo.4808, 712 River. 
si de Drive, Fredericton , New 
Brunswick, Canada E3B 5G4. Filing 
dates for mailing applications in 1997 
are June IS, and November IS, 1997. 

The Jewish Family and Children', 
Services is pleased to announce the 
continued avai lability of financial sup­
JX)rt for Jewish individuals and their 
families. JFCS provides hundreds of 
students loans. grants, and scholarships 
to Jewish students. Individuals may ap­
ply for up to $5,000. Special scholar· 
ships are available for study in Israel. 
To be eligible, stude nts must have fie 
nancial need, have at least a 3.0 GPA, 
and be residents of San Francisco, the 
Peninsula, Marin or Sonoma counties, 
or the Bay Area. There are no dead­
lines-applications are accep ted 
throughout the year and are available 
in the Financial Aid Office. 

PAIlIAN TRAVEL 
Caltech Officially Approved 

Most profeSSional , courteous, economical and efficient service 
for your official and personal travel needs . 

Free service to you. We deliver. 

Airlines, Cruises, Tours, Hotels, Car Rentals. 
Individual, Commercial , Group,. 

(818) 577-8200 
468 S Sierra Madre Blvd - Pasadena 

Mandarin & Szechwan Cuisine-Best in Town! 
Party Tray to Go - $5.00 per person 

(Min. 25 People) . 

Orange Chicken Vegetable Noodles 
Pork Fried Rice Kung Pao 691if 

Great for meetings, parties, etc. 

5% discount with Caltech ID 
CATERING & FOOD TO GO 

Beer-Wine-Banquets 

Lunch Spe Cial 

Monday Sunday ~~ :30-3:00 P'" 

(818) 796-2531 
187 N. Sierra Madre Blvd. Pasadena, CA 91107 

THE CALlFORNIATEcH 

Caltech 40-58 
Pasadena, California 91125 



Famous 

Ricketts­
peDE 

Ricketts Hovse cel­
ebrates two of their favorite 
thi ngs: Polish Constitu­
tional Day Eve (PCD E) and 
dr unken debauchery to­
night. starting with the an­
nual making-of-the-House 
Pole "contest" (really. piry 
Arnit and Terry tommotow). 
Expect loud drunk scurves 
ramping through your vir­
gin hallways singing nastier 
songs than any made by 
Snoop Doggy Dogg. 

Page House enters a McDonalds contest 
(many times). 

Blacker-B B Q 
Tom Mannion 

Enough Said. 

Oabney­
Polyester Night 

Friday Nigh t: Wear lounge 
clothes. play poker. 

Fleming- Hawai­
ian BBQ at the 
Mash 
The Mash has invited everybody. 

Heming is just too cheap 
to pay for another sociaL 

event. 

Page-lelia 
Night 
Page has refused to com­
ment about the essence of 
this event. Guess. 

Avery-??? 
Their website is still 

under construction. 
(Come on, its Avery! Social 
events???) 

Pranks 

) 

If/fill/III 
I II .J 

1\ 

"I want to reassure you guys that the administration . 
. . has always liked pranks." 

-Gary Lorden 

Looking for funding for your prank? Try ASCIT -
they set aside $500 for pranks. The Y, the Student 
Investment Fund, and the Alumni Association may 
help, too. 

Inside World policy 
If you do not want your name to appear in the Inside 
World, e-mail editors@tech.cal:ech.edu and tell us. 

The next IW will be published in 2 weeks, so submit 
something! 

All Inside Worlds must include the author's name, 
which will not be published, but will be released if 
necessary. Inside Worlds may only be written by 
current undergraduates. The editors reserve the right 
to edit any or all parts of an Inside World submis­
sion. No libelous material or ad hominem attacks 
will be accepted. It is the author's responsibility to 
check material written about another person to see if 
that person considers it libelous. 
Please submit via e- mail to 
editors @tech.caltech.edu, or drop a 3.5" Macintosh 
disk in the IN box outside SAC 40 by the Wednes­
day before the publication date. Please also submit 
a hard copy to the IN box. Submissions may be used 
at a later date in future publications. 



Chern 69a: Darbic Interactions 
by the Dabney Hovse 
Chemists 

We, the Dabney Hovse 
Chemis ts, lectured on 
Darbic Interactions at the 
Society of Chemical So­
ciologists' Conference in 
Monte Carlo last month. 
The following are ex­
cerpts from our presenta­
tion, for review by the 
Cal tech Community. 

possible that the alley sim­
ply has amazingly high 
condom use per capita, but 
without data from the video 
surveillance system we are 
currently installing, it is 

It is possible that 
[Lower 7] simply 
has amazingly 

high condom use 
per capita ... 

difficult to tell. 

placed in the boxes are mi­
gratory creatures, who are 
attracted to the alley box 
closest to the current 
Warcraft game. Some of 
our detractors claim that 

the Darbs are transport­
ing items from alley box 
to alley box, but we find 
this hypothesis to be with­
out merit, as Darbs do not 
appear to possess the nec­
essary intellect to perform 
such tasks. 

These and other phe-
nomena have made 

Dabney alley boxes a ma­
jor field of acti ve research 
at top institutions world­
wide. We at Cal tech hope 
to continue to stay abreast 
of new developments In 

this exciting new area. 

Dabney Condom Usage by Alley 
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Dabney Matches and Razor Blades 

2 

3 
15% 

4 
13% 

Matches 

-0-- Razor Blades 

The expected correla­
tion between band-aid 
and razor blade use was 
not observed. However, we 
did find a correlation be­
tween razor blade and 
matchbook use. This is best 
explained by the hypothesis 
that the razor blades are 
used to "line up" white 
powdered offerings to 
Dabney House deities in 
ceremonies involving In­

cense. 

We observed a strange 
phenomenon in some of the 
alleys: more items could be 
found in a given alley box 
than had been left there the 
previous week. We have 
several hypotheses for this. 
The most plausible involves 
quantum tunneling effects. 
Theoretically, objects could 
penetrate the barriers pre­
sented by the walls, ceil­
ings, andfloors, and be ob­
served simultaneously in 
more than one alley box. It 
is also possible that items 
confined to a lonely alley 
box do not take proper pre­
cautions, and produce off­
spring. A third theory holds 
that some of the items 

Condom usage with and without lower alley 7 

Despite the fact that 
only four subjects reside in 
lower Alley 7, a quarter of 
all Darbic condom use oc­
curred there. We hypoth­
esize that the Dabney 
Chemists (who both live in 
lower 7) find great pleasure 
in dropping water-filled 
projectiles on passers-by in 
the SAC courtyard. It is 
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Guess the Mystery Item 
Contest 

by Val Anderson 
and Autumn Looijen 

Months of painstak­
ing analysis have shown 
a clear relationship be­
tween the use of a mys­
tery item and the sex 

lives of undergraduates in 
Dabney House. Can you 
guess what the item is? 
Tell Autumn or Val, or e­
mail The California Tech 
at editors@tech.cal­
tech.edu, and if you are the 
first to get it right, you will 

recel ve a T-shirt de­
signed especially for 
you by us, the Dabney 
Chemists. 

(Hint: It's something 
found in the Dabney Al­
ley Boxes.) 

Dabney House Condom and Mystery Item Usage 
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Hey there, Metal fans! Make 
sure to get your own personal 
copy ofthe Heavy Metal mas­
terpiece, "Secret Evi I! " 
Metallica is dead, Megadeth 
is no more, Pantera are pos­
ers. Clearly, the new Mon­
sters of Rock are Secret Evil, 
and they're not gonna put out 
any slow song shit. If It ain't 
a power chord, it ain't in their 
song. Check out the lyrics to 
the title track: 

Secret Evil 

Shh ... Don't tell. 
Shh ... Don't tell. 
But I'm the mother fucker, 
Straight from hell! 

And 
We're gonna get your mother. 
We're gonna get your brother. 
You Will not suspect. 
Because it's secret! 

It's Secret Evil! 
Secret Evil! 
Secret Evil! 
Secret Evil! 

Shh .. Don't tell. 
Hey, Don't look. 
But you won ' t know. 
If you're in our book. 

And 
We're gonna get your cousin. 
We ' re gonna get your dog. 
You can not prevent. 
Because it's evil! 

- wlo Lower 7 

--0-- wI Lower 7 

It's Secret Evil! 
Secret Evil! 
Secret Evil! 
Secret Evil! 

Cross your heart, 
And hope to die. 
Stick a needle, 
In your eye. 
It's secret! It 's secret! 

Cross your heart, 
And hope to die. 
Stick a needle, 
In your eye. 
It's secret! It's secret! 

There's nothing you can do. 
Secret Evil will get you. 
In your heart you know it's 

true. 
Secret Evil has got you . 

This is just a song. 
So don t blame us. 
Your the mother fucker, 
Making all the fuss. 

And 
You're gonna get your mother. 
You're gonna get your brother. 
You're the evIl! 
You're the secret! 

You're Secret Evil! 
Secret Evil! 
Secret Evil! 
Secret E vi I! 

Now that's some thought pro­
voking stuff. Make sure to g~t 
your own copy ... Coming In 
two weeks. The count down 
starts now. 


